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Section I. OFFENSIVE PRINCIPLES

1. ATTACK

In the attack the Germans stress the principle that the enemy
must be surrounded and destroyed. They believe that a strong,
rapid enveloping attack can be decisive, provided that it really
comes to grips with the enemy while he is pinned down by frontal
pressure, which the Germans exert mainly by fire. The enveloping
forces advance in depth in order to avoid being outflanked, the
guiding principle being that all enveloping attacks ultimately be-
come frontal. (See fig. 1.)

,, '' Withdrawngco

- ; ' ENEMY FORCES \

Rear d

ATTACKING FORCES

Figure 1.--German enveloping tactics.

1.
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2 COMPANY OFFICER'S HANDBOOK

In all attacks a German commander will select a point of main
effort (Schwerpunkt), where he will employ the bulk of his forces
in order to force a decision. (See fig. 2.) A German maxim is-"A
commander without a Schwerpunkt is like a man without charac-
ter." In selecting the point of main effort the Germans consider the
following factors:

(a) Weaknesses in the enemy's defensive position.
(b) Suitability of the terrain, especially for tanks, and for cooperation of all

arms.
(c) Approach routes.
(d) Possibilities for supporting fire, especially by artillery.

The Germans allot sectors and objectives to attacking units, but
this does not mean that a unit must cover with troops the whole
ground within its boundaries. The unit will choose the best line or
lines of advance within its area and dispose its troops accordingly.
The battalion making the assault at the point of main effort may be
allotted a front of about 450 yards, while a battalion in another area
may be assigned a front of 1,000 yards or more. In actual practice,
unit frontages may vary considerably. During the Tunisian Cam-
paign, General Jiirgen von Arnim, the German commander, stated
that 11/2 battalions might well attack on a front of 2,000 yards.

An attack on a narrow front, according to German doctrine, must
have sufficienit forces at its disposal to widen a penetration, main-
tain its impetus, and protect the flanks of the penetration. Once it
is launched, the attack must drive straight to its objective, regard-
less of opposition. The Germans maintain that it is wrong for the
foremost elements of the attacking forces to turn aside to deal with
threats to their flanks. This is a task which is assigned to the troops
that follow.

An effort is made by the Germans to push a break-through suffi-
ciently deep to prevent the enemy from establishing new positions
in the rear. The attacking forces attempt to reduce individual
enemy positions by encircling and isolating them. They do not con-
sider a break-through successful until they capture the enemy's
artillery positions; usually this is the special task of tanks. Where
enemy resistance weakens at any point, all available fire and forces
are concentrated to ensure the success of the break-through. The
artillery is kept well forward.
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OFFENSIVE PRINCIPLIES

45 460 o00 1,000
., ',, s .arcads Yards

- k

Figure 2.---Germant Shwerpunkt: frontages and objective.

The Germans regard their self-propelled assault guns as decisive
weapons which are employed particularly at the point of main effort.
In cooperation with infantry, they facilitate the penetration and
break-through with a; minimum of casualties. These weapons, the
Germans believe, complement artillery fire by their ability to follow
the infantry right up to an objective. Their use for small actions
before an attack is forbidden so as not to betray their presence.
Surprise is sought by bringing them into position by night and
camouflaging their assembly area. Used primarily to neutralize en-
emy support weapons at short ranges over open sights, assault guns
are employed in concentrations; to employ them singly or in com-
paratively small number is frowned upon.by the Germans.

German assault guns advance with or just behind the infantry;
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4 COMPANY OFFICER'S HANDBOOK

they never go ahead of the infantry. When an objective is reached,
the assault guns do not remain with the infantry while the position
is being consolidated but retire about 1,000 yards to await further
assignment. It is a German principle that assault guns must always
have close protection from the infantry which they are supporting.

Other characteristic features of German tactics in the attack are
as follows:

(a) Some of the motorized supporting weapons are held back to exploit a success,
to support a further advance, or to build up strength at the point of main effort.

(b) Smoke is used liberally, particularly to screen the flanks of an attacking force.
(c) Assault detachments, including engineers equipped with explosive charges

and flame throwers, are used against strongly prepared defensive positions. Fire
support for such detachments is heavy and carefully planned.

