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NOTES ON IDENTIFICATION

OF AEROPLANES.


DEFINITIONS. 

Monoplane.—An aeroplane with, one wing on each 
side of the body. 

Biplane.—An aeroplane with two wings on each side 
of the body. 

Triplane.—An aeroplane with three wings on each 
side of the body. 

Tractor machines.—Machines having the air screw 
in front of the wings. 

Pusher machines.—Machines having the air screw 
behind the wings. 

Nacelle.—The term used in pusher machines for the 
body which carries the engine, controls, observer, and 
pilot. The Caudron, although it is a tractor, is con­
structed after the pusher type. In "pusher" ma­
chines, the nacelle projects well in front of the wings. 

Under carriage.—The part of the structure connect­
ing the wheels to the nacelle. 

Fuselage.—The body of a tractor machine, which 
carries the pilot, observer, and engine, and extends 
back as far as the tail. All fuselages now are covered 
with canvas or three-ply wood. 

Tail.—The small horizontal plane at the end of the 
fuselage. TA
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8 NOTES ON IDENTIFICATION OF AEROPLANES. 

Rudder.—The small vertical plane or planes attached 
to the tail. 

Fin.—A small vertical fixed plane on the top of the 
fuselage and tail. " The rudder is usually attached to the 
near erid of the fin. 

Dihedral.—An aeroplane is said to have dihedral 
when the wings, as seen from the front, are set at angle 
to each other on either side of the body. 

Stagger.—An aeroplane is said to have stagger when 
the lower wings are not set vertically below the upper 
wings. 

Leading edge.—The front edge of the wings of an 
aeroplane. 

Trailing edge.—The rear edge of the wings of an 
aeroplane. 

Ailerons.—Flaps fitted to the trailing edge of the 
main plane in order to give lateral control. Ailerons 
are sometimes very conspicuous. 

Overhang or extensions.—An aeroplane is said to 
have overhang when the upper wings, are longer than 
the lower wings. 

Sweep back.—An aeroplane is said to be swept back 
when the wings, as seen from above or below, are not 
set in a straight line. Sometimes the leading edge is 
swept back while the trailing edge is straight. 

Cut back.—When the trailing edge is longer than the 
leading edge. 

Wedge shape.—When the, leading edge is longer 
than the trailing edge. 

Struts.—The wooden supports joining the upper 
wings to the lower wings. 

These notes should be studied in conjunction with the 
latest edition of ' ' Silhouettes of Aeroplanes." TA
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22 NOTES ON IDENTIFICATION OF AEROPLANES. 
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BRITISH. 

Sopwith Scout.—The Bopwirih Scout is a fast one-seater machine. The wing tips and tail are 
wedge shaped. It has stagger, dihedral, and closed fuselage. 
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BRITISH. 

Sopwith Triplane.—The Sopwith Triplane has throe planes, and the wing tips are cut as in 
the Scout, except that the corners are very slightly rounded. The tail rudder are similar to hoset 
of the Sopwortli Scout. 
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BRITISH. 

The Sopworth Camel is a small single-seater machine. It has stagger, but no overhang. The 
upper plane is straight; but the lower has a marked dihedral,, the tips of both being cut back. The tail 
is of type X, and the rudder is similar to that of the Sopworth Scout. 
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BRITISH. 

S. P. A. D.—The S. P. A. D. is a tractor biplane with closed fuselage and is perhaps 
the most difficult of all allied planes to distinguish. 

The wings are square cut; there are two pairs of struts on either side of the nacelle, 
which appear to be of equal length, but in reality there is a slight overhang. 

The tail (see sketch) is the safest guide to the identity of this machine. 
The S. P. A. D. is liable to be mistaken for a hostile plane by unskilled 

observers, and the greatest care must therefore be exercised in establishing its 
identity. 

24997°—IS. (To face page G3.) 

TA
LP

O
.IT

 
 TA

LP
O

.IT
 

 TA
LP

O
.IT



NOTES ON IDENTIFICATION OF AEROPLANES. 63 

TA
LP

O
.IT

 
 TA

LP
O

.IT
 

 TA
LP

O
.IT



64 NOTES ON IDENTIFICATION OF AEROPLANES. 

ffl ^ 

TA
LP

O
.IT

 
 TA

LP
O

.IT
 

 TA
LP

O
.IT



GERMAN. 

Fokker.—The FokTcer is a fast monoplane scout, having cut back wings and rectangular 
tail, t}rpe Y (par. 12). The round rudder cocked up above the tail is its chief characteristic. 
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GERMAN. 

Halberstadter.—The HaTberstadter is a difficult machine to identify unless seen sideways, 
and then its high, triangular rudder is extremely prominent. Some uncertainty exists as to the 
exact structure, but most observers agree as to the slight dihedral and stagger, while the tail 
is certainly of type Y (par. 12), this having been a common cause of confusion when the 
machine first appeared. As soon, however, as the rudder can be seen, no further doubt is 
possible. 
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