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TRAINING PAMPHLET No. 40
AND BOOBY TRAPS

11 (ALL ARMS).—LAYING AND RECORDING
OF BRITISH MINES 1944

108 1. —INTRODUCTORY

ct that all arms fow invalved, the policy
ll::iamwduwlh!h

a be done as y and simply as possible

I‘nul'lﬁ‘lgnbu"gmry

Ml:hnwlhwldfh \m:'lurm.lr!_rbetwmlnd
the policy for nami . laying,
ke
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i3 Breacki —Emnwhmmd
CHAPTER 1 g mw"m lanes to allow the passage

POLICY WITH REGARD TO BRITISH MINEFIELDS . . -—m minefield implies the recovery amd
P o(lﬂthsmmsmthnwhuhuummd
EcTIoy L—~NOMENCLATURE sminefisld, —Protective minefields are those laid to
J_}:ummﬁnnmmﬁmu i mbytbanm;-oladehndedmhty.
(=) Mmm of o | e femive !wus —Defensive minefields are thoss laid
wil:h the ob,ec( of preventing penetration between forward

h ded localities or into an ou position.

(n) rm:im i —Tactical minefelds are those laid with
1l

of mines laid with a view to delaying the
h to a position, for example, in defiles or
h roads,  While their presence will impose
ution on the enemy, it must be remembered that
vy may interfere with the withdrawal of our own covering
troops or (mmtﬂ-ntuclu. Since they are not necessarily
covered by fi st b well ruu:nl!d. unmarked,

not lower than a division.

Secrion 3. —LAYING OF MINES
General.—All minefields will as far as possible be laid 80 as to
lupplunem or ,um up, natural obstacles. Concealment, and the
inclushon of a pm:nmdmmﬂwoﬂurd:m when available,

73] are essential to ficlds that are
g T o i il bt 3 e S 1 thay laying.

mar] on ground by a plcket driven flush mefsutate witl ur and FEsOUTCEs eXpe r
the , and tled in with the previous datum i For this reasan, protective mincfelds will invariably be coversd by
point by compass bearing and distance, [ m:_md;:i mw:ﬁ:;g‘d:;:“uMuwm\:mc the same rule
g applies to nsive min s upon distances between
) deflned as the number of mines per yurd localities, but during darkness and fog. cover by such fire will be

pnwldad trols and ially detailed for this
L 3 bRl Launulmm,ddmae.hw
pmml.lhcmnnmr.md prepared so that the mi

boundaries of which have 1 can be covered by fire when the enemy approaches.




4 5

~ i and delay the enciny. To be effective it is esential that dummy

inefields shall be enclosed and marked like live fields. Great care
re that the fact that they are dummy is not

it in with the {ramework of their defeace and in conjunction with @ @
. di

la) To clear the chich
ia)':ga ]a““bf"d Fox o e

_ 9. Methods of laying.—Mines will always W laid in
in rows |m-un5h:;righl angles from a known
will always be laid to the right when facing
The mnll;u of o be used is 8
. A r of six rows
and a spacing of & yds has been adopted to In;
All pa Mmmm%mmu?AmMIﬁ
Band C describe two methods of distributing the mines to the
layers by the use of carrying parties and by vehicles,
reater accuracy is req and is obtainable
use of the wlumm.mmwhumwummb’
In this case special records will have to be made by them,
10. Dummy minefields,—Dummy mineficlds will be
mnch as possible to supplement live minefickls and thus h‘:‘:lu:‘

or troops passing through them. y
tins or other metal abjects that give a

will aid deception in dummy minefields.
mincfields, tins, etc, should aks be placed in live

!h mines.—~Where nuisance mines cannot be left
ans ed they will be best concealed and most effective if a demmy
minefield s made to include their real position, of to extend it
mine belts, —Units will frequently
jr first line No. 75 grenades to block roads or
icularly when in harbour. It is essential
formally handed over to an incoming unit,
befare it leaves the area. To ensure lifting,

of g delferately prepared position,

. Co-ordination.—Mines once laid will eventually have to be
to our own patrols must meanwhile
haphazard and wnco-ordinated

e object is to achieve concealment
n. i it is possible for this to be
uing, then mines can be left unburied. When
tactical situation is such that mines have to be

il Unburied in the first instance, if burying is necessary for con-
cealment it shoudd be done as soon as possible, In this connection
the danger of handling mines which bave been subjected to bast,
«.g., from shell fire, must be rememlered.

