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TISH MINES—1944
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CHAPTER 1 i one of more lanes to allow the pasage
POLICY WITH REG. ELDS . . e implies recovery
ARD TO BRITISH MINEFI {A) Clearing.—Clearipgad minefisld i vy ad
enllu‘i‘inn over the whole area concerned.

SecTioy 2—~NOMENCLATURE

5 mummﬁnnmmﬂxmum

) Protective mine NP minefields are thase laid to
t pemat
will not be or ry

',v tln enemy of a defended locality,
~—Defensive minefields are thoss laid

with the ghject & preventing penetration between forward
defen ar into an cutpost position.

m) Tactiy .—Tactical minefields are those laid with
the

analiring penetration within a defended area
ar ment round the flank of such an area,
o) Nuygis: ittered mines,—Nuisance or scattered mines are
of mines laid with a view to delaying the
roach to & position, for example, in defiles or
&pmﬂch roads.  While their presence will impase
tion on the enemy, it must be remembered that
they may interfere with the withdrawal of our own covering
ps or counter-attacks. Simce they are not necessarily

v by fire, they must be well concealed, unmarked,
[ ] I:l[:om,ldmble depth, and, if possible, accompanied by
ting devi

They will only ba laid on the erders of the com-
mander of a formation not lower than a division.
umny singfields, —Dummy mineficlds are areas in which
the ground has been disturbed and all other t-ps have
been taken to produce the appearance of a real minefield,
.\ including normal marking.

Secrion 3. —LAYING OF MINES
General.—All minefields will as far as possible be laid 80 as to
plunem or ,um up, natural obstacles. Concealment, and the
of anti-personnel mines = other devices, when available,
are essential to li fields that are

not eovered by fire have merely | dehw\g effect, often not com-
mensutate with the labour and mesources expended in their laying.

Q) Far thi reason, protecive mioefields wil nvariably be covered by
small arms and anti-tank fire. The extens to which the same rule
»

applies to defensive minefields depends upon the distances between
inmhhu.bntd\mngdumandi;.ug ?&mhymﬁmmnbe
ailed for this purpose.

pmmdad and

bl mubcﬁﬂdsa;m‘:a lshneelmmy
pr-mm will be reconnoitred and prepared so that the
can be cavered by fire when the ensmy approaches.
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Secrion 9.—LAYING SINGLE MINE PANELS
38, The procedure will normally be as follows :—
A i t shown in A ix A) lays a tape to
i M‘Tmm:d;. the . The siti i
is chosen so that the panmel
Y and s that it can best be covered by the weapons
the defenders.
The same party out the datum line at right an-les to,
= m.zaumhzuuuwm,-mdnmapumw

mark the datum point. The major datum point is
at & suitable distance at the inner end of datum i
and i

ss%
ENEMY ;5x ZBper to

sox - Dotum line taped
s -
O*Datum Point

a*Marar Datum Pont

1. Layout of tapes for laying a panel of six rows of munes at
b syrwwmmm.

) The commander of the laying party who will normally also
hhwummw&hmﬂwhmﬂm
the necessary reporting back recording as shown in ,
Sec 13, Fig 2. Diagram to show completed panel laid by pacing method.
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setting-out parties found from their own laying
g.n:u The same field I8 now shown enkarged in
ig 4.

(i) While the sstting-out party is laying the tapes, @
the laying parties can be making all the n
preliminary prepara
out party have fin
using one of the drills
and the commander

{¥) A plan of the completed field is shown in Fig 5. :







laying tapes have been farther apart, only the distances
let blank will vary and these must be filled in correctly.

88, The density of & minefield means the number of mines per
yard of front. The standard belt of six rows at 6 yds has a d.ensuty
©f one mine per yard of front. 1f a density of two mines per yard of
lrr.ml s reqmmd this is obtained by laying two belts, oae behind

the other,

57. However, if there are only a limited number of mines avail-
able, the best use must be made of them, either by spreading them

to interference from the enemy or for other reasons fewer t
@ rows of mines are laid, thiv is recorded by filling in on o

#ro fmma the number of rows kid and amending the ¥
following  Distances between rows ™ as necessary.

thinly aver the whole area or by spreading them thickly across t
most Ekely approaches, This must be a tactical decision.  1f 0

58. A smaller density malkes a field less effective, Trial
the eflectiveness of various densities as below. In actual
mere presence of mines or of a marking fenc: may act as
deterrent to enemy vehicles, until they have reconnoits

Sy
Dansity Effectives
| mine per yard of front .. 75-B6
2 mines per yard of front ... B0-100

