JAPANESE SIGNS

"Lives have been lost unnecessarily through the inability of personnel
to understand Japanese signs."

Giving this warning, a recent A.T.I.S. publication conti
the Madang-Alexishafen (New Guinea) sector, five men drove
~an area clearly marked in Japanese: "Land Mines Here." A
It was only then that the 20 odd warning signs written o
in the area were noticed.

The publication points out that the Japanese insist 1 heir
language as a code secure from the comprehen Allied
do not hesitate, therefore, to mark openly written
ideographs or the syllabic Kana, areas andge ons whichW\ghave been

mined or booby-trapped.

Following are the principal d lcan be memorised:-

LAND MINES RE DANGEROUS DANGER TAKE CARE DON"T TOUCH

(Adapted from the August 1945 edition of the "Armament Training
Bulletin", a monthly magazine for Armourérs during the war years.)
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JALANESE ARLLAWINY - TYPL &, MODEL, WUMBERS
/

GEIERAL

The type or model numbers of Japanese Armeanent indicated tie year
of adoption. There are two distiuct systems of recording the
yedrs, one coineiding with the roundaticn of the Japanese K
snd the other vased on the period of reign of each of th nerores .
"he period of each reign is knovn as an ere an 5
~Zmperors3 nome,

- JAPANESE YZAR

Py

The Jaranese Empire was founde ;
~are recerded as from this date, thus = 90¢C
similarly the year 2600 = 19

' ji's reign is known as the
MZEIJI ERA, whg d ended on 30th July, 1912 =

(Jezpanese ye

per@d of Imperor Taisho's reign is kncwn as the
which begsa: on 31st July, 1912, =2nd ended on tiae
er 9 1926 o

 SHOWA ERA HB ,:ku

. This is the present era which began with Emperor Hirohito's
reign on the 26th December, 1926.

TATSHO &l
- 25th Dece

Most srmament adopted since 1926 will be found marked with
the year of the Empire, there is, however, a quantity of armament
that bearing the year of showa,

The fcllowing tabulation will assist in the identification
of the type end model numbers,
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GUIDE TO JAPAMESE "TYPE" DESIGNATIONS

ERAS, - Jap. — S | Jap. ]
“¥EIJT TAISHO| SHOWA| Year |Calendar "MEIJI | TAISHO| SHOWA| Year Calendar
33 ! 2560 | 1900 | 12 r 2583 | 1923
3l %2561 1901 l 1 2581 i 1924
35 , 2562 | 1902 | 14 b 25u5 | 1925
36 i 2563 | 1903 15 1 2586 | 1925
37 2564 | 1904 2 2587 | 1927
38 2565 | 1505 3 23
39 | 2566 | 1906 i 29
40 2567 | 1907 5 1930
L1l 2568 | 1908 6 531
42 2569 | 1909 7 92 | 1932
L3 2570 1910 3 593 1935
b | 2574 9 2594 | 1934
L5 1 : 2572 10 2595 | 1935

2 | 11 2596 | 1936

2 12 2597 | 1937

L 13 2598 | 1938
14 2599 1939

6 15 2600 | 1540
2578 1918 16 2601 ! 1941

8 2579 1919 17 2602 L o2

9 2530} 1920 18 2603 ! 1943

10 2581 1921 19 2504 | 1944

| ik} 2582| 1922 20 | 2605| 1945

The underlincd figures are the only ones used for type or model

numbers in that particular year,
The years from 1912 to 1916 and from 1941 to 1945 repeat
themselves, but are distinguished by the charaéter

which appears after the figures in the

=F X
=KX

rfor the year 1900,
of Tywne O.

3rd year type

Type 3

i}

TAISIC ERA.

1914
1943

E

(year)

€eZoy

Type 100 or Type 00 is sormetimes used instcad
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. TRANSLATIONS
GENERAL
ZERO | 2 3 4 5
cF | E =K =B | A
6 7 8 9 {o] 100 1000 PREFIX TO NUMERALS
. O
Al T]|/VI L |+=¥8|F
DAY MONTH YEAR MEIJI  ERA TAISHO ERA
\'A
H | & | BRE A iE
ARMY NAVY AIR FORCE «AIR FORCE TYPE MODE
= YA —— 4 7{.;]
MARK EXPERIMENTAL TEMP DES M ED UFAC TURED
O or O ::-_-:-K . {13 1 1
] SUL = %&‘ % \ g ' ZJ
CRAM KC . METRE CM M R SMAL EICHT SAFE FIRE
— 4z E -
E | AT | x | vE NG A g% | X
NUMERAL FOR COUNTI ROUNDS NUMERAL FOR COUNTING MISCELLANEQ.!S OBJECTS