(d) Antitank guns of all calibers are employed, sometimes singly, against fixed
positions and concrete emplacements.

(e) Small groups of riflemen with automatic weapons will infiltrate enemy posi-
tions and work around the flanks and rear of an enemy force in an effort to give the
impression that it is surrounded. (See fig. 3.) In open warfare, reconnaissance

Figure 3.-German infantry firing automatic weapons. (The soldier at the ieft is the
sergeant commanding a squad of which 1he fight machine gun is part. Firing next to him
is the lieutenant leading the platoon. Under cover of the house is number 2 of the crew.

with ammunitim n box in front of him. )
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14. ROCKET PROJECTORS

For laying heavy concentrations of smoke and for massed fire
on area targets, the Germans have introduced various types of
rocket projectors. Ten types have thus far been identified, and at
least one of them is mounted on an armored tracked vehicle. The
more common types, mounted on two-wheeled tired carriages, are
the 150-mm six-barreled projector (15 cm Nebelwerfer 41), the 210-
mm five-barreled projector (21 cm Nebelwerfer 42), and the 280-mm
and 320-mm projector (28/32 cm Nebelwerfer 41) (see par. 23,
p. 50). Because the projectors are comparatively light (the
150-mm weighs 1,200 pounds, and the 210-mm, developed later,
weighs 100 pounds less-1,100 pounds), they are far more mobile
than field artillery weapons firing projectiles of similar weights.
However, the rocket projectors do not have the accuracy of artillery.
Consequently, when covering area targets with high-explosive
rocket fire, the Germans employ the projectors at medium ranges;
their dispersion is too great for fire on targets close to friendly
troops. Another tactical use made of the projectors is to build up
smoke Schwerpunkte (points of main effort) to blind critical areas,
enemy gun positions, and observation posts.

The 150-mm projector, which can be manhandled easily by two
men, has been used extensively, often as a substitute for artillery
in the kind of terrain found in Tunisia, Sicily, and Italy. Available
information indicates that the Germans have organized smoke
regiments equipped with the 150-mm mortar, and that the fire
unit is a battery of six projectors. The batteries go into position
with projectors loaded; they are towed as far forward as possible
and manhandled into position, generally on reverse slopes.
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Section IV. WEAPONS, OBSTACLES,
AND VEHICLES

15. RIFLES AND CARBINES

a. General

The standard German rifle (or long carbine) is the Mauser Kara-
biner 98K (figs. 9 and 10). There are two older types (Karabiner
98b and Gewehr 98) which are similar but have longer barrels and

Grenade-launching Grenade launcher
sight

Metal-lined hole In which
firing pin is placed in bolt _- .

disassembly

Figure 9.-Side view of the standard German rifle (Karablner 98K).
showing grenade-aunching attachments.

Upper band

Lower band

Metal-llned hole

Sling
Cleaning rod section Stamped "Mod. 98" on left receiver wall

Figure 10.-Top view of the standard German rifle (Karablner 98K1.

minor variations in accessories. A semiautomatic rifle (G. 41 and
G. 43), comparable to the U.S. Ml (Garand), has recently been
developed and is now in use. (For the principal characteristics of
the Karabiner 98K, see fig. 11, p. 30.)

29
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30 COMPANY OFFICER'S HANDBOOK

Caliber. ................................. 7.92 mm (.312 inch)

Principle of operation ................ ............ Bolt-operated

Length of barrel ........................ ....... 23.4 inches
Over-all length ................................. 43.5 inches

Sights:
Front .n..... ............ Inverted V blade (which is sometimes

equipped with a hood to provide
shade)

Rear.................. ........... Leaf with open V notch sliding on
ramp, graduated from 100 to 2,000
meters; no windage adjustment

Muzzle velocity ............................... 2,800 feet per second (approximate)

Range:
Maximum.............................. 3,000 yards (approximate)
Effective....... ...................- 800 yards (approximate)

Ammunition .-............................... See par. 15b

Capacity of magazine ..........................-... 5 rounds

Weight .............. .............- 9 pounds (approximate)

Figure 1 .-- Characteristics of the standarl German rifle (Karabiner 98K).