Section 16.—USE OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF MINES
5. The minimum spacing of mines to prevent accidental setting
off of one mine by another s a8 follows :—

) Marke Vitmine oL S L T e

#) Mark IV mine v i Syds

{€) No. 75 grenades baid slde by anle . e Tyds

() No. 75 grenades laid end toend ... .. .. Dyd
However, in minefields the practicable minimum spacing is 6 yds. 5

n

60. The Mark IV and Mark V GS mines are always laid singly

In fiebds since they contain sufficient explosive to do extensive

damage and have a f.urly wide area to trap the tank track. No. 75

are effective laid smgj) against all but the Mark VI tank ;
Iaid in

are laid singly or i
mander on the spot
able. In the con ‘of & position where few mines are likely
. rmally be laid singly. Later, if more
mines become av the mines in the belt laid can be doubled
up of & second f@ mines laid in pairs can be sited in support.

61. The No, ade is laid with the filler cap pointing towards
the enemy spuds on the tank track cannot bridge it.
T I.md.?ln.pu and grenade is laid beséde the first, as shown
in Fig 7.

Fig 7. Ko. 75 grenades laid unburied in pairs.
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Section 17.—CONCEALMENT OF MINES AND
MINEFIELDS

82, The concealment of the actual mine is carvied out by burying
it or concealing it under natural debris or growth. If buried, the
round the mine must on no be able to take the
-nwndumwheelwu-mloﬂmmmthntitduu

&3, Mines laid in water will only remain effective for 2448 hours
unless the fuze assembly is above water level

64, Examgles of methods of laying different types of mines
given below.
(@) GS mumes.
(i} Unburied.—A cavity is cut in the ground to
base of the mine, The top is left 1§ ins above
surface. This is shown in Fig 8.

T y

TR
Fig 8. GS Mk IV mine anburied.

umgwu.mamﬂmhemmmn
top of the mine to help conceal it.

(i) Buried,

1. The carpet roll method. —A rectangular strip
of turf 20 ins = 4 ins i cut on its two long sides and
one short side and rollsd back. An excavation is
made, shaped as in Fig 8, to ensure that the mﬁ:
of a passing vehicle will explode the mine.
mmh'm,miﬂmplhhh' ground level 5

and the tarf is back into position. \

i

of a buried Mk IV mine in cross
i with the earth scraped of the
Fig 10.

2. The kot croes bun = method —This method is
particularly wsed with the Mk V mine. The turf is
jcut in the form of & cross 24 ins long, and the four
triangles are rolled back. The earth is excavated
to the same shape as in Fig 9 and the mine i .
The turf is then k to coincide with the
angles of the spider cover as shown in Fig 11.

Fig 11, GS Mk V buried using * hot cross bun * method,




(b) Cross-section view of buried mune.
Fig 10. G5 MK IV MINE

L

Fig 12 coniins two
eross-section of a Mk V mine buri T

and &
with the gagth scraped off the Great. muast
be mmmwe‘gnm«mm
do not the spiders and the top of the
mbv& pmtlltwm operating.

nade is laid oa top of the md ;
hJ“\lSﬁ“;ﬂmm

the individual mines, the complete field must be
nmoealedoo thatif a withdrawal is ordered and the marking fences

ars removed, no trace of the field will be left. Debris from crates,
the ad e tape used in packing the fuse, etc, must not be left
about sifbuld never at any stage be plnctd on the ground.  All
emecaval must be removed of concealed

in them, Ilhanddambumnuunnﬂ._ﬁ!_:hy!nmmw

rthmtbehmtwamdmmum For this reason as well
x—ﬂuﬂ'mmﬁy mnbeuoﬂlmmkhgpnny must go
v where the drills lay down.

2 m]fpvubk.oumthldnlwnpb:deuﬂed.tololh«up
tracks m:

wl‘h au imy or rake to rough up the

e e e A

~ m&:m -l s Tt TRk ST b oy SERER B ceacaal
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SecTion 18 —FENCING OF THE FIELD

68, In order to avoid casualties to our own troops, minefislds
should be clearly marked as laid down in Sec 4. The fence posts
should be at least 4 ft high and not more than 10 to 15 yds apart,
as shown in Fig 14, The fence should be strong, so that it does not
collapse and leave the field unmarked,




{a) Plan view of mine showing camouflage removed.
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[b) Cross-section view showing mine baried,
Fig 12 GS MK V MINE

: % ] :
1b) Cross-section view showing grenade buried.
Fig 13. Ko. 75 GRENADE