Sucrion 4.—MARKING OF MINEFIELDS

Marking of perimeter fence

15, All minefields (including dummy and enemy minefields which
have been over run by our forward or incorporated in our
defence positions) will be marked. Mineficlds laid by our own troops
will be marked as they are laid.  Unmarked nuisance mines must be
restricted to nd that we ourselves will not ire to use, and
mlmﬁmo!umnﬁmmmhmmwan and to all
patrols who may possibly cross that area.
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16. Protective minefields, which will probably be laid very early i mn._mwmuemua engineer units in
hmmdapﬁﬁm.wﬂhmn‘hsumﬂmﬁngm L i p!wwhr%&lmu Two
been completed. .«’ carried in the delnm-yw

17, e operationa conditons pecmit the mineed wil be wmmmhw?;.u'qum
enclosed a fence. tin triangles sides (markers, Part
minefield ter) will be hung on the wire at about 50 S——— —
interval, Fences marking minefields will not coaform to tenance of minefield marking fences.
of the minefield. muh.ﬁmumlhmﬂniyhm

18. All markings will be removed bl final Withdra . Areas of responsibility must be laid down.
o i P RDING OF MINEFIELDS

68 in our own or el il i
16, wal S and vkt b B i 22. Gen of minefields must be carried out under

following methods will be used -

i For s.—The unit which lays a mineficld
a) By day—mwith tin or (signs, gap h ak will m"huﬁm:;:dn:tmt m’l’]‘whnpﬂvﬂr
e next to U high concerned. It will be the
» of " G ** stafl at divisional HQ) to co-ordinate
m tactical reports, to maintain their tactical
record, and to pass the to the next higher
formal ] all invalved are .
€« B) Far lifting PP —As accurate a record as can be made
in the circWnstancdllis required, so that unnecessary loss
ife can when the mines are lifted by men
g2p. 3 record will be compiled by the
(¢) Thess markings are fully ilftrated and described in in of\laying and will not necessarily
MTP 40, Part 111 ity
Provision of minefield marking stores dgeord
20. Minefleld marking stores wi {a submitted by units as in (a) above
us follows :— ummmuh’ on the m-pinn_ru“hyw
" tes o a tracing of the mined area is ares
[a) Marker, minefield perimeter | will aiso be R oot T & _ jition in
These will be provided on a of 1 ler 20 " eatablished, units approaching it can watch out for the
and will be provided with the . mmun ;_ = ir fpnce and commanders planning connter-attacks
e TRy e e e s, | e s GO TR
e vlinhis, yiumnl'u.gumgﬂpmnbh estimated time of
mmwm-mm«mwmm ‘The record required for lifting purposes
Teq! [see {b) above) will
Will be provided. \ B hm«mmm.mmw% All spaces
n:sq.\.—mmuuwﬂ.donmmmam &hmh“wﬂ. CH.MM':I,MM
units which have mine detectors. sets each new major datum Thess f -
will be issued on & * per detector ™ basis. @ will be issucd in pad form. 1f the record is for more
Thnmtenuull‘b-manl.hndh-)l'l‘?w. ! than one panel, the sketch on the back of the
Part 111, i ﬁmmm-mm“mummaz










=
Secrion 17—CONCEALMENT OF MINES AND i
MINEFIELDS - 2 S
82, The concealment of the actual mine is carvied out by burying oo it
it or concealing it under nataral debris or growth. 1f buricd, the
round the mine must on Do account be able to take the
w:dehnlwmmimMMmthtnduu

3. Mines laid in water will only remain gllective 2448
unless the fuze assembly is above r

64, Examples of meth miries
given below.
(a) G5 mines.
(i} Unburied. —A cavil cut i the ground to take the
base of the mine, Whe top is left 1 ins above the oha of & buried Mk IV mine ia cres

in with the earth scraped off the
Fig 10.

PSRRI L,
X 2. The * kot croas bun "' method —This method is
particularly used with the Mk V mine. The turf is
cut in ¢ & cross 24 ins long, and the four
§ rolled back. The earth is excavated

surface. This is shown in Fig 8.

I time lErmn:\. the turf can over tha
top of the mine to help conceal it.
(i) Buried,

1. The carpet roll method. —A rectangular strip
of turf 20 ins = 4 ins i cut on its two long sides and
one short side and rollsd back. An excavation is
made, shaped as in Fig 8, to ensure that the m_g:
of a passing vehicle will explode the mine.
mine is inserted with its top 1 in below ground level

e turf i it jon.
and the is rolled back into position. Fig 11, GS Mk V ot buan .




