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CREW DRILL, LIGHT ARMORED CAR M8

SECTION I
GENERAL

W 1. PURPOSE AND SCOPE.~—a. This manual is designed fonithe
use of the platoon leader and car commander in training
members of the crew of thelight armored car M8. (Sge fig.
1.) Tt is to be used as a guideto achieve orderly, disciplined,
and efficient execution‘of mounted and dismounted aetion,
and precision, accurgey, and speed in the service ofithe/ve-
hicular weapons.

b. Reference is madesto other War Department publica-
tions where appropriate. A complete list is contaihed in
FM 21-6.

B 2. TrAINING PRINGIPLE.—Training in crew drill will stress
the importangé ofthe prompt execution of coffeet movements
at all times{ Strict adherence to standardized procedures
during the training period will insure the smeoth functioning
of the crew as a team in critical combat situations.

Fieure 1.—Light armored car M8.
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SEcTION II
CREW COMPOSITION AND FORMATIONS

B 3. ComposiTioN.—The crew of the light armored car M8
consists of four members, a car commander, a radio operator
and assistant driver (hereafter referred to as radio operatgr);
a driver, and a radio operator and gunner (hereafter “re-
ferred to as gunner). The car commander may be an officer
or a honcommissioned officer.

W 4. ForRMATIONS.—a. Bismounted posts.—The crew forms in
one rank. (See fig. 2.) The car commander takes ‘hisgpost
three paces in frontiof the right front wheel, fagingyto the
front. The radio dperator, driver, and gunner, in ‘that/order,
take posts on the left ofathe car commander at close interval
(4 inches). :

3 PACES
J (Rad Opr &)
CAR COMDR : GUNNER
RADIO OPERATOR- DRIVER
(& asst driver)

Freure 2—Dismounted posts.
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FIGURE 3.—Method of mounting.

b. Mounted posts.—The crew forms mounted as follows
(see fig. 4):

(1) Car commander—On the (right” side of the turret,

standing on the floor, or sitting or%standing on the turret
seat.

(2) Radio operator.—In the assisfant driver’s seat.
(3) Driver—In the driver’'s séait.
(4) Gunner.—On the leftgside of the turret, standing on
the floor, or sitting or standing on the turret seat.
SECTION III
CREW CONTROL

B 5. OPERATION OF INTERPHONE.—a. The interphone is used
whenever the car is operated. After mounting, headsets and
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microphones are put on and tested according to the pro-
cedure outlined in paragraph 1 of the appendix.

b. In connecting the break-away plug, each crew member
inserts the plug of the short cord extending from his head-
set, into the break-away plug of the extension cord of his
interphone control box. The throat microphone is adjusted
so that the microphone buttons fit firmly on the front part
of the operator’s neck, and is connected to the break-away
plug on the extension cord. During the procedure of c¢héck-
ing interphone, each crew member adjusts the volume_con=
trol on his interphone centrol box to the desired level.[ Cate
must be taken that the microphone switch does net remain
in a locked position.

c. It is the duty ofweach man invariably to check\his/per-
sonal interphone equihpmént upon mounting. He dseertains
that it is properlysmaintained and reports malfunctions to
the car commangder.

d. Definite zommnmiands and terminology are,set forth in
paragraph 6. {Thése ferms, and such others as are stand-
ardized by individu@liunits, are used in order tosinsure speed
and accuracy in the transmission of orders. “General con-
. versation omythe interphone causes misunderstanding and
disorder and is detrimental to discipline,

M 6. INTERPHONE LANGUAGE.—a. Terms.

Car commander___.__ LIEUTENANT or SERGEANT
Radio operator-______ RAD y
Driver..._____________ DRIVER
Gunner . __________ GUNNER

Any unarmored car___. CAR

Armored car.________ ARMORED CAR
Any unarmored truck. TRUCK

Any antitank gun..._. ANTEITANK
Infantry_ . _____ DOUGHS
Machine gun_—_—.___» MACHINE GUN
Airplane_..___.____M& PILANE

Tank_ S TANK

Mines b MINES
Ditch—____________ "% DITCH
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Figurg 4—Crew at MQUNTED POSTS.
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b. Commands for movement of car (see also FM 2-5).

To move forward_____ DRIVER MOVE OUT
Tohalt______.___.___ DRIVER STOP
To reverse. .- __—- DRIVER REVERSE

To decrease speed___. DRIVER SLOW DOWN

To turn right 90°_____
To turn left 60°______

To turn right ((eft)

To have driver, méve
toward a tertain
feature orgreference
point, the ¢ap,being
headed/ iny proper
direction

To follew in column.__

To follow on road or

To start engine_______
To stop engine_______
To proceed in a spe-

cific gear_ .. __.____

To proceed at same

DRIVER iCLOCK 3, STEADY
ON

DRIVER CLOCK 10, STEADY
ON

DRIVER , CLOCK 6 _RIGHT
(LEPT), STEADY ON

DRIVER MARGH/ON WHITE
HOUSE (HILLMDEAD TREE,
ETC.)

DRIVER FOELQW THAT CAR
(DRIVER#EOLLOW CAR
NO. _0)

DRIVER» RIGHT ON ROAD
(DRIVER RIGHT ON
TRAIL)

DRIVER CRANK UP

DRIVERCUT ENGINE

DRIVER THIRD GEAR
(FIRST GEAR) (FOURTH
GEAR)

DRIVER STEADY
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