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FOREWORD

Trais TEXT is the trapslation of the greater part of a
German handbook designed to ald in squad training.
The material illustrates, with a wealth of concrete
examples, the basic tactics of the German rifle squad.
These tactics differ somewhat from those of the U. 8.
squad, mainly in that the enemy unit is built 1 = tactical
purposes around the employment of the squ d’s light
machine gun. It is believed #Lav 7. 8. con han  officers
and noncomm; slorveu o, cer. will rofit by thic “ppor-

ity tocindy the omba wothods of t.2 basic German
Joanily un
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Section |. ORGANIZATION AND FOR-
MATIONS OF THE SQUAD

1. ORGANIZATION AND EQUIPMENT

The rifle platoon consists of the platoon leader, platoon
headquarters (one leader and thiee men), four ¢ quads, and
the light-mortar squad (one leader and two n ).

The squad is the smallest combat unit. It onsists of
the squad leadsr and nine me, one of whom st} second-
in-command. = Tht Secor -1 comn nd ig th ass.seant of

he scui Tead r ald repr se ts hitl in case of necessity.
“le 1s respo sib e fo liaisom witn the platoon leader.and
a jace s sqiods.

N

Members Equipment Duties

Squad leader____; Mac inepistalwith |/ he schad leac r ¢ m-
6nogar es(ea h | mande his_squod.  He
vith 32 rounds ' lirect che fire of the light
n aayazin o machine gun and, in so
wch s, far as the combat per-
' Yingazine loo e, mits, that of the riflemen

" Field glasses, also.
Wire cutters, | He is responsible for the
Pocket compass, mechanical condition of
: Signal whistle, ' the weapons and equip-
Sun glasses, ment, and for the availa-

. Searchlight. bility of ammunition
' within his squad.
1



THE GERMAN SQUAD IN COMBAT

Members

Equipment

Duties

Machine-gunner
{No. 1).

Assistant (No.2)

Machine gun 34
with belt,

Magazine 34 (50
rounds),

Tool pouch,

Pistol,

Short spade,

Sun glasses,

Searchlight.

Jarrel -opiatect ¢
7ith L sparc be -
i,

4 Lot Crums o cach
w h 5 rounds),

Ammuni on  belt
34,

Pistol,

Ammunitién  box
(300 1ounds)

Short 8 ade,

ows zlas as.

Thi

-pPly of ammunition.

The machine-guuner op-

erates the machine gun in
battle. He is responsible
for the care of the
weapon. :

member f th squad
is | ‘he sssisint to the
i chine-gunner in com-
pat. He insures the sup-
He
agssists the machine-cun-
ner in the preparatior *

firing and in go g 1 0

pos Then ' 2 us -
iy take position and:
Cover, s eral pacs to
tio left lank or rear of

the machine-gunner. He
is always ready to aid the
machine-gunner (for ex-
ample, by correcting
jams, changing barrels,
righting the gun on
bipod) or to replace him.
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3

Members

Equipment

Dutles

Assistant (No.2)
—Continued.

Ammunition-
carrier (No. 3)

Riflemen (Nos.
4-9)

|

I
Soott

Barrel - protect
with are

“bovel,

2 emmuiition
boi s (esin witn
300 ouuds),

.Ammoaition belt
34,

Pistol,

Short spade.

Rifle (each)
2 am
ou es,

yad

Tw om0 lered:

A i

1itio

A

hand gren. les,

Smoke grenades, |

Explosive charges,

Ammunition,

Machine-gun tri-
pod.

After the gun has gone
into position, if there is
suitable cover present he
lies down near the ma-
chine-gunner and aids
hiln in serving the ma-
chine gun. He also aids
the mochin gunmer in
the eare.of (i weapon.

the ammuni-
ion-carric talk s a posi-
on to th rear, under
over. He inspects the
ammunition belts and
ammunition. He also op-

'f possible

erates as a close-in or
hand-to-hand nghts
‘he mfi men exe 1te
close-combat” fichting

itht.fle fire and bayo-
net.