(&1

POWDER FACTORY

K B G) iE PR

SECOND OR'B’ THIRD ORC” FOURTH ORD”
COLOUR | BLACK | WHITE RED GREEN BLUE PINK YELLOW | BROWN
IR R AR N ES
e |8 | | B *r% e | & | R
ILLUMINATING PARACHUTE FLARE PARACHUTE FLARE DAY NICHT
7 77 Qq -
Hs 8H M | mI)BE8E58| E | %
STAR |ORACON(SMOKE TRAILY SICNAL TYPE O PARACHUTE FLARE MODEL 2
= = =0 = X 7 298 —- &Y
E ﬁg 15 L Fﬂ)‘t [,3.‘:-’. g@ .
SMOKE CANOLE FLAME PARACHUTE FLARE MODEL 2 MODIFICATION |
¥ 3 WX ¥R I8 = I ck—
V) -
< kg ﬁﬁ *B [ X J8 —/— 40
TYPE 94 LARGE SMOKE CANOLE SMOKE FLARE, MODIF ICATION 4 BLACK SMOKE
; @ s o -+ €31l RiA e g




DATE OF
"PROPELLANT
CHARGE_ASSY
(TABLE 6)

PLACE OF AssSy /Jli!|
TOKYO
(TABLE 4)

" TYPICAL CA

- TYPE 94 |
. '//._F!_’.‘EQ_C_QSE i '\
(TABLE

| _ALLOWAB ;I
LOT SYMBOL WEIGH |{ o
FIRST LOT 057 o: |
MANUFAC - E2) - l
TURED [T
JAN.1939 ALL) '

(TABL t - 9

PLACE OF FILLING/
_TOKYO
(TABLE 4)

MARKINGS TYPICAL

LOADED
(TABLE 4)

COMMON

SHELL
(TABLE )

CHARGE
(TABLE 5)

PROJECTILE

BURSTING

... Je————

MARKING S

N\

BLACK BODY

YELLOW BAND

DRIVING BAND

SONIMEVIN NOILINNNINY

aov

GGl

©ON 13714v37]

o1/€

€ ©N NOILD3S




TABLE 1 JAPANESE ARMY AMMUNITION MARKINGS TLEIE 1
COMMON SHELLS, FIXED SHELLS, CPECIAL SHELLB AND S.A

COLOUR |MARKINGS NUMBER OF BAl SION OF BAND| TYPE OF MARXING
TLEE OF SHELL BODY COLOUR| BAND COLOURS AND SYMBULS
COLMION SHELL . CIRCUMFERENT-
* ARMOUR PIERCING SHELL . | YELLCY IAL BAND
HIGH EXPLOSIVE L.P. SHELL | ' BAID
= 0
COMMNON SHELL, PIG IRGN SHELL ‘ AROUND ~ .
COMMOK SHELL, PIG IRON GREEN DRIVING
ARMOUR PIERCING SHELL, C AST IRON ‘ ‘ CENTRE
H.E., COMMON SHELL, C AST IRON BAND )
BLACK ‘ OF
] a _ WIDTH
SHRAPNEL SHELL & RED CYLINDRICAL
~ ]
ARMOUR PIERCING SHELL = FAES
ARMOUR PIERCING SHELL, C APPED e OF
ARMOUR PIERCING SHELL OR H,E. CHILLED| &
i » o PROJECTILE
ARMOUR FIERCING TRACER wnxrﬁlm . WO
COMMON SHELL TRACER GREEK AND
YELLCW
PRACTICE SHELLS -
4
| . YELLOW LARGE CALIBRE CIRCUMFERENT-
gg;g:gﬁ EgEE, PIG IROK STEEL S AL aBOvE
s 1194 O L4 SEENGY §-9 4 14 = \
COMICN SHELL, PIG IRON af| BLack GREEN OHE - R e
COMMON SHLYL., CAST IRON '&i@ SKALL CALIBRE |
' Jr:‘mq t | |




TABLE 2

MARIZINGS PO ALLCWABLE WEIGHT ERRORS ARTILIERY SHELLS

BXCLUDNING HEAVY BLANK SHELIS AND AIMUNITION

TABLE 2

GSL °a

OL/€ °ON LTiIVirI

BET.OW m.m.

