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Author

Helwuth OCGREINER

Kinfsterislrat im OKw®

Borng 30 April 1893
Leipuig, Saxony,

Helmuth ORallaRk Joilned the Army in December
1913, entering the 1334 Pruesian Infantry Reglmend
as an officer csndidate, and in July 1914 was
pronoted mecond llieutenant with commiseion deted
233 June 1913, In Vorld war I he served st the
various fronts from the outbroak of war t¢ June
1917, vith twvo brief bresks to recover from wounds,
In June 1917 he wra dntached to serve as wmilitary
attache on tha staff of the Geurxan 4smbaesy in 3ern,
Switzerlond, from which he was trernsferred to the
Hintorical Uivision of Army Ceneral Staff, berlin,
in Jonuary 1919, remaining thare until dlscharged
from the Army in Farch 1920, with rank of capteln,
Loss than e month later ORIIULER wae apnointed
asrchivist in the #ilitary History Section of the
Historicesl BLranch of the Reicha Archives at Pote-
dam, Ho remained in thie sorvice until 1938, and
it wne during this period that he continued his
studlien in nntional economy snd history st the
Berlin University from 1931-24, Aleo during thie
poriod he did » great desl of writing on the Gersan
officisl himtory of world iar I and was promoted
Archivreat,

On 1 April 1935 GRLINZR wae re-called for
sorvice in the wehrmacht, promoted Xeglerungerat
(equivalent to mnjor iu rank) and attached to
the re-orgrnized liistorical Divigion of the Relche
Archives, a branch of the hilitary Listory Research
Inetitute of the Army., On 10 August 1939, he was
treneferred to the lationel Defense Brench, which
intor was re-~derignnted

* Administrative officisl attached to Wehrmacht
Comrend, equivelent in rank to a colonel,
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Wehrmncht Operations Steaff (Wohrmachtefuche
Iunzsatab), in Hitler's headquarters, as
Kesper of the lar Liary, Promoted Qberre-
glerungerat on 1 kay 1936 and Ministerial-
ret on 1 October 1940, URAIRER was removed
from hie post on 22 April 1943 bscnuse of
hie known anti-nmtionaleocialist ssntiments,
Following this he was detached to the
Office of the Oerusn General Attached to
1talisn Armed Yorces Headquerters in Rome
for a brief mpell, 16 June - Jl July 1943,

From that date to the end of the War,
QRuILuB was MOV euployed, being considered
pelitically unralisble, He wan captured by
U8 foroes at Qberhof, Thuringla on 4 April
1840,

In addition to hie career in the civil
soyvice and the wehrmacht, GRAIXGR Ls a
wall-known writer on military subjeocts in
the historical vein, his published worke
including, VaZiRANS OF WORLD WAR I, a col-
leation of esenys by soldiers of that Warg
THZ 1916 CAMPAIGN 1M RUHANIA, written for
the Swedish General Staff; THE 1916 INVASION
OF BALOIUM AKD THG FIRST MAJOR BATTLRS; THR
FRANCH pOBILIZATICH IN 19143 Tild ANERICAN
WAR OF SSCASSICN; GUERILLA WARFARL IN 1870-T1
and FRINCK KORILIZATION PLARS, 1885-1914,
sons of whioh were written specifically as
instruction menuals for use in trainiag,
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OPARATICOR BARBAROSSA

On the afternoon of 39 July 1940, Genoral of Artillery JOIL, the
Chief of Armed Forces Operations Office,* appeared st the wpeoial train
of the Department for Hational Defense which was being held &t Bad
Reichenhall during HITLER'e stuy at the Berghof, Under the seal of
strictest sccrecy, he informed Colonel WAFLIMOKT, the Department Chief,
a8 well a9 the chiefs of the oparations divisions of the Army, Navy,
end Alr Forgce, Lieuten#nt Colonel wvon LOS2BERG, Lieutenant Conmander
JURGE, end MaJor von FPALKAENSTSIN, that the Fuehrer had degided to cone-
quer the Soviet Union by force of arms,