One rifleman is the second-
in-command. He is the
assistant of the squad
leader and commands the
squad in the absence of
the leader. He is respon-
sible for liaison with the
platoon commander and
with adjacent squads.




4 THE GERMAN SQUAD IN COMBAT

2. SQUAD FORMATIONS, CLOSE ORDER*

X} seuap LEADER [a] assisTaNT
[N seconp-in-commanp AMMUNITION - GARRIER
é] LIGHT MACHINE - GUNNER (] riFLEMaN

Figure 1.—Squad symbols

The formations in figures 2, 3, and 4 are taken at once
upon the following orders, respectively:
1. sQUAD LINE, ONE DEEP, 2, FALL IN.

NOD000EE & X
Figure ©2-—Sque . in lin

1. sQquanpcoLu N, FAL T, N,
IN/4ARC. OR ER, 2. FA L TN

J
fa]
oRGRCRE
O
0 1 O
. NN
s j -
O
N .
Figure 3.—Squad column Figure 4 —Squad in march order

1 8ee FM 22-5, “Infantry Drill Regulations,” August 4, 1941, paragraphs
114-130, for comparison with U. 8. Army squad formations. Figure 1 gives
the U. 8. symbols used to represent the members of the squad.



ORGANIZATION AND FORMATIONS OF THE SQUAD 5
3. SQUAD FORMATIONS, EXTENDED ORDER

When the situation, terrain, and hostile activity no
longer permit close-order formation, the squad adopts
open formation—that is, deployment. The deployment
of the squad usually follows immediately after the pla-
toon develops. It 1s executed upon signal, order, or
command.

The principal deployed formations are ‘the sqguad
column (fig. 5) and the skirmish line (fig. 6). - The squad
is always deployed as a unit, with the r ach \e-gunner
(No. 1) as the base man,

a. Squ~e Colun

Tle sor d ¢ lutn for nation 18 used for approaching
ne elemy luriog t e ure fight when only the light ma-

Figure 5.—Squad column moving forward
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chine gun is firing and the riflemen arc held back. The
second-in-command 1 at the tail of the column to insure
that the members of the squad keep closed up (see fig. 5).

b. Squad Skirmish Line

If the immediate, combined fire action of both the light
machine gun and the riflemen is required by the situation,
the skirmish-line formation should be adopted.

X

. x\\ ]

.
'
N

Figure 6—Squad in skirmish line

If the whole squad is to engage simultaneously in fire
fight, the riflemen take positions according to the terrain,
usually building up a skirmish line on hoth sides of the
light machine gun (see fig. 6). The light machine gun
remains centrally located in the squad skirmish line, ex-
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cept where the terrain or situation suggests the deploy-
ment of all the riflemen to the rlght (or to the left) (see
fig. 7).

If it is desired to change the formation from squad
column to skirmish line in order to take up the fire fight
immediately, the leader gives the signal or command to
deploy. Bunching around the machine gun must be
avoided under all circumstances.

-

i x s e
a9 - { . . '
M s r -

. Laa ;4
I 7 -~ - / -
s - - "
d - - "l
- - - -
s - - P j
- - - - -
-
o - T ’
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - -
- - - -
- - -
£~ -
- - -
- - - -
- -
- -
o -
4 -
- P -
- .
11 -
- -
-
-
-
g -
-
. -
ES

Figure 7.—Skirmish line echeloned to the right

In order to form the skirmish line from the squad
column, the forward half of the riflemen deploys to the
right of the machine-gunner, and the rear half to his left.
The interval between men is approximately 5 paces,

unless a different interval is expressly ordered. If it 1s
H1631° —43—2



8 THE GERMAN SQUAD IN COMBAT

desired that the riflemen deploy all on one side, it must
be so ordered. If the deployment is executed from the
march order (fig. 4), the riflemen take the same positions
as indicated in figures 6 and 7.

c. Generdl

The use of other formations, or the omission of parts
of the squad, is permassible only when the situation makes
1t necessary. In this case special orders should be given.
Cohesion within the squad must be maintail a at all
costs.

