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FOREWORD
Ehncae v

FrEDERICK THE GREAT, as the result of his experiences in
the Seven Years’ War, is credited with establishing the
first General Staff in the history of military forces. This
Staff was created to handle administrative 4~ us, thus
releasing more time to the commanders fo tact sal con-
siderations. It was not. hawe er, u til 18 0 th: t Fred-
arick’s successors estal 'ishec a school 0 traa officers for
General £ ff d ty. 1 .Cause s ccer ful military results
we 3 achi ve'. b ance, Sreat Britain, the United St=108,
Jap n, aru ot. °r countries based the formati n of “heir
Gene ral Ltaffs upon the model set ' y G rmany

Beginning with Scharnt irst, . uch distin guishe 1 leacers
and strategist~ as 1 Toltke ths eldcr) ap . vea Schlieffen
wers « osely asociited wth the development of the
Genera Stafl Cow ol —lich operated continuousl~ :iroin
1810 un il th : outbreak of World War ' “ubsequ »nt t
that war the Versailles Treaty ... de the co. tinua ce ol
the school, and 1t was n t untii 1932 ¢h. t the 7icrsa.cade-
mae, as the Cerm 1 cal 1t, wa officially .copened in the
Berlin loea ion t/ st © w)s oecipying at the outbreak of
World War 1L

During the years from 1935 to 1939, the United States
was allowed to send four individual officers to take the
course. Erom their illuminating reports it is possible to
learn the trend of German methods and teachings up to
Hitler’'s attack on Poland. Our observers unanimously
agreed that the main body of doctrine taught at the

puss



v FOREWORD

Kriegsakademie—the body of dgctrine that underlies the
German warfare of today—is set forth in Truppenfiihrung,
the German tactical bible so very similar in matter and
precept to our ownt FM 100-5, Field Service Regulations,
Operations.

The following partial résumé of doctrine ! taught at the
Kriegsakademae is actually a practical adaptation of rele-
vant, parts of Truppenfithrung. It will be »~._d that this
résumé (ignoring the factor of trams ation is written
almost exactly as a Geroan would 1L struc: Germans.
This faithfulness t» the tce of t e orig nal lectures has
been uade hossible Lecaus. of ‘ae extremely adequate
report s whicl were nade by the U, S. officer-stn-nts.

Th ough 'u , striking similarities will be >bserved
| stween German tactical doctrae ond tha set lown in
pertinent manuals of we T 8. Any. 1. 8. »fficers,
however, ~houlc not be mi-_ed | v the surlanties to over-
', « the 1li-rec es tha also exist.  With regard to one
of t1e ba . . mi »»*lus In doctrine, it has bean pc nted
out v o e of our Kriegsakademie gr- '~ates th t “C ving
to the phlegmatic naturc .. th: Ger.aan 1 divic 1al,
initiative and aggrcssive a tior na e to b2 foreed on the
lower ' Luers a.d st ff, ran < and file, .. uereas we possess
these ¢ aract wi= ‘2s s a ngoural heritage.”

1 The M litary Intelligence Service has published the following bulletins
which dese..be various aspeets of German military methods: “The German
Armored Division,” Information Bulletin, No. 18, June 15, 1942; “German
Methods of Warfare in the Libyan Desert,” Information Bulletin, No. 20,
July 5, 1942: “The German Armored Army,” Special Series, No. 4, October
17, 1942; “The Development of German Defensive Tactics in Cyrenaica—
1941,” Special Series, No, 5, Qctober 19, 1942; ““Artillery in the Desert,”
Special Serfes, No. 6, November 25, 1942, Information aboui specific
organizations and weapons may be found in TM 30-450, Hanrdbook on
German Military Forces.
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Section 1. POST OF THE COMMANDER

The personal influence of the commander upon his
troops is of the greatest significance. He must be located
where he can most effectively lead. On the march he
should be as far forward as security permits, and his
location should be definitely known by the ..« mbers of
his staff so that all reports may »=:-h him romjtly. In
the attack his comma~ ,ast shoul' be | cate. as far
forward as possihle, yei prot.ct d fror hestil fire so as to
iner. . und s urby 4 oper. tion; for L. .ucal reasons, the post
is p aced w2 th msain affort facilitating contra' . the
mos. importany point of the battleﬁplﬂ‘ The move nent
of the command post isinfluer~=Ab> thelc ation +f exi ting
wire lines, and the divisiona sign | ficeris kept ¢ ‘nstantly
informed so LAt ¢ mmur cation .>oviiements may be
better . nticipate’  'n a de aying action, the command-.
remains in th: forw aru position until he is convinc:d th t
his order for withdrawal is being sucee sstuli* carrlc 1 ou
then, with his artillery comm wnder 12 goes back o the
new position Ir very difficu ' ur da. 7erc.s sacuations,
often pies.nt wk le wit. drawa s are being executed, the
commandel will ema. v Iun his troops.

