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LIFE IN A TANK
9
o

THE MEANING OF THE TANK CORPS

TANKS! . Q

To the uninitiated — as were we in thoseb
when we returned to the Somme, too lat&(‘\—
the tanks make their first dramatic entrafice

the name conjures up a picture of an iron m

ster, breathing fire and exhaling b and

shells, hurljag, itself against the e un-
assailable n and impervious most

deadly cagi®ee”of war; sublime, i , in its
expression \QIY indomitable pow resolu-
tion. : K

s ctaire was one of the tors which
attra s toward the H ranch Ma-
Corps —as th k Corps was

kn n the first year o eing. On the

Somme we had seen a d tank, wrecked,
despoiled of her gun nd forsaken in No
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Man’s Land. We had swarmed around and
over her, wild with curiosity, much as the Lillis
putians must have swarmed around the pros-
trate Gulliver. OQOur imagination was fired.

The second factor was, frankly, that we wem'

tired of going over the top as infan en
first time that a man goes intoan attack
n

a rule enjoys it. He has no conce s
horrors, — no, not horrors, for war pos no
horrors, — but, rather, he has no e of

the sudden realization of the sweet&of life

that comes to a man when he is “up against it.”
The first time, it is a splendid, ing nov-
elty. for the “show” j in actual

practi more like a dr which only
clari eral days later, afger Jt is all over.
Bu the same thing a se®agg and third and

fofir e, is to bring a ce to face with
n its fullest and realistic uncer-
. In soldier jargo “gets most awful

up.” It is five @Jtcs before *“Zero

Hour.” All preparati ¢ complete. You are
waiting for the sigl@ap over the parapet.

Very probably t e knows that you are
&b 2
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coming, and is already skimming the sandbags
with hismachine guns and knocking little pieces

of earth and stone into your face. Extraordi-
nary, how maddening is the sting of these harm- (U
less little pebbles and bits of dirt! The bulleN
ricochet away with a peculiar singing hiss, ¥ng
crack overhead when they go too high.

shells which burst on the other side of th =

pet shake the ground with a dull thy

crash. There are two minutes to waitgb®fere
going over. Then is the time when a man“eels

a sinking sensation in his stomach; his
ever so slightly, and w e of-

@ ic little prayer t that if

he’s a biggM™¥portsman he may from
sh his getting thre t violate
: gand fatalistic plange Jt¥e has that

ginylack of knowledge at comes be-
ot after all, with th intense belief
vorld, it is hard cile the com-

feeling of what ows with that
terrible dread of the ugligo
A man has no great glorious ideas that

nothing matters be%he is ready to die for
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his country, He is, of course, ready to die for
her. But he does not think about it. He lights
a cigarette and tries to be nonchalant, for he
knows that his men are watching him, anm

is his duty to keep up a front for their
Probably, at the same time, they are k@

up a front for him. Then the Sergcantmor
comes along, cool and smiling, as i re
out for a stroll at home. Suddenly he im-
mense comfort. One forgets that sty feel-
ing in the stomach and thinks, easy
and jolly he is! What a splegdid fellow!”
Immediately, one begins uncons y to imi-
tatc h 1en another thmkﬂnsame thing
and begins to too. So it
pass down the line. B e is nothing
exalting in going Vew the top.
is then Was our poss cond reason for
ng to attack insid t-proof steel; not
death is less like a tank, but there
s to be a more s chance with a shell
than with a bullet. enemy infantryman
looks along his s:g he has you for a cer-
cannot be so accurate

tainty, but theg
4



The Meaning of the Tank Corps

and twenty yards may mean a world of differ-
ence. Above all, the new monster had our im-
aginations in thrall. Here were novelty and
wonderful developments. ]

In the end of 1916, therefore, a certain num-(U
ber of officers and men received their order%
join the HB.M.G.C,, and proceeded sorrgig
fully and joyfully away from the t
Sorrowfully, because it is a poor thing t
your men and your friends in danger,” t
out of it yourself into something lkand
fresh; joyfully, because one is, after all, but
human.

About miles behind the l
lages we ide for the housi

ing of w units. Each uni{ha a nucleus
of m had already serv.e&g tanks, with

the ivals spread arou@?- make up to
str@
ew arrivals came all branches
Service; Infant ppers, Gunners,

Cavalry, and the Arm ice Corps. Each
man was very proud % own Branch; and
{val

a wonderfully, heqfth& ry and affection
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sprang up between them. The gunner twitted
the sapper, the cavalryman made jokes at the
AS.C, and the infantryman groused at the
whole lot. But all knew at the bottom of their
hearts, how each is essential to the other.
It was to be expected when all these

men came together, that the inculcating

proper zsprit de corps — the training of -
dividual in an entirely new science for e-
fit of the whole — would prove a v cult
and painstaking task. But the W:%r%l de-
velopment, however, in a few monthS, of a

large, heterogeneous collection o into a
solid, keewm, self-sacrificing uni but an-
other @ of the way in war im-
provéatD® character and tem ent of man.

entirely new for® ho were for-
ag a regiment, full lKcliticms, to find
gieisglves in the Tank s. Here was a
ich resulted from an
of this science-de-
other branch of the
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more important from a practical point of view,
no experience from which to draw for guidance,
either in training or in action. In the Infantry,
the attack has resulted from a steady develop-
ment in ideas and tactics, with past wars tm
give a foundation and this present one to

gest changes and to bring about remedi

the defects which crop up daily. With
weapon, which was launched on the So n
September 15, 1916, the tactics had % e-
cided upon with no realistic experimendgtion as
ground work; and, moreover, with the very
difficult task of working in conce other
arms of rvice that had ha years of
fighting, which to leam :

Wi ard to disciplin ,—of all
thm@ most important, e success of
a bgttleMas depended, does, lways will de-

ugon the state of digem[ifie of the troops
,—all old regim have their staff

lar instructors )l and teach re-

cruits. In them has grgwglp that certain feel-
ing and loyalty which E and past deeds have
done so much to foSt\ d cherish. Here were

s,



Life in a Tank

we, lacking traditions, history, and experience
of any kind.

It is easy to realize the responsibility that lay
not only upon the Chief of this new Corps, but
upon each individual and lowest member then.\(D'
of. It was for us all to produce esprit de co
and to produce it quickly. It was necessary¥®
us to develop a love of the work, not be
we felt it was worth while, but beca
knew that success or failure depended o h
man’s individual efforts.

But, naturally, the real impetus cam@from
the top, and no admiration or pr can be
agt small number of ) whose

destinies of this ngyv Tormation

myvere continually devisy schemes

Nor binding the wh ether, and

mg that wholeinto a efficient, up-
ghachine

{ did the tank happligib be invented?”

ymmon question, answer is that in

pastvars experience ha e it an axiom that

the defenders suffer e casualties than the
attacking forces. Er e first days of 1914,

[$]
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