The formati m of the“squi.d niy be ¢ ang d from
column to skirn sh' fie (0 vi > verse  to redu e casualties
f om hesoue fire or 10 nego av diffi alt terrain.  Forma-
vlon enanscs noougoterrun are often necessary in sur-
me antiog or vooling obstacles of all kinds, or in closing
up »recs squads. -

It 15 less important that the distances and inter als
be maintained exactly than it is that the squa  av id
losses—in other wor ls, that it rea’ 0 the 'nemy 1 sit. n
in full strength.  The ati ation »f  he rifl mer should be
directe. moi: 1n he ire tion ¢ thooenimy and less on
the forn ation |

The s nad eade. 's not r stricted to any given position
or place. “4s a rule, he moves before his squad. On
occasion it may be necessary for him to leave his squad
temporarily 1n order to observe the enemy, reconnoiter
the terrain, and maintain connection with adjacent units.
His place is then taken by the second-in-command. .



Section Il. COMBAT METHODS OF THE
SQUAD

4. SQUAD LEADERSHIP

a. General

In modern combat the squad 1s usually tl= la gest unit

which can be controlled by an individual leadc on the
battlefield.

The efficienc  of a scuad (dcpenc: essent lly on the
personality of it lea '“r, hi ¢c duct 1 emerge cies and in
a nger lus « fan ole, 11s poer 0 me (e decisions, and his
¢o Iness. . 200 le der. one with a good personality,
me ns ¢ good nit, anc a poor leader means a poor unit.

L he acvuopment of Lhe personality of the squid le der
1s one of the most important training objectives dui ng
peacetime. He must learn the way to the hearti of s
subordinates and wi their sonfide’ ce by underst ndii =
their feslings and thei: wa, of thi kg, anc oy iustic. and
solicitu 'e-for vnelr wel are. The = bu i dind e wants tofeel
that his superior i3 a'ea1 forum, looks after him, and
interced : in s bel ol It s only in this way that in the
field the wuau leader can be at the same time a stern
father and a kind mother.

In the first few battles, where the inexperienced soldier
may be influenced and frightened, the strong will and
strict discipline of the leader will assist the soldier in over-
coming his fear and in carrying out his mission coolly.

9



10 THE GERMAN SQUAD IN COMBAT

b. The Squad Leader

The squad leader must be an example—and a combat
example—for his men. The most effective means for
gaining the respect and confidence of subordinates, and
for getting the most out of them, is to set an example.
But in order to set an example, the squad leader must have
a stronger will than his men, must do more than they do,
and must himself always faithfully discharge his duties
and obey .orders cheerfully. A superior can' make his
subordinates reliable and conscientious i the cai 'ying out
of orders only by setting them = good eximpl in this
respect, even 1 the sminllest thing In oider o be a
lrader in the fie d, ¢ super or mnust ¢ spley ai exemplary
b oarmd befc e s noen in he (hament of danger and be
w. ling, i7 nccese ry, toowe for thein, The wedk and
va. llat ng s00 then gaided by his example and by his
disi jard of self in accepting privations and dangers

The way in which the squad leader gives hi  or ers
exercises a great influence upon suboiiiintes. Colmr ss
and certainty, as we  ascliaiioss 1 the (spositic s a
the or(ers, immediate y ¢ cate i subhordir Ltes The ieeling
that t' iea er is om ete t anc manc tnein confident of
success. The, we t v se aud feel that their leader is
superior o thomm i wnowled, 2, ability, calmness, behavior,
Aand expericnce,

In offensive action, the squad leader comes after the
platoon leader in driving power. He must continually
keep alive the will to conquer the enemy.

Under heavy fire, only a real man maintains the com-
posure necessary for calm judgment, so essential to
proper decisions. Only the man who does not fear dan-
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ger, or who can control his fear, can lead his men against
the enemy, and such a man, in spite of discouraging prog-
ress during the course of the battle, will lead his men on.