Thiec nove aroused extreme astonishment and consternation among the
above mentioned officers., Indeed, had not HITLER, while addressing his
‘generals at the Derghof on 22 August 1929 end in his Reichstag spsech of
1 September, declared oxmphatically that the nonagsrossion pact signed dy
Germany and the U,8.8.R., on 23 Mugust signified o complete reverssl of
Cermnan foreisn policy snd for all time precluded the possibility of
hoatilitien betweer the two nations! Furthermore, had not EITLZR con-
cluded this vact principelly to insure that Gerrmany would not sgein
becoms involied in a two-front war as it did during world war 1! In
sddition, the Soviet Union thus far had fulfilled the terms of the

treaty in every respect, and the Gerasn~3useien crzdit agreement of

* Lrter changed to Armed Porces Cperations Staff,
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19 Augast 1939 and the highly ifeportant commercial treaty of 11 February
1940 had yeaulted in reuvnrkable bonefits for Germany, KHoreovar, lrme-
dintely after the fall of Frence, HITLER had issuved the first instruotions
for a partial demebiliuation of the Army, particularly with regard to the
ulrcharge of the older sge cluscov snd especislly techniclens, snd hed
ordered that thore be o shift of euphasie on ernsnente ia fevor oi the
rir force and tho nonvy, 7Thess inctructione indiceted that he oo longer
soticipated any lerge-scale ground oparstions Lut was concernsd only with
wer egninest Lnglend, Also, on 16 July 1940 he had actually ordered in
hie "¥uehrer Directive § 16" that prepurstlions be asde for landing opera=
ticne in Znglend, When in spite of this, HIILAR suddenly snnounced hie
iotention to mttecic Soviet Kusela, the reasons which induced him to teke
thie step could only be surmieed,

In this connsction, it is questionnble whether HITLER ever actually
intended to athore to the Gerran-Xuscian treaty and whethor (as he had
spserted in his Relchotag speech of 1 Septomber 1935) he really regarded
1t as » declsive politicnl fturning point, It was possible that he hed
concluded the traaty sluply to sliminate the dnngsar in the rear, in pre-
paration for tha expectod clach with the westeran powers, and hnd been
convinced from the firat thot SPALIN, too, would ablde by the pact only
ar lony as 1t soxvod hie purposze. It will probably ba difficult to ever
answer thia questlon with absolute certainty, The foot that ﬁITL&B had
always emchusizad our ideologlcesl conflict with Comrunirm and had pro-

cleirad his forelsm wolicy elms in hie hook "Mein Kampnf," snd hile
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unscrupnloumenss in connootion with the siging and fulfilling of treaties,
were definite indlomtionn thet he d4id not look upon the German-Russian
nonng, vaarion pact as a permanent arrangement dut as a stopgap measurs
nerving +n poatpone the asttling of accounts with the U,8,%5.R,

An ndditionnl reason for the pttack on "ussia might have been the
frnot that the Puneinne were constantly advancing further weetvard, and
endangering our own military oporationa, In 1939, vhen the treety was
eirned nt Korcow, the Soviet Government hed declered emphetically that
1t hnd no intentlone of occupying, boleheviring, or annexin; the atates
located within thelr ephere of influencos., Yet in enite of thnt, the
Faltie 49tntes of Lithurnim, Latvia, end Isthonie «« where the U,.B,.5.R.
had meintnined »1litary strongpointe eince the late fall of 1939 «- were
occupled completely in June 1940, immedletely bolshevized, and incor-
porated into the U.8,5.R, ueveral weeks later an federal renudlics, In
addition, the U,S5,8.R, 1secued an ultimstum to Rumanie on 26 June, re-
questing the roturn of Besearabia an well pe the northern part of Huko-
vina vhich hnd nevor dolonrged to Ruenin, Two days lator the foviets
marched into thoea territoriea, and they were incorporated into the
Soviet Union as Federsl Nenmublicn of Moldnvia mnd the Ukreine, This
move had drousht the Soviet Union alermingzly close to the Rumanisn o1l
ficlde in vhich Germany wee viteally interested, The Muascisn ndvance led
to Rumenia's walver of the guersnty nledied dy Fnglend end Fronce on
13 rpril 1240 end to hed closer connection with the Axie povers, while