b. Ammunition

The four main types of service ammunition used in 7.92-mm
(.312-inch) rifles, carbines, and machine guns are as follows: ball
(schweres Spitzgeschoss, or s.S.), armor-piercing (Spitzgeschoss mit
Stahlkerm, or S.m.K.), armor-piercing tracer (Spitzgeschoss mit
Stahlkern und Leuchtspur, or S.m.K. L'Spur), and antitank (Spitz-
geschoss mit Stahlkern gehdrtet, or S.m.K.H.). (For identification
marks, see fig. 12.)  D
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Two types qf cartridge
case, indicated by S*
for copper or ST for
steel

ren ---- BALL

Border o \red ----ARMOR-PIERCING
Border of

0l ot ul percussion

cap colored red ----ARMOR-PIERCING TRACER (bullet
with black tip)

red ----ANTITANK (black bullet)

place year month

of manufacture

Figure 12.-Idenfificatio n marks of German 7.92-mm small-arms ammunition.

c. Grenade Launchers

Rifle grenades may be discharged from the rifle by the use of
grenade launchers, of which there are two types: spigot and cup.
(For details Qf rifle grenades, some of which can be used instead
as hand grenades, see fig. 19, p. 36.)

16. PISTOLS

The pistol commonly used by the German Army is the Luger
(Pistole 08). The Walther pistol (Pistole 38) and a Czech pistol
designated as Pistole 39 are also used. (See figs. 13 and 14, p. 32.)

These 9-mm (.354-inch) pistols have a higher muzzle velocity
and greater penetration than the U.S. 45-caliber pistol, but because
of their smaller caliber they have less shock power. (For the prin-
cipal characteristics of Luger and Walther pistols, see fig. 15, p. 33.)

17. SUBMACHINE GUNS

The 9-mm submachine gun (Maschinenpistole) is widely used in
the German Army, especially by armored-vehicle and parachute
troops. In the infantry it is carried by squad and platoon leaders.
The most common models are the models of 1938 and 1940 (M.P.-38
and M.P. 40) (see figs. 16, p. 34, and 17, p. 35), which are, for all
practical purposes, substantially similar.
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12 in the heavy-weapons company of the infantry battalion); or
mounted on a special antiaircraft mount and used against aircraft
by the addition of an adapter and antiaircraft sights.

20. INFANTRY MORTARS

The infantry mortar is normally an important support weapon
of the German infantry regiment. It was relegated to a minor
place in desert fighting because of its limited range (see fig. 24),
but its capabilities have been fully exploited in the Tunisian and
Italian Campaigns.

The two standard infantry mortars of the German Army are the
50-mm light mortar, model 36 (leichter Granatwerfer 36) (fig, 25),
and the 81-mm heavy mortar, model 34 (schwerer Granatwerfer
34) (fig. 26, p. 42).

The 50-mm mortar is the organic support weapon of the rifle
platoon and rifle company (one per rifle platoon), and the 81-mra
mortar is the organic support weapon of the infantry battalion
(six per battalion, in the heavy-weapons company). A 120-mm
mortar is also in use, firing a 35-pound projectile up to 6,500 yards
(see par. 13b, p. 27).

Quick-release
lever

Elevating-screw
sleeve

Barrel handle

Range indicator i

Trigger level

Leveling handle Projectile

Prolectie

Traversing
handwheel

Figure 25.-50-mm mortar, model 36.
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Figure 43.-20.mm dual-purpose gun (2 cm Flak 38).

Figure 44.--88-mm dual-purpose gun (8.8 cm Flak 18).
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Weapon .................... 20-mm, Model 38 37-mm, Models 88-mm, Models
36 and 37 18, 36, and 37

German designation | 2 crm Flatk 3S 3.7 cm Flak 36 and 37 S.S cm Flak 18, (;, and 37

Length of piece .......... 65 calibers 50 calibers 56 calibers

Identification and
recognition .......... Long thin barrel, bell- Long thin barrel, bell- Recuperator and count-

shaped muzzle brake shaped muzzle brake errecoil mechanism
above barrel, recoil
mechanism below bar-
rel; long rammer and
tray rear of breech
block; double equili-
brators in horizontal
position forward of
trunnions and below
barrel; square shield
for dual-purpose use

Muzzle velocity 2,600 to 2,950 feet per 2,400 to 3,550 feet per 1,970 to 3,050 feet per
second l second second