In defense also, the squad leader, by his personal fear-
lessness and coolness under heavy fire, retains the un-
swerving loyalty of his men. The troops in the front-
line units look to their squad and platoon leaders for strong
leadership when attacked by a numerically superior
enemy. Lastly, it is the squad leader who éneii s his men
to engage in vigorous hand-to-hand fighting or  launch
swift counterblows when the enemy closes in  he final
assault upon th m.

If the squad @ad ¢ coniiic @ hims: f in the srescice of
I's unit o an xei plary anl ecal'i manner—in other
w rds, acts’. ea eal nan- -his men will also do their duty
an | cery o5 his ¢ ders conscientiously. The squad
lea or vl chen be able to depend upon them' n ¢ ery
situation.

5. THE SQUAD IN THE FIRF FIG' /i

a. Gei >ral Prigeijplas

The quaa is @ ual r e ployv d in combat as a unit.
The div sion ato 1 70 ¢ ou} s—a light machine-gun group
and a 1 e onlp, with diferent combat missions—no
longer applies. The fire fight is now conducted through
the concerted effort of the entire squad.

If the situafion requires the opening of fire—in the
attack usually at the shorter ranges—the squad leader, as
a rule, employs initially only the machine gun, the fire of
which he personally direcis. In many cases (for example,
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if the target is small and the range short) it is preferable to
employ a good rifle marksman.

In order to obtain the most effective results, the rifle-
men will be employed early. This employment should be
effected at short ranges and when the riflemen have
sufficient cover so that they will not lie on the field of
battle merely as targets. When the squad s organized for
penetration, the riflemen are deployed in the front line in
preparation for the final assault upon:the defender.
Those parts of the squad which are not actually gaged in
the fire fight are held under cover.  Howeve  th  tactical
integrity of thi squad must bt retaised. Tl > o ning of
fire is normally  rde ‘d by he squad cader.

The < uip. oy nt of the ig t msa _hine gun in the fire
0y 1t empha: ses he  eavii st concentration of fire against
th: mo' 2 thre ter ng  nd most dangerous targets. Selec-
tiol of .0 target 18 decermined by the ecombat 1 1ssi n of
the unit. It is most important that the unit defeal hat
portion of the enemy, or take under fre those arg ts,
which may prevent the acoomvplis iment of the  omiat
mission. For effectir > di ribuuon »f fire. careful coordi-
nation with .djac nt' nit. and it the heavy infantry-
support g weajon 18 3se; il

When a quad s operoing under hostile fire, the
breadth ¢ ! aepth of its depioyed formation often render
control of the entire squad by one.person very difficult.
Therefore, the riflemen assist in the fire fight of the squad
by conducting their fire independently, unless the squad
leader concentrates the fire of his riflemen upon one
target.
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b. Fire Discipline

(1) Targets—The rifleman fires upon that portion of
the target designated to him, and in the case of very
broad targets he directs his fire at that position directly
opposite him, If the selection is left to the rifleman, he
himself fires upon the target which interferes most with
the accomplishment of the squad’s mussion. All the
riflemen must therefore know the combat mission and
must understand the squad leader’s plan or i 3 accom-
plishment.

The selection of the aiming peint is usuall - le. to the
rifleman. In 1 e case of sm i tar ets, the aim should
be at the bottor ; in ‘ne eu e 7 large ones. at he middle.
I! 2 tar.et 1 me7ing to on sile the rifleman must aim
abad of ol iove hic sichis with, the target, taking into
ace uni the + =ec of hovement and the velocity of the
buli ¢

Unless the command Fire AT WILL has been given, he
rifleman will not fire except at tarsets that suldeily
appear at close rang:. FEwaoi thig i1s not permiss ole f
the squad leader has ' rde :d the w hhold g of fire.

(2) ima wtion —o mnoanition supp!y plays an im-
portant role- liel ze, cve llader must supervise 1ts
expendit re (arefvii and poovide for 1ts replenishment.
All leadei. iaust know how much ammunition they have
at their disposal, and when and how they can supplement
it. Each light machine gun must hold back as long as
possible 200 to 250 rounds as a reserve.