HITLER promised his full support to the Rumsnien Government and instruoted



NS S (=060 4 b

thie ferolgn Intelligence and Counter Intelligence Offlce, headed by Admiral
C/ %18, to take wyerures for the protection of Cermen oll interests in
Famaning,

owever, no upntiur how much the fundumental conflict with Comnmniem
end the Ruselmn sdvence to the weet might have pleyed r part in AITLIR's
deciglon to mttack thoe Soviet Union, I do mot believe that they were the
deternmining factore, Above nll, they do not sdequately explein why HITLER
wede thie decieion at a timo when preparatfone for an invaaion of ingland
hed Just been started, For there oen da little doubt that HITLIR did not
reclzon at that tims with nny particivation by Huerla in the war against
fiarmony., On the contrary, he delleved =~ nn evidenced by repested state-
ments to thia effect ~- that for a reasonadls length of time he eould
definitely dopend on n friendly ottitude on the part of STALIN., He wae
nlro of the cninlon thet the Soviet Union was too weak from a military
peint of view end too much handleapped by the etate of 1te horo politics
to e willing to risk » major armed conflict, Consequently, in this
connection, he war under no prassurs %o act henstily sud could oven voat-
none the finnl nottloment of mccounts with Russie until he had an ab-
golutely freo hund, Surely there wist havo beon snother lmvortant reason
which gave rlge to his »nlen to attack Tussla in the necar future, I belleve
wa can Anrdly go wrong in nssuming that the reason can be found in the
following:

FProm the very besinning of the war, HITLIR had looked unon England

&8 his chief oneny. Mowevaer, he laciced the military strength to conquer
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ker, Siieo &% swencd to be out of the question to come to rn understonding
vith Lngland, at least under the conditione which HITLEX desirad, it bee
cauc his vrincipul »im to bresk Englend's will to resist by force of aras.
when the Britieh Government, contrary to expecistiona, remained firm in
its declslion to continue the war even after its fighting forces had besn
driven from the Continent end after France had fallen, HITLER ordered
intensified azir and navel warfere giainst Zngland and preparations for
landing operations, However, he undoubtedly tock the latter step with
sume reluctance, because in view of Germsny's hopeless inferiority at sea
end the lack of pavel trausports, he probadly did not really feel equal

to this difficult taesk. e probebly feared a setback which would certalinly
vadermine hig wrestige considerably and might heve very ssrious political
conseguences, He even seemod to have besen rather skeptical from the outeet
of the prospacts for success of the intensified naval and air warfare, In
pny event, he wea apperently not nearly as optimistic about it pa CGOERING,
Thie uacertainty induced him to look strategic stopgaos which might enable
him to resch his goal with less riek, This then might have led to the

nlan $0 connuer Fusris oulckly -~ for he had reckoned with jfust a brief
camnalign from the very deginning -- in order to deorive England of the

last trump e~rd she wight a2till poassssn on the Continent rad thus force

hor to coma %0 terms, As I scid before, all this is only congectare, but
mony statemonts made subaecguently by HITLER, ag well o8 JONL, definitely

indicate that thero theories come quite close to the truth,
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Suing to the fiet that no gpecific detsa hrw been furmishad by the
puciles concerned, I cramot say whether and to shial extent Gencval JOIL
gffired rny repecns for the nevw plen during his confercance with tho of-
Ticers of the lintional Zefonse Jepartment, Ze rmiocunced thet the follow-
ing spring would nrobably be the tins when the eramaoirn pgrinst Pusaia
would bezin, Criglnally RITLET eppparently hod planned to nttack the
kuaninns an anrly nar the fall of 1940, HRowever, he had zivea un this
iden, evidently becsuse ho hnd been dilsmsunded by Generalfeldmarschmll
KEITHL who prohadly nointed out that the Tuesiepn winter woulé grootly
handlesp the Sorrrn advence and that the str=tegle concentration of the
Gernan Lohrnntht An the newly gained eantern aren involved certnin re-
quiremeats whlch 1% would not be poselble to carry into effact in o few
weeks,