Maximum hori-
zontal range....._... 5,250 yards 7,100 yards 16,200 yards

Effective vertical
range,_ .............. 6,500 feet 13,775 feet 34,770 feet

Rate of fire
(normal) .____....... 180 to 220 rounds per 80 to 120 rounds per 15 to 20 rounds per

minute minute minute

Ammunition .............. High-explosive, incen- High-explosive, armor- High-explosive, armor-
diary, armor-piere- piercing, tracer piereing armor-pierc-
ing, tracer mag cap, hollow-charge

Weight of projectile..- 3.55 to 5.16 ounces 0.79 to 1.88 pounds 16.0 to 20.75 pounds

Armor penetration
(at 870 yards and
30 degrees from
normal) ..... - Up to 0.47 inch Up to 0.98 inch Up to 4.33 inches

(12 mm) (25 mm) (110 mm)

Weight in firing
position .............. 900 pounds 3,400 pounds 10,000 pounds

Method of trans- Truck-drawn or Truck-drawn or Drawn by half-track
port ........................ mounted on half- mounted on half-

track track

Elevation .................. -355 to +1,6000 mils -180 to+ 1,510 mils --55 to +1,1510 mils

Traverse ...._....._..... | 6,400 mils 6,400 mils 6,400 mils

Remarks.......__....... Iodel 30 substantially Model 18 substantially Model 41 similar in
similar, but with similar general, but has a
lower rate of fire longer barrel, is

mounted lower, and
has superior perform-
ance

Figure 45.-Characteristics of common antiaircraft guns.
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b. Land Mines
Both antitank and antipersonnel mines are laid at every oppor-

tunity. Avenues of approach, roads, road shoulders, crossroads and
road junctions, turnouts, parking areas, ditches, and culverts are
often mined. Prepared positions are usually protected by mine fields.
These mine fields may be laid in belts of various types of antitank
and antipersonnel mines. Antipersonnel mines are scattered in any
area in front of a German position which is favorable for the con-
centration or passage of opposing troops.

The two most common types of mines are the T-mine (Teller-
mine) (fig. 46), an antitank mine, and the S-mine (Schrapnell-
mine) (fig. 47, p. 6'2), popularly known as the "Bouncing Baby," an
antipersonnel mine. The T-mine can disable a tank by blowing its
tracks off. The S-mine, when set off by being stepped on or by
trip wires, leaps about 3 to 7 feet in the air and scatters a charge
of about 320 steel balls, together with fragments of the case, in
every direction up to 200 yards. Although the T-mine will not

t000 ffff ff- f.::.< ,·

Figure 46.-Antitank mine (Tellermine 43). (This mine has a steel case painted gray.
It weighs 18 pounds. Including 12 pounds of TNT. Other types of antitank mines resembe

it in general.)
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Antennae

Sand or leaves -/

9 in ~ :~~4 in

4in n

-® -

Figure 4 7 .- Antipersonnel mine (SchrapnellmIne):
0 laid with pressure Igniter
0 laid with pull igniter and trip wires.
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usually go off under the weight of a man, it sometimes does.
S-mines are frequently planted on the forward edge of a belt of
T-mines; they are also interspersed, together with booby traps,
within a mine field.

Wooden box mines, concrete antipersonnel mines, and other
types of mines are also used.'

c. Booby Traps

Making every effort to obtain deception and surprise, the Ger-
mans plant booby traps in paths, passages, doorways, windows,
drawers, and cabinets-connect them with any movable object
or anything that may be stepped on or sat on, and hide them
in many ingenious ways in unexpected places. German booby
traps may be made from hand grenades, mines, shells, or explosive
charges, and actuated by pressure, pull, or time fuzes.

26. ARMORED VEHICLES AND SELF-PROPELLED GUNS

a. Tanks

The German tank (Panzerkampfwagen, or Pz.Kpfwo.) 2 has been
made in six series, I, II, III, IV, Panther, and Tiger. The Pz.Kpfw. I
is obsolete and the Pz.Kpfw. II nearly so. The Pz.Kpfw. III has
been the principal tank of the panzer regiment of the panzer divi-
sion, but there appears to be a trend to replace the Pz.Kpfw. III
and even the Pz.Kpfw. IV with the Pz.Kpfw. Panther and Tiger
as these later models become available. (For illustrations and de-
tails, see figs. 48 to 54, pp. 64 to 67.)