1
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Section 1. DUTIES OF THE STAFF

The commander should not be troubled with details.
To insure frictionless performances, there are definite
assignments to staff positions and duties. FEach staff
maintains its preseribed strength. The torctical staff
remains with the command echelon, v heres 3 the supply
and administration staff rer.ain. well 1) the vear, in the
vicinity of the trai s.

2



Section lll. ESTIMATE OF THE TERRAIN

Proper utilization of modern implements of war (artil-
lery, airplanes, gas, tanks, etc.) can only be accomplished
through their careful adaptation to the terrain. The
commahnder himself can obtain only a general »*_ture of
the terrain; he has, however, many supple nent. ry means
by which he can learn the tri'. co. dition of th: area in
which hig command 1 emyp oy 2d: for exam le, re ;onnais-
sance, ai~ vhot graph ».ups, skete es, and questioning
_{ mhabiacts. In juc ging terram for specific purposes,
yo. ! mit i, wear v oLind the plan of the command r and
the 'mr «diate task—to deterinine '.. .- that }'an v il be
influenced (aided or hind- _u, by the te rain.

1. ROADS /. D k DUTEL

Use he be# 20ads aveilaole as routes for supplv t7.. 8;
gain p1vect on against air obgervation bt avoic defi. s
and narcow valleys. For comb' troms, re nemb r the t
cover from ground obs rvatio » is 8 30 ~equire 1. H. w are
the roads »~ st cted, . nd hov will bad = .ther influence
them? V. hat ae ‘e >ad or impossible stretches, and
what is tl 2 po sibiliiy ot avoiding or repairing them?

1 The form of the material, here and at many other points, is governed by
the fact that it was presented as lectures at the Kriegsakademie.

3



4 GERMAN TACTICAL DOCTRINE

What are the widths? ? defiles and excavated passages?
bridges? ® fords? * ferries? 5 steep grades? ®

2. RAILROADS

Differentiate between standard gage (1.435 meters, or
4 feet 8% inches) and narrow gage (1.20 meters, or 3 feet
11% inches, to 0.6 meter, or 1 foot 11} inches). Differ-
entiate also between field line, cable line, e'~:trie, and
steam. How many rails are there, aid da s room for
addition exist alongside the alls. Afte a sn all amount
of work ont the br iges, t1.cks c:n usuolly Le adapted
for use .s me ~ching = ees 1>r for . and mounted troops,
<3 well 18 or 1otor - ehicles.

3. TER !AIN FOR THE ATTACK

(¢) Where will the .em_ 1:sist t. e attick? Where
are his advence ¢ rtpost. ™ .n , ositic ., s riten positions?
(7> Tiow bas he lispose ! his forces—infantry, artillery,
reser €7 - v 'hee . a position of readiness (c reit-
stellus 7), £ 1d how can the terrain be .ot utiliz d fo. ad-
vance to it? Is there cones . nt from « 'r obs rvat.n?
Until what point w1l the atta-ziy g fore: be euncealed
from bos e ground oservai on?  (a;, 7 nere are covered
approaci eg for irt_nt1 7 towa.d the hostile position? Are
attack ol ecti es so conspicuous and so located that con-
centrated artillery fire may be directed upon them?
" 2 For motor vehicles at least 2.5 meters, or 8 feet 434 inches, and for passing
at least 5 meters, or 16 feet 9 inches.

3 Construetion material, capacity, destruction and repair possibilities.

+ Current, speeds, beds, depths (for infantry up to 1 meter, or 3 feet 3.4
inches, for machine guns and heavy infantry weapons up to 0.6 meter, or 1
foot 11.6 inehes, and for armored cars up to 0.9 meter or 2 feet 11.4 inches).