In ordor to fulfil those proregquisitun the Motlonal Tefenns Depart-
zont was sssigncd the trek of corpilinz n Vshrmncht High Conmend directive
for all the braoches of the “chreecht, which wvan to de desipnnted *Aufban
Get" (Levelcpuent of the Instern Territories) cnd for wvhich General JOIL
insued sneclfic guiding principles during the conferunce on 29 July, On
2 rugust, Genorsl WARLINCHT * mbnitted a fired draft of this directive
to Genaralfeldnerachall V2174, In the introduction, tho folloving stato~
ment. ennanred, 4n order to vsil the resl purnort of the order:

The Fuahrer hne ebrnfoncd the iden of entnblishings an

independent Polich rump government and han declded to in-
corpornte the occunled enatern tervitories into Greator

* The Chief of the Netionnl Defense Zepariment was promoted to
Generalmajor on 1 August 1940,
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Gormony. COwing to this feot, 1% also hac becows nccocasry
for the Yehriecht to consolidate and develop tihe neviy won
eantern territories, 4n all respects, Lesideo, during the
war, the vver increcsing mannce of alr attacks in fhe went
roguires that the pTOuBCbGd eagtern territories be utilized
for nilitary purposes in greater ucasure,

The dircctive further stipulated that these ccticna be govorancd by
the follouwing precepts’

Ay reorginication or training of forces for which a
nocd will arise in the future should be preforably
effectad in the cnsiern territories, ond for this purpose
tho noecescary facilities Yor trsining meneuvers should
be et up fwmedintely., I nocessary, Wihemacht gunnlics
of 21l lclude should be tranrferred to tho cast from the
vastern arees which arc gxnesed to alr attacke, Tho
vaarsacht renuirercnts covering the fmorovement of the
ratilwvay end rosd netuork are to bae trensumitied to the
competent Reich cgencies at the carliest poscible morent)
tho simnrl comunicntion system is to be iroroved;
instrllatione of the ermanent industry which serve the
iz-cdlate troop requiremente are to be set up in euffi-
ciont curntitice; {furthermore the menpling cjatem for the
gast should be immedintely ndanted to the needs of the
forecea. Un tho other hond, the moasures concerning the
develonment of fortifications Luv the country, vhich have
been acheduled on the bosis of earlier reculationn, sre
to be delerred for the nreacat,

Thc dirsctive cdded that thece instrucilonn would bo eent simulte-
nzously %o the top level Feilch sgencles concurned ond the Covernor General
of the occunled Felirsh territories,

Reforeling to thone concluding rerarkzg, the Sumly Section of ths
Katlonal Defernse lepartiont on 7 August, colled atteation to the foct
that, sccording to ronorts on hond, the civilien pgencies woere still un-
informed alouwt ine nonding incorporetion of he Gouvarnenent Genérel into

Greater Cars~ny. 1t wao vointed cut that the €7 (. ehrmicht iich Comzinnd)
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directive would nov appries the top level Relch agencies and the Governor
General of the political decieion mnde by the Fuchrer from which these
apgencien would drew far-resching inferences, In order to avoid this, 14§
vas proposed that the Fuehrer direéctive be made pudlic by the Chief of thy
Reich Chancellery or the Reich Minieter of the Interior, acting as contrel
sgency for all cuestions affecting the enstern territories,

As RITLER, contrary $o statement made in the introduction to the
Wehrmacht Bigh Command directive solely to concesl sctual motives, at that
time an by no woens clear as to what he should do with the Polish rump
territory, he spacified, as a resmlt of the above montioned objection,
Shat the merinl warfrre in the uwest should be the only reason offered for
the measurass acheduled for the enst, In this amended form the directive
was signed on 9 August by the Chief of Wehrmacht Righ Commend snd distri-
buted to tha Wehrmachd dranches, the top level Relch agencies, and the
Governor (eneral.