1 For more detailed information on German mines, see FM 5-31, Land Mines and
Booby Traps (November 1943).

2 The Germans have abandoned the older abbreviation Pz.Kw., because of pos-
sible confusion with the abbreviation for Personenkraftwagen (Pkw.).
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Figure 48.-Pz.Kpfw. I. (Weight, 6.4 tons; maximum speed, 25 miles per hour; armament,
two 7.92-mm machine guns in turret; now obsolete.)

Figure 49.-Pz.Kpfw. II. (Weight, 11.2 tons; maximum speed, 30 miles per hour; armament,
one 20-mm tank gun (2 cm Kw.K. 30 or 38) and one 7.92-mm machine gun in turret; now

obsolescent; often used by engineers and for flame throwers).
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Figure 50.-Pz.Kpfw. Ill (with 50-mm long-borreled tank gun). (Weight, 24.7 tons;
maximum speed, 28 miles per hour; armament, one 50-mm long-barreled tank gun (5 cm
Kw.K. 39) or one 75-mm short-barreled tank gun (7.5 cm Kw.K.), and one 7.92-mm

machine gun in turret, and one 7.92-mm machine gun in hull.)

Figure 51.-Pz.Kpfw. IV (with 75-mm long-barreled tank gun). (Weight, 26 tons; maximum
speed, 25 miles per hour; armament, one 75-mm short-barreled tank gun (7.5 cm Kw.K.)
or one 75-mm long-barreled tank guin (7.5 cm Kw.K. 40), and one 7.92-mm machine gun

in turret, and one 7.92-mm machine gun in hull.)

  D
EM

O
 

 di
m

en
sio

ne
 ri

do
tta



66 COMIPANY OFFICER'S HANDBOOK

L

Figure 52.-Pz.Kpfw. Panther. (The present model, which is the newest of the German
tanks, has been in action on the Russian front. Weight, 50.5 tons; maximum speed. 30
miles per hour; armament, one 75-mm super-long-barreled tank gun (7.5 cm Kw.K. 43)

and one 7.92-mm machine gun in turret.)

Figure 53.-Pz.Kpfw. Tiger. (Weight, 62.5 tons; maximum speed, 25 miles per hour;
armament, one 88.mm super-long-barreled tank gun (8.8 cm Kw.K. 36) (a tank gun version
of the 8.8 cm Flak 36) and one 7.92-mm machine gun in turret, and one 7.92-mm machine

gun in hull.)  D
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Figure S4.-Armor skirting on a Pz.Kpfw. IV. (with 75-mm short-barreled tank gun).
(The Pz.Kpfw. III and IV now carry 5-mm (0.2-inch) plates outside their turrets and
outside their suspension. The purpose of these plates is to detonate hollow-charge pro-
jectiles and to nullify the effect of antitank rifles. When not in battle, the plates over

the suspension may be unbolted and stacked on the rear of the tank.)

b. Armored Cars and Half-tracks

The standard light armored car (le.Pz.Sp.TWg.) has four wheels
and the standard heavy armored car (s.Pz.Sp.Wg. (8-Rad)) has
eight wheels. Each is normally armed with a 20-mm gun and a
7.92-mm machine gun. Many eight-wheeled cars now mount a
75-nim short-barreled tank gun (7.5 cm Kw.K.) (fig. 55, p. 68). The
six-wheeled heavy armored car (s.Pz.Sp. Ig. (6-Rad)) is now
obsolete. Armored half-tracks are used as weapons and personnel car-
riers, as mounts for light weapons, as command vehicles, as ammu-
nition carriers, and as armored observation posts.

c. Self-propelled Weapons

Many types and calibers of standard weapons, including assault,
dual-purpose, and antitank guns, infantry support weapons, and
rocket projectors are used on self-propelled mounts, often by install-
ing a standard weapon on an obsolete tank chassis. The Pz.Kpfw.
I and II tanks, the French Somua medium tank, and the Czech
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Figure 55.-Eight-wheeled armored car (with 75-mm short.barreled tank gun). (The carhas been captured and reconditioned by U.S. troops.)