ALLOWABLE ERRORS II' TOTAL SEELL VEIGHT | e ¥ A
3 = , | SYMBOL | DIMENSICN | NOTES
ERRCRS FROM MINUS 1.5% TG MINUS 2.5% FOR SHELL WEICHTS — | SIZE or -
BELOW 3PECIFIED STANDARDS — |or MARKED
. . SUCCESSIVELY
ERRORS FROM MINUS 0.5% TO MINUS 1.5% FOR SHELL WEIGHTS IF
BELOV SPECIFIED STANDAKDS | — MPEQUALS i SHELL .
~ YELLOW V[ PART OF WEIGHT
ERRORS FROM MINUS 0.5% TO PLUS 0,5% FOR SHELL WEIGHTS —+ W /L OR PRCJECTIIE 18
ABOVE AND BELOW SPECIFIED STANDARDS WHITE |1/l DISTANCE | ABOVE
: ROJECT PROJE- | FROM OR
ERRORS FROM PLUS 0.5% TC PLUS 1.5% FOR SHELL WEIGHTS CTILE | BOURRELET BELOW ALLOWABLE
ABOVE SPECIFIED STANDARDS : WHEH o ERROR IN THIS

BLACK | STREAM- CHART
— WILL LINED PART
ERRORS FROM PLUS 1.5% TO PLUS 2.5% FOR SHELL BE OF
ABOVE SPECIFIED STANDARDS USED FINI'ED
SHELLS
TABLE TABLE 3
FOR_FROJECTILE TYPE
HOMENCLATURE SIZ¥ OF SYMBOLS POSITICH COLOUR

“TYPE 9L4'" CONZ'ON SHELL

"TYPE 84" COKMCN SHELL

(TYPE &h)

AN Ew

3/10

PROJECTIIE DIAMETER

Il CENTRE CF CYLIFDRICAIL PART
OF P}GJECTILE ON OPFOSITE SIDE
TO WEIGHT ERROR LARKING
STENCILIED ICHGITUDINALLY IR

LITE

WHITE or alternat-
Ively in BLACK

FOR WHITE OR YELLOW
PRCJECTIIE,

* mo~p
o°F

¢ °ON 1I0ILdZS



JAPANESE NAVY ALMUNITION

TABLE 7 (cont'd) TABLE 7 (cont'd)

R

L

- , COLOUR H/RKIIGS

DIKESIONS OF SYEBOLS
BAKDS

IR “1% SRR+

TYPE OF FPROJECTIIE BODY COLOUR | EARD COLOURS (
' |

|

i

SHRAPREL GREY POINT BALANCE BALANCE BAND
e FOR 200 m.m,
AMMUNITION
PRACTICE | BLACK TICE AND LARGER

POINT OF BALANCE | WIDTE 20 m.m

04/5 *ON ITIAVTT

FOR 155 m.m.
TIME~PRACTICE SR ABTTOE %ﬂﬁ O
200 m.m,
|
TIME
NOTE: Projectiles with D stiug ehmrge. .

Projectiles wi

« 8nd over have a blue hody.

Illuminating project
5 ce.t. have a red body.

Illuminating projectil

Large csalibre = .m8, end above
Medium calibre = 12 cm8, and above
Small calibre = under 12 c.ms.

£ 0N JI0ILOES




TARLE & JAPANESE SMALL ARMS AMNUNITION —TABLE §
(COMPILED FROM SPFRCIMENS PECOVERED) '
B MARKING
. - SERVIO
CALIBRE TYPRE OF CASE WEAPONS TYPE OF PROJECTILE CANKEL ULUS | BODY
6.5 m.m, SEMI-RIMLESS INFANTRY RIFLES BALL RED N. NATURAL ARMY
LIGHT MACHINE GUNS ' | BALL SNUB NOSE RED
Tols Mal, SELT-RIMLESS HEAVY MACHINE GUNS | ARMOUR PIERCING BLACK N.A, NATURAL ARMY
TANK MACHINE GUNS TRACER GREEN < .
77 RIMLESS INFANTRY RIFLES I 2 TURPLE
o m.m. 1 BIIANK [}
) LIGHT MACHINE GUNS N.A. NATURAL ¢ ARMY
747 m.m. SEMI-RIMLESS AIRCRAFT ) .GUN N.A. NATURAL ARMY
7.92 m.m. RIMLESS ATRCRAFT M.GUN
(GERMAN "MG 15") PURPLE N.A. NATURAL ARMY
WHITE .
V.AGENTA
BLACK
GREEN N.A. NATURAL ARMY
12.7 m.m. SEMI-RIMIESS CRAFT N GREEN & WHITE
FUZELESS) PURPLE
cmsmn! WHITE
LIGHT BLUE
.E/n*cmmum N.A. N.A. MARCON ;ARM‘
H.E/INCENDIARY (ITALIAN MANUFACTURE) GREEN |
— BALL BLACK
ARMOUR FIERCING WHITE
77 MM RCRAFT M.GUN TRACER TeAe RED NATURAL NAVY
INCENDIARY GREEN
H.E. PURPLE
H. E/INCENDIILRY(PhOS) MAGENTA
13.2 m.m. RIMMED ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUN Rﬁf“&m PIERCING N.A. m NATURAL NAVY
L TRACER RED