In all prebadility, the Comuender in Chief of Staff of the Army st
that time had already been informed of HITLER's new plan snd were there-
fore familiar with the real purpose of the Wehrmacht High Commsnd direc-
tive; but exsctly when this orientation took place is not certsin, On
3 Septenber 1940, vhen Generalleutnsnt PAULUS assumed his dutien as
Atsistent Chief of Staff for Cnerations, Ceneral RALDIR handed him an
operatione nlan covering the cnmpnign prninet Soviet Rusels, which wawm

etill incomrlete snd on which Generslmajor MARCKS had been working thus
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far, and inatructed him to finish this plan after investigating all attack
poosidilisies and proceeding on the asrumption that 130 -« 140 divieions
would be avallabdle for this purposs, 1Ia this connoction, he was to take
into account from the first the utiliszation of Rumonie ss an srea for the
strateglc concontration of the German southera wing, KITLER had set the
following strategic odJjectives: (1) to snnihilate the Russian forces
stationed in western Ruesia and t0 meke sure that none of the elements
would escaps in f£i¢ condition to the rear; (2) to capture Leningrad,
Koscow, the Ukraine, and the northern part of the Csucasus with its oll
wells; (3) to reach a line from which the Russisn air force would no
longer be adle to effectively attack Germany; the final obJjective was to
be the Astrakhan-Volgea-Archangel line, *

Independent of the coneiderations and investigations of the General
Staff of the Army, the National Defense Departmont mleo had to compile sn
operations plen for the carpeign sgainst Russia, The Department was given
1%s assignment either during the conference on 29 July or soon theraeafter *¢
by General JOIL, vho obviously tried to arrive st a basis on which to
develop his own ideas concerning the planned operations, 80 as to be ade-
quately prepared for the consultation with Generalfeldmarschall von
BRAUCHITSCH, whioh was expected to tske place in tho near future, in
connection with the results of the Army Kigh Commond investigntions,

®*  According to testimony given by Oenernlfeldmarachell PAULUS during
the first trisl of war criminals held at Nuernderg in Februsry 1946.

** The exact date can no longer de mecertained,
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The Comeander in Chief of the Alr Force slso seenms t¢ hove bsen in-
formud by HITLLR of his now plen early in the geme, for it 4s reasonedle
to ansumn that the opsrations staff of the Alr Force already knew of thipe
project when, on 8 August, they requested the OHH (Army Hich Comnend) to
furuich the neccscary data 4n connection with the development of the ground
orgenization of the Alr ¥orce in the emst, On the other hand, the Come
oauder in Chisf of the Navy wans apparently not notified by HITLLE until
the end of Septerber, which, hovever, does not preclude the pomeidility
that he hed Deen proviously informed of the new schome by soma other means,

For the present, the two plons of operations and the OXW (4ehrunchs
High Conmand) directive vere held ia adsyance, On 21 August, HITLEIR merely
sent vord via Genaral JGOIIL to the Commander in Chief of the Army that
"it 1s urgently necessary to fortify immediately the Baltic Semconst
with batteries,” snd that, "for political reasons, 44 1s desireble that
an armored unit bs detached without delay to East Prussia.' <The resson
for the latter measure was undoubtedly the fact that the Soviet Union,
tharough its recent occupation of all of Lithuanie, had forged ahead right
up to the enstern borders uf East Fruesia, The OKR (Army High Conmsnd)
assigned the let Panser Division which arrived in Xast Pruesia at the
beginning of Septender,

At this time, however, other projects were still foremost in impor-
tance == shove all (peration SILLOLYE as well as the plan for an attack on

Gibreltar and the contemplated comnitment of ferman armored forces in