L.T.H. (Pz.Kpfw. 38 (t)), a light tank with Christie-type wheels,have frequently been used for this purpose. Antitank and assaultguns in particular are given greater mobility by the self-propelledmount. It is German tactical policy to avoid using tanks againsttanks, but to use antitank guns against tanks, developing suchself-propelled weapons as the Ferdinand for this purpose. Amongcommon types of self-propelled guns are the 88-mm antitank guns(the Hornet (Hornisse) on a Pz.Kpfw. IV chassis and the Ferdi-nand on a Tiger chassis); the assault gun (7 5-mm long-barreledor short-barreled gun or 105-mm howitzer on a Pz.Kpfw. IIIchassis); the 105-mm howitzer on a Pz.Kpfw. II chassis, the Wasp(Wespe); the 150-mm howitzer on a Pz.Kpfw. IV chassis, the Bee(Hummel); and the 20-mm dual-purpose gun (either single- orfour-barreled), which is frequently mounted on a half-track vehicle.Antitank and assault guns are not mounted in revolving turretsand usually can fire forward only. (See figs. 56 and 57.)
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Figure 56.-75S-mm assault gun (7.5 cm Sturmkanone, or Sfu.K., 40). (This gun, with a
range of 8,400 yards, is mounted in the hull of a Pz.Kpfw. III tank with the turret removed;
additional 1.18-Inch (30-mm) plates are bolted on the front, and 0.2-inch (5-mm) skirting

plates on the sides. Earlier models lacked the commander's cupola.)

Figure 57.-88-mm self-propelled antitank gun (Pz.J.g. Tiger-P (Ferdinand)). (Weight, 80
tons (approxirmately); maximum speed, 12 miles per hour; armament, 88-mm tahik gun

believed to be similar to the 8.8 cm Flak 41).)
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b. Combat Team Viebig

Combat Team Viebig was organized for a holding and delaying
mission in a favorable defensive sector where little infantry was
available. Its component units were as follows:

26th Reconnaissance Battalion;
8th Company, 26th Tank Regiment;
1st Company, 93d Engineer Battalion;
1st Battalion, 93d Artillery Regiment (less 3d Battery, plus 8th Battery);
3d Battery, 304th Flak Battalion.

c. Combat Team Heilmann

The mission of Combat Team Heilmann was to conduct a vig-
orous and protracted delaying action in northern Apulia. It re-
tained its identity for several 'weeks, and its component units were
as follows:

Unit Officers Enlisted men
3d Parachute Regiment ..-....... 17 517
11th and 14th Companies, 1st Parachute Regiment__ 9 295
10th and 11th Companies, Ist Parachute Artillery

Regiment -.. ..............- 3 167
One platoon (self-propelled guns), 6th Company,

1st Parachute- Antitank Battalion -_......... 1 15

Hoffman Antitank Platoon, Parachute Antitank
Battalion ..-...-------------------------- 1 12

Bauer Antitank Platoon, Parachute Antitank Bat-
talion .-.......----------...... None 24

Parachute Antiaircraft Machine-gun Battalion .-. ...... (?) (?)

2d Company, 33d Engineer Battalion -. 2.......- 123

Schindler Flak Battery .-................ ~ 1 65

Volkmann Flak Battery ..-.... . ... 1 37
Sardinia Antitank Platoon .. . ........__.__..--. 1 23
Italian parachutists -......... . .... ....... 8 24

TOTAL .........------- ---- ---------------- 44 1,302

The fire power of Combat Team Heilmann was as follows:
Antitank guns: One 37-mm, four 42-mm, two 50-mm, six 75-mm, and three

75-mm self-propelled guns.
Antiaircraft guns: Three 20-mm and two 88-mm guns.
Field artillery: None.
Tanks: None.
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d. Combat Team Rau

Combat Team Rau was formed in an emergency for the defense
of the Termoli area. Its composition, strength, and weapons are
shown in the following table:

Unit Officers Enlisted Weapons
men

Headquarters Battery, 3d Battalion, Two 105-mm guns and
and 3d Battery, 1st Parachute Artil- three light machine
lery Regiment .-.... ........... . 4 44 guns.