8 Capacity and time required for erossing.
¢ Usually negotiable by motor vehicles if the ratio is not higher than 1 to 7.




ESTIMATE OF THE TERRAIN 5]

Where are the best positions for artillery and observation
posts? Where is the terrain most favorable for tanks?
Where does the terrain favor the enemy’s counterattack?
() And, lastly, what kind of attack is most favored by
the terrain—penetration, envelopment, or frontal attack?

4. TERRAIN FOR THE DEFENSIVE ACTION

a. General

A defensive position is frecuent.  sele ted hrough
examination of maps. Imr eciately therea ter, officers
are sebt or ‘erra n reco ".assan e, fieneral Staff, artill-
€.y, and e g1 eer officer reconnoiter for their respective
purpses ¢ . we.nc ., 1ater, a coordinated defe se pin is
built 1p f.om their information.

b. Questions To Be Canside: »d
Suek - Lestic 1 as he fol »wing ar.c.

(@) What s ~..0 b the locations of the main liro ot
resistanc, th flank support, the outpo=t line, aid th
advance positions? () Where _.. a tillery and . eavy
infantry weapons, as w:ll ag heir recuired Hbsgervition
posts, be lo-_.ed o brir r the «nemy wnl.. fire at long
ranges? (e How eco th: enem be subjected to frontal
and flanking fire - nmec.ately in front of the main line of
resistance, ai.d where can a counterblow be effectively
delivered? (d) What obstacles must be constructed to
canalize the attack of the enemy, including his tanks, and
to cause him to advance where heavily concentrated fire
can be delivered? (¢) Where will the reserves be lo-
cated to obtain cover and also to facilitate counterattacks?
(f) Should it be necessary to limit the enemy’s penetra-



6 GERMAN. TACTICAL DOCTRINE

tion, and how can the defensive be established in a posi-
tion to the rear?

5. TERRAIN FOR THE DELAYING ACTION

Where is an effective first line of defense? Where are
lines of defense to the rear? Where is favorable ground
for an outpost line? Where are covered avenues of
withdrawal? Where is observation for supp rting weap-
ons? Where are natural oh..aclas anc terr in features
which can be convi.wea nt) effec 've ol stacles? Where
is terrain whi h pert. it ?,ng vange obs rvation and firing?

¢ TER:A: 1 1OR TIE BIVOUAC

Befc re the troops arrive, recon™ " *ar bive 1ac a eas and
routes leading thereto. .. id large sseml tages of per-
sonnel. The smiller tl = gr-ap , the aster 1o conceal in
villa Lo, weo led ¢ reas, o other suil_ute locations. Main-
tain the t e*_2l ateeritvy of units in bivouac. ™7 iv 18
neces ary o bivouac by day in open terrain, ir treas the
distance and intervals to mi=miz the ffect f ho ftile
bombing. For tact'cal pu-poses, hivouz: requ rements
include: *deq 1.te 1 om; & wurity .»7 screemung forces
which ¢ eupy eo ym. nding terrain and are sufficiently
strong t¢ per 1t tiae and space for the main force to
maneuver according to the situation; and routes connect-
ing the various groups and leading to potential defensive
areas. Bivouac requirements for troops demand dry
ground and land (preferably uncultivated) which is
lightly wooded, protected against wind, and convenient
to a supply of water, straw, and wood. The proximity
of villages is desirable.



Section IV. CONCEALMENT

- Troops must use every opportunity and means to deny
information to the enemy. Otherwise the essential ele-
ment in the attack, surprise, is lost. Concealment is
most effective when the enemy requires o (L. time to
discover that he has been deceive?