TABLY 8 (Contimued)

JAPAINESE INTERMEDIATE CALIBRE AMMUNITIOL TABLE 8 (Continued) ]
(COMPILED FROM SPECIMENS RECOVERED) :

- . 1
. SER
CELIBRE | TYPE OF | WEAPONS TYPE OF PROJECTILE s VICE
BODY
CASE
H.E/INCEIDIARY o
20 m.m, RIMLESS |ATRCRAFT | H.E/INCENDIARY (FUZELESS) ARMY
aypp 97w | H.E/INCENDIARY/TRACER .
A.P/TRACER
H.E/TRACER , GRZEN AND YCTLLOW
20 m.m. RIMLESS |ANTI-TANK _ INING ON BODY
SPYPE g7 | A-P./TRACER AND WHITE ADJOINING ON BODY | ARMY

ITE ON BODY,GREEN ON BCDY AT CASE

RED ON NOSE,YELLOW AND WHITE ON
BODY, GREEN ON BODY AT CASE

RED ON NOSE, GREEN AKD YELLOW
ADJOINING ON BODY

BLACK RED ON NOSE, GREEN AND YZLLOV ARMY
ADJOINING ON BODY

(SELF DESTR- RED ON NOSE, GREEN AND YELLOW
OYING) ADJOINING ON BCDY

GREEN AND WHITE ADJOINING ON
BODY

A.P/TRACER

20 m.m. RIMLESS

(1) A1l 4Army body colours are black excepting only specific shells such as gas ané incendiaries which

NOTE:
require special handling end storege precautions.

(1i) The "Type 98" has a larger case then “mype 97".

Y3

gHEL I

Ov/€ *ON ITLIVET

¢ °ON MOILOES



TABLE 8 (Continued)

JAPANESE INTERMEDIATE CALIBRE AMMUNITION

(COMPILED FROM UPECIMENS RECOVERED)

— TABLE 8 (Continued)

™ = F_ COLOUR ~ MARKINGS
CALIBRE TgigEop WEAPONS TYPE CF PROJECTILE BODY COLOUR SERVICE
HIGH EXPLOSIVE BLACK NIL
HIGH EXPLOSIVE BROWN NIL
HIGH EXPLOSIVE BROWK TWO WHI Y {
HIGH EXPLOSIVE :
HIGB EXPLOSIVE/TRACER ON BODY N
HIGH EXPLOSIVE/TRACER 0 WHITE BA@SS ON BODY
20 M.l RIMIESS | AIRCRAFT NAVY
CANNON HIGH EXPLOSIVE/TRACER BE v‘m BANDS ON BODY
"rypPE 99" | H.E./TRACER/SELF DESTRQ
H.E./TRACER/SELF DESG
H.E./INCENDIARY
H.E./INCENDIARY ONE WHITE BAND ON BODY
T%0 WHITE BANDS ON BODY
WIDE WHITE BAND ON BODY
VHITE F NIL
RED NIL
RED TWO
GREEN NIL
BLACK NIL
ORANGE TIL
L0SI ) ORANGE GREEN BAND ON NOSE
LOSIVE/TRAC.,R RED GREEN BAIND ON NOSE
25 .M, RIMLESS H.E.BRRACER/SELF DESTORYING | RED TL RAVY
HIGHWXPLOSIVE BROWN NIL
HIGH EXPLOSIV'E MAROOH FIL
(SINGLE IGH EXPLOSIVE MARCON : GRITEN BAND ON NOSE
DOUBLE or [* INCENDIARY GREEN { NIL .
TRIPLE ARMOUR PIERCIHNG /TRACER ! BLACK { WHITZ BAND OF BODY & WWITE TIP,
j BARREL) !
|