Headquarters Company, Parachute Three heavy machine
Engineer Battalion .-...................... 1 68 guns and one heavy

mortar.
2d Company, Parachute Engineer Bat- Nine heavy machine

talion ............ ----------------------- ..... 1 85 guns.
1st Company, Parachute Medical Unit 3 100 Seven light machine

guns.
Elements, 3d Battery and 1st Battery, Two light machine

851st Antiaircraft Battalion, and guns; three 20-mm,
327th Antiaircraft Battalion .-...... ... 69 two 37-mm, and one

88-mm antiaircraft
guns.

Kurz Unit ..-........ ........... ............- -- 5 One 75-mm self-pro
pelled gun.

TOTAL . -... 2.-..._._ .._..... 19 371
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30. INFANTRY DIVISION: REORGANIZATION TREND

There is evidence that the German Army is reorganizing its in-
fantry 'division. The reasons for this trend are a manpower
shortage due to attrition, the necessity for preparing for a two-
front war, and, possibly, new tactical concepts. The possibilities are
that the number of battalions in the infantry regiment will be re-
duced from three to two, or that the regiments themselves will be
reduced within the division from three to two. As a result, the
average strength of the division will be reduced to approximately
13,000 officers and enlisted men. It is probable also that the number
of squads in the rifle platoon will be reduced from four to three. A
consequence of this reduction may be a sizable reduction of the
strength of special troops, artillery, and services. There are indi-
cations also that the reconnaissance battalion and the antitank
battalion may be merged in one mobile battalion.

The exigencies of warfare on the Eastern Front compelled the
Germans, in the winter of 1941-42, to organize special ski units for
counterattack, patrolling, and defense against guerrilla warfare.
These units were GHQ troops and were known originally as Jagd-
kommandos (raiding detachments), but now they are called Jdger
battalions. To carry out the same kind of combat missions, the in-
fantry divisions formed provisional battalions patterned on the
GHQ ski battalions. Both the GHQ and the provisional battalions
evidently proved satisfactory, and after the winter season the Ger-
mans decided to retain them as shock troops. They were then
motorized in order to preserve their mobility, In forming these
units, the composition of the division is altered as little as possible.

The provisional units have now acquired the designation of
Divisioms-Bataillons (divisional battalions), and their primary
mission is counterattack. It is likely that they will be employed
very flexibly for rapid employment by the division commander
to meet critical situations. The divisional battalion consists of three
companies of picked riflemen and one heavy-weapons company.
In some divisions this unit may replace the reconnaissance battalion.

78
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d. Reconnaissance Battalion (Aufklarungsabtellung):
Strength and Weapons (Inf Div)

UNIT Personnel i 4

Bn Hq 20

Com Plat 35

Horse Cav Tr' 205 9 2

Bcl Tr 180 9 2 3

Hv Wpn Tr 150 5 4 3 3 4 2 3

Light Rcn Clm 35 2

TOTAL 625 25 8 3 3 3 4 2 3
1 The horse cavalry troop is sometimes replaced by a bicycle troop.
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f. Infantry Regiment (Grenadierregiment):
Strength and Weapons (Inf Div)

UNIT Personnrel ; E 5 E ® E

Rifle Plat 50 41

RIifle Co 190 12 . 3

MG Co 200 12 6

Inf Bn 850 12 9 6

3 Inf Bns 2,550 108 36 27 27 18

Regtl Hq 35

Hq Co 215

13th (Inf How) Co 190 6 2

14th (AT) Co 160 8 12

Light Inf Clm 100 4

TOTAL 3,250 123 36 27 12 27 18 6 2
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~12----
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k. Panzer-Grenadier Regiment (Panzergrenadierregiment):
Strength and Weapons (Armd Div)

Unit Personnel d > CE

Pz. Gren. Co (Mtz) 225 18 4 3 1 2

Pz. Gren. Co (Armd) l 210 34 4 3 3 2 19

Hv Wpn Co (,Ntz) 170 6 3 3 4

Hv Wpn Co (Armd) 170 24 3 4 21

Bn Ilq ('Mtz) & Train 110

Bn IIq (Armd) & Train 110 7 7

Regtl Ilq 25 2 2

Hq Co 150 9 3

Pz. Gren. Bn (Mtz) 955 0eo 12 9 6 3 6 4

Pz. Gren. Bn (Armd) 910 133 12 9 9 3 6 4 85

Hv Inf How Co 110 4

Light Clm 50 2

TOTAL 2,200 206 24 18 6 9 9 12 8 4 87

'There is a tendency to equip the heavy platoon of the panzer-grenadier company (armored)
with rocket projectors on self-propelled mounts.  D

