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PART A
CAMPAIGN OF FRANCE
1 August — 24 September 1944

1. The Third US Army became operational at noon, 1 August 1944, At that time
major breakthrough had been accomplished on the Normandy front. The VIII Corps,

initially the only Corps eperational in the Army, was driving south along the K

side of the Cotentin Peninsula, and headed by the 4th and 6th Arinored Divisions,

passing through Avranches. N

to divisions, was given
t bottleneck at Avranches,

jes on the Avranches-Pontau-
ks, and was protecting the passag he Division. When the Division
113th AAA Group {VIIlI Corps) edMhe 777th by Corps AA. In the
d Aug 1-2, the 777th shot down 18 E/ 113th AAA Group was, in turn,
relieved Dy the 38th AAA Brigade on 4 with the 24th and 207th Groups, and
by the end of air activity 12 August, mor 0 E/A had been engaged, and at
least 160 shot down, but not once was a bridge or other installation seriously
hit. It was the first major enemy air the continent, and remained as the
most intense enemy air effort in thg Thir rmy until the Ardennes campaign. It
is interesting to note that a greal m sty of the attacks were at night, aided by
bright moonlight and clear weather
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3. After most of the troops had passed through the Avranches boltleneck GAF
activity declined rapidly, as the Luftwaffe moved their bases to the rear. The VIII
Corps, after passing through, cut west and southwest, and overran the Brittany
peninsula. The XV Corps followed the VIII Corps through Avranches, 4 August,
drove southeas! to Le Mans, and then swung sharply northeast towards Argentan and
Dreux forming the southern arm of the pincers closing the Falaise gap. The XX Corps
followed on 7 August; drove to the Loire River, then headed east, covering the Third
Army south flank. On 15 August the XX Corps turned northeast and headed for
Chartres, turning over the south flank to the XII Corps, which had become operati
in the meantime and had received the 41h Armored from the VIlI Corps. On 15 Aug
the XV Corps also started a new push from Dreux, crassed the Seine River, ank

north of Paris on 24 August, when the Cerps was transferred to the First US Arnmy.

It was during the bridgehead operations at the Seine that the Luftwaffe st
second time,

Dawn alert
A action at the Seine, while of a sh Qom was, in some respects,

e the GAF made most of their
Allied aircraft at their distant
the three days of most activit August, more than 250 aircrafl
attacked the bridges and motorized colum L least 63 were shot down, with
a peak of 24 on the second day. No signidlgant damage was caused at any defended
area. The 456th AW Bn shot down 23, a
days, 21—22 August. (See plate I

5. The VIII Corps, in Brittany, less d Gth Armored Divisions which joined
the XI1 Corps, was transferred to N1 S Army, 5 September, leaving only the
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