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FOREWORD

Order of Battle intelligence consists of carefully sifted and evalu-

ated information received from a great variety of sources on the

organization, strength, and disposition of enemy forces. This

information, if complete and accurate, not only facilitates the

planning of military operations but enables commanders in the

field to judge the enemy's local capabilities and to make their

decisions accordingly.

The purpose of this text is to furnish intelligence officers with a

detailed picture of the basic composition and disposition of the

Italian Army. The first part, comprising sections I to IV, is for

general orientation on the structure of the Army and its high

command, the types of units and their organization, and the other

Italian militarized and auxiliary formations. The second part,
consisting of sections V to VII, is the Order of Battle proper,

giving specific data on the names, numbers, composition, location,
and commanders of all identified units of the Italian Army. This

latter type of information is of course constantly changing, and it
is therefore intended to issue sectional or complete revisions of the
book at suitable intervals.

More details on the basic organization of units, means of identi-
fication, symbols, and abbreviations will be found in the forth-
coming Technical Manual on the Italian Armed Forces and the
MIS Special Series publication. on Italian military abbreviations,
signs, and symbols.

All intelligence personnel concerned with the Italian Army
should become thoroughly familiar with the contents and arrange-
ment of this book so that they can perform their duties more
intlligently and can use the great mass of factual data given here
as quickly and efficiently as possible.

I

i 1._ -:i ICJ + l4

TA
LP

O
.IT

 
 TA

LP
O

.IT
 

 TA
LP

O
.IT



Iv

It will be seen that the on on: trier pts is frg-
mentary or doutfh~ iader to' i o° le vale of later edi-

tions all persons usin this book area eport promptly and
in detail all facts or evidence appearing to deviate from or to
amplify the data already contained here. Since speed is impqr-
tant, such reports should be addressed direct to the Eur-African
Order of Battle Branch, Military Intelligence Service, War Depart-
ment, Washington, D. C.
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Section I. ITALIAN HIGH COMMAND

1. Introduction.

Within certain limitations due to differences in political organi-
zation of the two countries, the Italian military system is very
similar to the German.' It is obvious that the interrelation of
the Armed Forces of the Axis Powers has been in effect for some

time, at least sufficiently to have permitted the modeling of

various principles of organization of the one upon those of the

other.

The Armed Forces (Forze Armate) of the Italian state are re-

garded as a single service and comprise the following branches:

the Royal Army (Regio Esercito), the Royal Navy (Regia Ma-

rina), the Royal Air Force (Regia Aeronautica), the Royal

Customs Guards (Regia Guardia di Finanza), and the Fascist

Militia (Milizia Volontaria per la Sicurezza Nazionale-MVSN)
or Blackshirts (Camicie Nere-CCNN).

2. Supreme Command of the Armed Forces.

The King is the Supreme Commander of all armed forces

(Comandante Supremo delle Forze Armate dello Stato). In time

of peace he delegates his powers to the Ministers of War, Navy,
and Air; in time of war a Supreme Commander is appointed by
.Royal Decree with the approval of the Council of Ministers.
Hitherto MUSSOLINI, as Head of the State and Minister of War,

Navy, and Air, could determine the selection of the Supreme

Commander and exercise direct control over the Armed Forces

both in peace and in war. In addition MUSSOLINI was Chairman

of the Supreme Commission of Defense (Commissione Suprema
di Difesa), an inter-ministerial and Armed Forces council re-

sponsible for the coor ti n of all olicies and practices of total

~ 11
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4 $g O D faB.. ,' jE ,.aITALIAN ARMY

war. Its membership comprises the highest officials of the State

and the ranking members of the Armed Forces.

The Supreme Commander appointed bears the title of Chief

of the Supreme Geeral Staff (Capo di Stato Maggiore Generale)

and is selected fr the rankliig' of116 of any branch of the

Armed Forces. Theoretically, he was the teclmical adviser of

MUSSOLINI in all matters concerning the coordination of de-

fense and the conduct of land,' sea, and air operations. In the

exercise of his functions he works in conjunction with the Chiefs

of Staff of the Army, Navy, and Air Forces. To facilitate this

coordination, le has his own staff (Sttto Maggiore Generale),
which functions as liaison between himself and the various

services through the respective ministries and general staffs.

3. Army High Command.

The Commander in Chief of the Army is the Chief of the Army

General Staff. Selected from the general officers of the Army, he

is appointed by Royal Decree on approval of the Council of

Ministers. lie serves under the Chief of the Supreme General

Staff and functions as teclmical adviser to the Minister of War

in, time of peace. In time of war he exercises his appointed

functions at the headquarters of the armies in the field,. He

communicates directly with army and field commanders, com-

manders of corps areas, and inspectors of the various arms and

services. He is assisted by the Deputy Chief of Staff (Sottocapo

di Stato Maggiore).
The Army General Staff consists of three sections, each ad-

ministered by an Assistant Chief of Staff appointed by Royal

Decree: (1) Operations (Sottocapo di Stato Maggiore per le

Operazioni), which supervises territorial and colonial operations,
training, recorls, and intelligence; (2) Administration (Sottocapo

di Stato Maggiore Intendente), which supervises organization,
mobilization, transportation, and services; and (3) Territorial

Defense (Sottocapo di Stato Maggiore per la Difesa Territoriale),
which is responsible for all defense, including coast defense as far

~~ r:
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4 ~ ORDE. OF BATTLE 0P THE ITALIAN ARMY

as concerns the Army but excluding frontier defense. Officers

of the General Staff are rarely posted to this section, which

normally consists of specialists in the various branches within

whose jurisdiction defensive measures fall.

Each branch of the Alm3d Forces has its own General Staff.

The Army General Staff (Stato Maggiore deli' Esercito) is com-

posed of the General Staff Corps (Corpo di Stato Maggiore) and

the General Staff Service (Servizio di Stato Maggiore). The

head of the General Staff Corps is the Chief of the Army General

Staff. After a three-year course at the Staff College and upon

recommendation of a board from the General Staff Corps, officers

selected for the Army General Staff are reassigned for one year to

the headquarters of a line unit. On successful completion of this

assignment, they are posted to the General Staff Service and serve

as heads of the various staff departments of a unit headquarters,
assisted by attached and complementary officers who may be

temporarily employed. On promotion, an officer must serve with

a unit of his own arm for two years, after which he is again as-

signed to the General Staff Service. On promotion to a' ran

equivalent to that of Lieutenant Colonel, and subject to having
fulfilled his duties satisfactorily, an officer is transferred to the

General Staff Corps. There, are normally 48 Colonels and 178
Lieutenant Colonels in the Corps, while the number of officers
in the Service is unlimited. All chiefs of staffs in higher forma-

tions are members of the General Staff Corps. Since these

officers remain in close collaboration with the parent body, the

Chief of the Army General Staff (and through him the Chief of
the Supreme General Staff) is kept in very close touch with the

daily conduct of the war.

4. Rear Echelon.

The functions of a rear echelon in time of peace and war are

executed by the Central Administration of the Army, directed by

the Under Secretary of State for War. The following sections are

comprised in this office:
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