{b) Cruss-section view of buried mune.
Fig 10. GS MK IV MINE

31
Fig 12 cm;‘um two r showing

- Unbaried—The grenade i i on top of the ground ;
b can be wmg;rod with leaves oﬁ. i

grenade Ji.! I]):lrh‘g ‘l"hhe Llwtmn-
p‘mmh in Fig 1 striker plate is
inch e the original ground level. The
ph in Fig 13 shows the buried grenade
earth scraped off its top.

. As well the ividual mines, the complete field must be
that if a withdrawal is ordered and the marking fences
removed, no trace of the feld will be left. Debris from crates,

l::ng the fuze, etc, must not be beft
about and should neve stage be p;.ced on the ground.  All
emeavated earth geu meved or cons

vehicles We used W distribute the mines, all packing must
hand Sktribution is used, the layers must keep
io a2 empey crate

.. mmtbehmtwaudnjmum For this reason as well
mtauoﬂthemkhgm must go
cm]vwhn!ﬂndnlih)‘

8. 1 pﬂultl)l:. one man shoald nlwlp be d]‘;w'lod to hlo.l.lw
each with an :m;wvmd or rake to rough up the
wu:hmr It m mbered that the vehicle Enﬂh‘;d of
distribution will mvg tracks which will be more difficult to conceal
or disguise.

SecTion 18 —FENCING OF THE FIELD

68, In order to avoid casualties to our own troops, minefislds
should be clearly marked as laid down in Sec 4. The fence posts
should be at least 4 ft high and not more than 10 to 15 yds apart,
as shown in Fig 14. The fence should be strong, so that it does not
collapse and leave the field unmarked,




ﬂmnl‘lhumhepmndn‘l_

of mines and one cylinder of fuzes are a
it is estimated one man can
per hour for 100 yda retum journey.

specific operations, which might be

EE

one GS mine ... v 3minotes
two No, 75 grenades # to 2 minutes
Mk I grenades, two men ... § minutes

be armed quicker than this)
Bil poeumatic equipment from time of
jval on site can make IOilolu lm'GSmmn
in kard macadam road in .. 30 minotes

T6. Falhnmmlllmnmﬂlbﬂmdueddupmh
passage by our own troops, but they must not be relied upon to
stop enemy on foot.

at all timves, Spmﬂptmummutmhﬂudrﬂhwnm
the layers and distnibutors who have to leave the tapes are not in
danger.

78. Parties hym;lnlmwdlb:dnpetud far as is possible
per without lnw;fimng wl!h the efficiency of the operation. ‘The
u]d}l!rpumgmlwd using vehicle distribution, laying ll-s\mm Band C,
show for dhgmmmhe purpases the pmm . In

crenades, Times ouly for luying unburied, ) [ ] , s Jergs R mched together

i 46 ot Iaclada Terch o mrrking. S0 minee pa

training &od
man-hosr. out to avold large casualties.




79, Each mine and fuze will be inspected before 1 to see that
the shear wire is not damaged and to see that the safety nhpwuwt.
In training, special precautions will be taken to see t dummy
and live equipment are not mixed.

m
SeCTION ”.—INQPW“&N OF ANTI-TANK
tank mines are laid in minefields that n:t‘:;
mﬁm they are liable to dteriorate ow
Sxmion 21 —CARRIAGE IN THE FIELD g o
ater ilating into the fuze primers of body of the mine

B0. Units au-ry No. 75 grenades on their G1098 for their own
protection, on scales as shown in this table below :—

,,m mymphwnlly waterlogging the mechan-
in fuze or primer, or
hymunn(lmnl Local factors
u(lhowﬂuratmphmuﬂumm
the action.

fooding = may subject the mines to mechanical

i Im-unm.:umlmwym»
from. activities of insects or vegrtation.

should be carried out regularly to see that the
effective. The details of this are shown in Appendix E.

[:)G\Enunullk[\’ur\fmﬂrﬁdﬂn

mines in a wooden
crate, total 71 b, mepuk:dmeylindmmw
five in each, four cylinders being carried in Y
(B) N m.:.?.‘.:““ packed
0. es are
contains 24 detonal i i

Seerion 22.—DELIBERATE

MINEFIELDS
B4. As the field army advances, hnthmrmndmnlynlu-
ve to be cleared

af wrmnmeﬁﬂduwﬂlhdum-bmpnﬂmm