EM
O

 
 di
m

en
sio

ne
 ri

do
tta



100 COMPANY OFFICER'S HANDBOOK

I. Panzer-Grenadier Company (Motorized) (Panzergrenadier-
kompanie): Organization Chart (Armd Div)

PANZER-GRENADIER COMPA'NY¥
(MOTORIZED)

'Co lq Ps.Gn. Ps.Gren. P .Gren M Train |

81-mmmor ut is c d a yplato p i o

gun c ompany (Maschinrenewehrkomanie) (see ar. 1e, p. 83. Each fourth platoon of the paner

81-mm mortars, but is called a heavy platoon (schwerer Zag) instead of a machine-gun platoon
For the purpose of consistency, however, it i herman nomenclatured a machine-g fourth company of the infantryon.

F~or the purpose of consistency, however, it is here termed a machine-gun platoon.  D
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m. Panzer-Grenadier Company (Motorized) (Panzergrenadier-
kompanle): Strength and Weapons (Armd Div)

UNIT Personnel U e
I O

Co Hq 15 1

Pz.Gren. PI'lat 45 6 1

Pz.Gren. Plat 45 6 1

P'z.Gren. Plat 45 6 1

MG Plat 50 4 2

Trains 25

TOTAL 225 18 4 3 I 1 2

n. Panzer-Grenadier Platoon (Motorized) (Panzergrenadier-
zug): Strength and Weapons (Armd Div)

UNIT Personnel '

l

Plat Hq 7 1

Pz.Gren. Sec 12 2

Pz.Gren. Sec 12 2

Pz.Gren. Sec 12 2

Trains 2

TOTAL 45 I 6 1

o. Machine-gun Platoon (Motorized) (schwerer Zug): Strength
and Weapons (Armd Div)

UNIT Personnel

Plat Hq 6

Hv MG Sec 14 2

Hv MG Sec 14 2

81-mm Mort Sec 14 2

Trains [ 2

TOTAL 50 4 2
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p. Panzer-Grenadier Company (Armored)
(Panzergrenadierkompanie Igep)):
Organization Chart (Armd Div)

PANZER-CRENADIER COMPANY
(ARMORED)

Ps. ren. Pz.Gren. Px. Gren. MG P lat
Plat lat lat (Armd
(Armd) (Armd) (Armd)

sP.Gren. Hv MG

(Armd) (Armd)

(Armd) (Armd)

~Trains |_~81-Trainsm M

See I, note 1, above.  D
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51. SUPERSEDED WEAPON AND EQUIPMENT SYMBOLS

The following symbols, though superseded, may still be found:

Hv MG Light Mort Medium Mort Light Inf How

III i I
Hv Inf How AT Rifle Hv AT Rifle 37-mm AT Gun

47-mm AT Gun 50-mm AT Gun 75-mm AT Gun 88-mm AT Gun
(Czech)

20-mm AA Gun 20-mm (Four- 37-mm AA Gun 50-mm AA Gun
barreled) AA

Gun

88-mm AA Gun 105-mmn AA Gun 75-mm Guns 75-mm Assault Gun

IT TTT I
100-mm Guns 150-mm Guns 120-mm Coastal 170-mm Guns

Gun

TT TT I 1'l'T
210-mm Guns 240-mm Guns 305-mm Gun 105-mm Hows
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T+T T T
120-mm How 150-mm How 210-mm High-angle 240-mm How

Hows (Morser)

305-mm High-angle 420-mm Hows Tk, M1 Tk, M2
How (Miorser) (Pz.Kpfw. I) (Pz.Kpfw. 11)

Tk, M3 Tk, M4 Armd Comd Car "Volkswagen"
(Pz.Kpfiv. III) (Pz.Kpfw. IV) (Jeep)

Half-track Personnel
Carrier

DISTRIBUTION:

C & H (2) to Continental U. S. and to ETOUSA, NATOUSA.
USAFIME, USAFSA, and Caribbean. (For explanation of
symbols, see FM 21-6.)  D
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