7. PROTECTION! AGAINS, SROUND R_LCONNAIS.
CANCT

a. F astile Ubsyveion

Ho tile observers and staffs ca'. see great dista ces
from high points (nbservition >y ts) w1 h fiel ' glasses
and teleseopes, ther fore, () wnen ‘roor movements are
contemn lated. st dy the m p carefully to insure cover
against »Hossil i host (o observation; (b) conceal move -
ments, p siticns, and installations by a screcn of se urity
forces to the front and flanks.

b. OHfensiv- Zoncr o' men

Security 11 all ¢ ~coon mut ve considered.  Conceal-
ment may b eit’ er offensive or defensive. If offensive,
cavalry and other highly mobile combat units are launched
against the hostile reconnaissance forces to drive them
back. This method is effective, but occasionally hostile
patrols are able to infiltrate or go around the attacking

foree.
7



8 GERMAN TACTICAL DOCTRINE

¢. Defensive Cancealment

Defensive concealment is particularly effective when
the terrain contributes natural obstacles such as a river,
a chain of lakes, a swamp, or some similar area. The
stronger the natural obstacles, the weaker the force em-
ployed to protect the avenues of approach, and also the
stronger the force that can be held as mohi's reserve.
Reconnaissance units are sent far f rwar!, operating
energetically and according o nportinity against the
hostile reconnaissai se fo ce

A Falcz Apg zaranc

In s troon where it is desired to deceive L e enemy
a d iripart the impression of or~at strer 3th, circulate
faise rumors, execute f2l.> parche. and senc troops
against hostile 1 conna ssanc 2 orees * ith in tructions to
fire = grest deai of an nunition pidly, to tie up the
hostle co am nications net, to disturb radio tres iuis-
sion, and .o orgaluze deceptive transmission ¢1 rac o or

wire.

8. PROTECTICN A GAIN'T AIR RECHNIZAISSANCE

Stron © acti 1ty o1 the jart of the hostile air force
requires care ul c¢ns.ueration for the concealment of
troops a. d iustallations, particularly when antiaircraft
means are lacking or very limited. The fact that photo-
graphs reveal every detail must not be overlooked. Arti-
ficial means of concealment, such as camouflage, smoke,
or nets, are effective; but it is more important to survey
carefully the surrounding area. Avoid constructions and
artificial works, sharp color contrasts, and lights. Real-
ize, on the other hand, that measures for concealment
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hinder the troops, render more difficult, freedom of move-
ment and distribution of orders, and through night
marches and detours cause loss of time and decrease the
capacity to fight.

9. CONCEALMENT IN REST AREAS

Select rest areas in wooded locations or in several
villages. Place horses, tanks, vehicles, ete., v lir trees
or in stalls or courts, but avoid regular par. ing ¢ * parade-
ground distribution. Reenlate trate = in e arcy, keep-
ing the main roads an  inte se¢ :tions ree.

17 CONCEALMENT OF TROUT MOVEMENTS

a. Loadir; and U '_uding

In rail novements it is practicall- 101, nssible to co ceal
loading and unloading ai .as 1.or hostl @ air <con ais-
sance. Wher poss ble, m rob the troors b, night to a
villo_. near tie 'oac ng sta ion, permut them to rest, and
then m ve th Loy 1 olaller groups to the villagy woe e
the loac ng s ation is loeated. Load ».. 'y and vaca »
the vicinity promptly.

b. Road Moveme -

Iv road noven en., t. e conc alment given by darkness
is most effe :tive  Arioage the departure of troops from
bivouac at 11e beginning of darkness, with arrival in the
new area before daybreak. When marching by day,
select routes leading through woods, villages,  or other
partially covered areas. The shadows of trees along
the roads offer execellent means for concealing coluinns,
including vehicles. Bridgs construction cannot be con-

cealed, but equipient can be so disposed prior to the
49775 —42 3




10 GERMAN, TACTICAL DOCTRINE

actual construetion that there is little or no tell-tale
indication of the preparations.

11. CONCEALMENT [N BATTLE

Carry out development and deployment, or either,
under the concealment of darkness. 1If the situation
requires execution by daylight, seek covered areas.
Utilize camouflage to conceal the positicn. ur guns, of
headquarters, and of observation posts.



Section V. COMBAT INTELLIGENCE

The commander must continually, day and night, con-
duct reconnaissance and utilize intelligence means to
seek information clarifying the enemy situation. As soon
as possible, he will forward information ar. mportant
reports to the next higher cornmander,  Or ze coi tact with
the enemy 1s gained. ¢t~ s s'ould e tak n no to lose
contact. In Ligher ¢ mm: ncs, and somet nes with the
lower un v a vpecial ancer (1.*~".gence officer) will be
de ailed to haidle al intelligence matters. =1, an
offi er wrks 1. coordination with all the con manc °rs of
atte shea mtelligence units and in“orma jon se vices and
keeps them constantly in orme 1 f the ¢ tuatic .

12. T0ie PRIP.CRATION OF INTELLIGENCE REPORTS

Keej in m ad to 21 Lowing rules governing the | repai 1~
tion of -epo.ts: (a) Determine before'.anu what -epor s
must be sent in code and uso 7bit mecas of signa
communications are t» be vwed (L Diff rer:iate be-
betwee~ nat o e has sersonc 'ly seen ana what another
has remari od or ~Lpo tec () Avoid euphemistic phrases
and exagge 'aticis. (d) State strength, time, and place
exactly. (¢) Include information on the condition of the
terrain, - {f) Send in pertinent information yourself,
never assuming that another unit has already sent it in.
(9) In very wurgent cases, send a report not only to the
next higher commander but also direct to the commander-~

11
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in-chief. (k) From time to time, submit a complete
assembly of reports; frequently a sketch will suffice.

13. WHAT TO REPORT

In battle, utilize pauses to send in reports on enemy
movements, your own situation, the ammunition supply,
the condition of the terrain, and your own impressions.
Make suggestions for the seizing of far. aote oppor-
tunities. Reports giving such inforiratio. as exists
just before darkness cots 1n a.> esp ciall. wvaluable.
After a batt'e, rep rt ir 1 >diatel - wha enemy troops
onroge your oree, uat the enc.ay 1s doing, what the
¢onditi n of 3our own troops is, where your tv-_ps are
lcrated and vhac the status of the ammuni on s pply is.

14. CONTACT AND €O D'NATIC N BE "WELN
FRIENPLY LUNITS

11 ison et eer neigh: oring units, and hetween hi~!ar
and 1ext | .wer n L., 18 accomplished through a mi tual
excha, ge of reports and a promp. commum atior of-
friendly intentions. Targe umi s atilize liaisor officars
for this purpos~ eac unit ening one ¢, it officers to
the o*’.c and | o1 'ing him re ponsible tor the exchange of
informat »n. lucn 037..s Keep their commanders in-
formed oi the situation with reference to the enemy, all
developments of the situation, and the intentions of the
other commander. The duties of a liasion officer demand
tactical knowledge, intelligence, and tact.

15. TRANSMISSION OF ORDERS AND REPORTS

Several communication means should always be avail-
able to a commander. Where technical communication
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means are uncertain or cannot be maintained, then
courier service ? is established. Very important orders
or reports are generally sent by officer messengers in
motoreycles or cars. If delivery is uncertain, several
means of transmission are used, as well as different routes,
to insure the prompt arrival of the information at its
destination.

Every commander is required to know th. woutes of
communication and the messenger route.  \ll ur 'te assist
in the uninterrupted trar=missin of 1 ports nd n 2ssages.
Higher commarders ad ¢ m 1ander; of reonnaissance
and =-cur ;" uni s are a «norized *o _xamine the messages
wh.:h they ¢ nte t en 1>ute, noting on the messae- Laat
they hav: done s, the hour, and the date.

16. ADVANCE MESSAC. N :RS

To expedite he re *eipt o _.orm:‘ion advance message
cenvers are e tar'ish d, par icularly in the area or sector
where ¢ mm wcac o1 . will be numerous. Such 11essa, e
centers how.d be easily located, prot .cred from nostii:
fire, and definitely connected with h rearw wd m ssag
center. Under ¢ertain ireum ton_es ( or exc.mp.e, on the
front of . cavaliy orp ), adv nce message centers and
message as embl - Loits ™, be established at consider-
able distanc>s from the main headquarters, in order to
simplify and expedite the transmission of information
between the reconnaissance units and the main head-
quarters.

" Runners, mounted men, bicyelists, or motorcyeliste,
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17. INFORMATION THROUGH SPECIAL MEANS

The air intelligence service observes hostile air activity
and provides information relative to the air situation, and
from this one can obtain a fairly accurate conception of
the enemy’s intentions. The signal communication in-
telligence service observes all hostile communications
(radio, telephone, telegraph, etc.) through goniometrie
intercept, listening posts, wire tapping, on: arvers, and
other means. 'The routine i~lic.rogatio. of | risoners of
war yields miscellerCoue ir ‘ormai on.  Captired docu-
ments may iclude ord-.s, maps messages, notebooks,
Towspaoes, hotogoaphs, ana nlms.  Serutiny of the
Lostile »r2. ai d »ublications is maintained.

18. IMPORTANT PRINCIPIES OF k™CON {AIS.ANCE

Do not dissipa’e reco. nais ar e stre igth,  Superiority
of menis is very Cmport: 1t for suoorustul reconnaissance;
but . apericrits in wobili y and clever employmer* cnd
to ot set umeiicul inferiority. It will freq ently be
necess.ry to fight for informatior. Adcvanee' hos'ile
securtty and reconnaissanc: for es must be pe etraved
or thrown hack "o nu ke con wce pos.‘hle with the hostile
main o ce. I uis onnee ‘on, it is often advisable to
oceupy 1 aporiant poies quickly with motorized forces.
When thire I great inferiority to the enemy, fighting
should be avoided, and an endeavor should be made to
penetrate the enemy secreen or go around it,

The commander who specifies what information is to
be obtained should eoordinate all his subordinate recon-
naissance means. Ifficient reconnaissance s not ob-
tained through employment of large numbers of recon-
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noitering units, but by the careful direction and instruc-
tion of these units as to what the commander wishes to
know. Definite missions and their relative urgency must
be indicated, and the means of sending information to
the rear, including definitely regulated radio traffic,
must be insured.

19. STRATEGIC RECONNAISSANCE

Strategiec, or operative, reconnaissance endcavors to
build up a general picture of .ne o erall ¢ tuat.on, thus
aiding the commande in hi f in making ‘he ceecisions
which ha'  important ~Zaence on t'e enure campoign.

“Missior s :hay includ  observation of hostile mohi' za-
tiol 3, ass anbl s, Laual march directions, raili »ad | 10ove-
mer s, hoat movements, supply ec’ cio. », cons ructi n of
fortifications, air aetiviti », lo af ons, s rengt. s, m we-
ments of metorize! and mechan zed f ree., and, par-
tiev'o. y, open Janis.  Su h misstons are performed by
air rec nnais “Lac U0itt motorized reconnalssarce o: f-
talions, ind rmy cavalry units. The th. .~ must uppl -
ment each other and be carefr!, ¢ or inatec to th: % ena

20. TACTICAL | COM NAIS: “nCE

Tactical recor n=' an e i« c.ncerned with the move-
ments of t1 2 en¢ my in closer proximity: his movements,
bivouac are.s, organization, breadth and depth of disposi-
tion, supply service, construction of defensive works, air
activity, and location of airfields and antiaircraft. Fs-
pecially important is timely report of the location of
motorized or mechanized forces.

For air reconnaissance, the commander utilizes the air-
plane squadron which is placed at his disposal for such
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purpose by the air force. For ground reconnaissance, he
utilizes independent motorized reconnaissance battalions,
motorized reconnaissance battalions of the ecavalry,
mounted reconnaissance battalions of the cavalry, and
reconnaissance battalions of the infantry divisions.

21. RECONNAISSANCE BATTALIONS

Definite sectors are generally assigned tc *C onnaissance
battalions. Within the corps houndar es between divi-
sions are designated ~-1 o1 open Aanks the | hundary is
designated b tween the a1 k reco inaiss: nee area of the
di=‘sior and that ¢ the cup~ Reconnaissance units
vvoid gk ng unles it 1s absolutely required Ly the
s uati noin the aceomplishment of their nissiors. If a
re_onnaissance unit be given a ecun v mis: ‘on, \ 1e unit
should be reinforced b 7 otl >r units for (xampie, by
machire gu ligh - artilic |, antiv ' nk .nd engineer troops.

1t 8 reec an. isse 1ce ba talion is directly in front of ‘he
divis on a.d 1L c..act with the enemy, it houl ' be
ordercd e.cher: (a) to move off to a si'e and econt 1ue
reconnaissance in that are ., or ‘6 to av ajt re ‘ef from
troops coming 'p frcm the oo, or ‘¢) to fali back upon
the ‘.uuos In th rer. In the absence of any orders,
under t e af .usa' 1 -~ _umstances the reconnaissance
battalion sho ld fall back upon the troops in the rear.
On an open flank, reconnaissance hattalions are echeloned
forward.

22. MOTORIZED RECONNAISSANCE BATTALIONS

The important advantage ts speed. Motorized recon-
naissanece battalions ean reconnoiter by day and march
on by night, and are restricted only by limitations of the



COMBAT INTELLIGENCE 17

motor vehicles, terrain, weather, roads, fuel supply, and
signal communication. They maintain connection with
mounted reconnalssance units by radio. Advaneing for-
ward by bounds—the nearer the enemy, the shorter the
bounds—they remain as long as possible on roads. In
hostile territory, different routes for the return are
selected, and important points along the road, or im-
portant places, are secured. Rest during th. wght is
obtained by avoiding main roads and vil iges, and by
halting under available eovor 10 1s0la 2d ares. < Contaet
with the enemy, howes »r, v 15 be ma ntaine 1.

The wid . of ¢ sector snould 1.2t Y over 50 kilometers
(81 niles) ‘vhe 'epth 1 limited by fuel supply. M_.or
vehicles 1. mog21a reconnaissance units have a 1o dius
of ac 1on of between 200 to 250 k¥ .ome =rs (1 5 to 155
miles) without replenishme at.

Scouting gr.ps *ill ger -y Lo orcunized and dis-
patcuec by th: ¢ mr ander of a battalion. Such grouns
include armc.ed cc ., ecars, motorcyeles, and radi
equipme. t. .Along the more important roads and thos
leading to the decisive areas ¢ por ts patro s shou d be
stronger, but too 'nrge . patro irc.eas s the diff culty of
concealm_, , fror. ‘*he enemy Armorea ecar patrols
within seou ing g oup w1 Lo given written orders per-
taining to 1)ute destination, and information desired;
they advance by bounds, with distance and speed some-
times prescribed; generally, however, they precede the
division at about 1 hour (approximately 40 kilometers, or
25 miles). Motorcycles are used to fill in gaps and inter-
vals, thereby thickening the reconnaissance net. The re-
mainder of the motorized reconnaissance battalion serves as

areserve and as a receiving and assembly point for reports.
4597735°—42——4
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23. RECONNAISSANCE BATTALION OF THE IN-
FANTRY DIVISION

The reconnaissance battalion of the infantry division 1s
employed as a unit, even if the division is advancing over
a broad front in several columns. The advance is made
by bounds somewhat shorter than those of the motorized
reconnaissance battalion. Scout groups are sent out
under the direction of the battalion (»mm nder. The
hattalion can reconnoiter ar are. appre imatly 10 kilo-
meters (6 miles) in 1dth a d seldc m is s nt m re than 30
or 40 }lome &rs (2t +o 50 niles) ‘orward. The strength
f the sc.out roups ‘sometimes up to that of a nlatoon

fith 1 sy 2hachioe guns) is, however, determuine | by the
s ‘uat on and the mission. Pa*:ll: sent ut fiom the
seout groups remain o, u. Iads a long as possible,
advaneing by bounds £ om - ps rvatio 1 point to observa-
tint point.

R conn e~ ree hettadons of interior divisio. are
usua 'y w thdrawn to the rear after the battl actially
begins. If, however, the 4o is oypsratin: ove: a
broad front or in difficult serra 1, the ba talion may be
reinforee anc Ctiliz d to fil w a gap ot seize an impor-
tant te: main f att re. Commn: inications must be carefully
providec  E tra s.;rna equipment and personnel may be
attached n exceptional cases.

24. BATTLE RECONNAISSANCE

The purpose of battle reconnaissance is to reconnoiter
the enemy’s front, flanks, and rear to establish definitely
the location of his flanks, artillery, heavy infantry
weapons, and reserves. Such reconnaissance locates our
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own front line and often provides close-in security and
terrain reconnaissance.® Security is necessary at all times,
but reconnaissance must not be neglected to accomplish
security. Battle reconnaissance is established usually at
the opening phases of the development or deployment.
The advance of the infantry in the attack reveals very
quickly the location of hostile infantry and artillery; also,
fire from our artillery upon hostile infantry »!. generally
result in the hostile artillery delivering ¢»unte fire and
thus revealing 1ts location

There are beth air and gyound 11eans wailable for
performing batt e reco aalssanc®  some of the specific
me ns of dai’le . aconn: ‘ssance are: (1) Infantru »=7, Jls,
somi time 3 rel ‘o.ced with light machine g ns, | eavy
maci ine guns, light mortars, or an‘.cans guns.  (b) « 'ngi-
neer patrols, particularly v aluak’'e n app oachii z a forti-
fied area. a ¢ Ale, v a .. (¢) Arts! ery patrols, con-
isting wsuall: " ai office and a few mounted men
assigne. to -~ scom 01 .. routes of approach, obse vatin
posts, a d fi.e positions. (d) Observat sn o italior (art -
lery), skilled in locating targe s by scind a1 1 flas. , anc
in evaluating aerial piotogra b= () Car ive baitoons,
suppler"_. uang t' e »rec2ding means ana permitting a
general vie 7 ove e he 0 {ront.

8 Qur observa ion p.sts and other friendly personnel, who are reconnoitering
for our own artillery, heavy infantry weapon, and antitank positious, can gain
much helpful information from units of the reconnaissance battalion. Some-
times they actually accompany the battallon to get early information about
the terrain, potential targets, and gun positions.

® Tt assists our own artillery in firing on concealed targets by transmisting
weather data. By accurate surveying prineiples, it establishes the loeation

net for the batteries. The net is not restricted to the division sector, but
sometimes extends 6 to 10 kilometers (as mueh as 6 miles).



Section VI. PRINCIPLES OF COMMUNI-
CATION

The higher unit is responsible for the establishment and
maintenance of communication with the next lower unit.
Wire connection with neighboring units i~ . ways estab-
lished to the unit on the right  This ru. » doe mnot release
the commanders of »=_ ons bility, howe rer, 137 maintain
contact with units o the r >ft,

Of 81 ¢~al 1 1porta e is the ~~vlection between artillery

nd ir ‘an »y. If au artillery unit is attached “_ an in-
t ntry unit, then the infantry is responsibi : for "he con-
n. ction; if the artillery is snpor ang w1 infai try v it, but
not attached to it, ther the ri lery is respoi sible for the
connectior  If, howev ., the ~rtil'sry, through some
specal cir un sta ces, is unable to establish the corn.c-
tion, then une 1. fa ..y must undertake the resy onsik lity.
Conr ctica with heavy infantry w apo.s is tl s res on-
sibility of the infantry con nanc °r zoncer ed.

25. OPTLATI Ol OF SWNAL  SMMUNICATION
Ti OOF ¢

The cc nmze ader 1ssues orders for the employment of his
communication units ordinarily after receiving the recom-
mendations of the communication officer. It is most
essential that the commander punctually give the com-
munication officer a complete picture of the situation,
including the commander’s intentions. The cominunica-

tion means of a command post are assembled in a message
20
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center. The proper functioning of communication is
dependent upon its useful employment on the part of the
commander and upon the technical training of personnel.

26, ORDER OF THE DIVISION COMMUNICATION
OFFICER

The order of the division ecommunication officer should
contain: (@) The enemy situation, our own tro_pu3, the
plan of the commander; (b) the mission of tl= signal
battalion; (¢) specific orders for .ne s, 'nal ecc nmu ieation
companies and supply rain; (@ when 1pplic. ble, iastruc-
tions r=lat’v2 to cecrecy .oplace ment, utinzation of com-
Liel vial ne s, . nd ystem maintenance,

In the adva ct .uarch, the division conuunic tion
batta ion builds and maintaing ar ax. of siynal «om-
munication (wire lines) al ‘ng t e route pon v hich the
division comm nder and hi: h.adgoarter are advancing
In frlcily te rioory, the ex sting commercial net is util-
1zed to : max L.iun 1 “Lemy territory, heavy fiel ) cap 2
is geners ly 1 stalled overhead. Whep _o.*act wi h th
enemy has been established ', wu ¢ ivision wire com-
munication must he ma. 1tainec at <.l ¢ sts wi h the corps
and must oo be s ayp nler ented Hy radio auu other means.
Establishmut of =i, al »enrecdons within the division
and betwee di isions 1s also very important 1n co-
ordinating the tactical effort.

Within the division, all command posts and observatlon
posts should be connected according to their relative
importance. The division signal battalion will establish
lines to the infantry regiments, artillery commander, and
the artillery units operating under the artillery com-
mander, as well as lateral connection to adjoining di-