(3) Range estimation.— Usually the estimate made by
the leader provides the basis for the initial sight-setting.
By the action of the enemy and by the impacts of the
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bullets, the leader and the men should try to determine
whether or not the range has been correctly estimated.
The fire is being aimed well when a part of the bullets are
observed in front of the target, and the majority fall be-
hind the target. If poor observation in the vicinity of the
target renders it difficult to determine the correctness of
the range, then a point in the vicinity of the target which
may be more clearly observed should be fired upon, and
the correet range determined.

¢. Employment of the Squad in Surprise Fire

(1) General: -Light machin’ -guwn iers and 'ifle. en can-
not conduct & re ,nt el a long period ¢ tinne. An
¢ Tort sYCur alv ays be ma e, heref re, vu that they may
g Intu pes’ on o nd fre v thout being discovered. Vie-
to v ¢t nes ti» 02 who fires the largest number of
we -ait.0l shots aga st his opponent in the shd test
time. i

After a fire action of brief duratior. or as soo  as ‘he
purpose of the fire 1 attained. the ight iiachine-  ann vs
and the riflemen tak co ‘r. 1 1 cessar: they nve to
anothe ' posigion, Tlese chany s » npisition must be
made ' nder 20ve; ¢ hei dise’ they will be worthless.
Fire paises houle be wiiliz d for improving the position.

If the errau: permits or he riflemen have dug in, the
opening of fire is always prepared under cover. Not
until then do the riflemen and light machine-gunners go
into position for fire by surprise. KEvery moment which
is not used to good advantage weakens the fighting power
of the unit,

The conduct of a surprise fire attack is divided into
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preparation and execution. The initial preparation in-
cludes all activities which may be conducted under cover
(for example, designation of targets, sight-setting, distribu-
tion of extra ammunition, fire distribution in so far as
necessary, etc.). The execution includes the occupation
of positions and actual firing.

The amount of ammunition to be used in rapid fire may
be ordered if it can be foreseen that the amount pre-
scribed is adequate to attain fire superiority or 1o accom-
plish the object of the firing,

When a light machine gun fires through = ga  in the
line, 1t should e located behiia vi2 center »f (e gap,
and the distanc frent the gu to the gap shoald L0 less
tian thewilish ¢ the gap (1 5. ). C erhead fire with the
1oz and liek mechii e gur is unuertaken only when the
we pon: are oca od o1 nigh ground immediately above
the ‘roc, = over which ' he firing is directed.

The employment of rifle fire must always be detern. =d
by the terrain and the situation. Tlsing riflei en in
surprise fire, the sq ad leader fror a ¢ vered p siticn
points out the target \» th riflei er. before the beg ning
of fire, and i1uicites he ‘ange na the {urget. At the
commuz, 1s rosTs, 1RE AT v1nr Jhe rilemen rush to the
firing poitio's (a oroima =ly even with the leaders),
thrust rif «e forward, push the safety to the “off”’ position,
and open fire immediately.

Easily recognizable targets may be pointed out under
cover. If it is not possible to designate the target while
the men are under cover, the leader first lets them occupy
their firing positions and then designates the target.
Fire may be opened by an arm signal, a command, or a
whistle.
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During pauses in the firing, every rifleman and machine-
gunner must inspect independently his weapon and am-
munition. By questioning the men, the squad leader
finds out the amount of ammmunition on hand. The
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Figure 8.- Rel¢ ve pi. ions of n chine-gunner and a line of riflemen

dual-purpose machine gun (MG 34)? is always prepared
to fire by having the bolt in the forward position and
the ammunition belt or magazine in the firing position.

? This is the standard German machine gun. It is used both as a light
and ag a heavy machine gun, depending on whether it i+ mounted on a bipod
or a tripod. For details, see TM 30-450, “Handbook on German Military
Forces,” paragraph 77, ’
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(2) Kxzamples—(a) To accomplish surprise fire, the
light machine gun is brought into position as follows:

Taking advantage of cover and concealment, the squad
leader points out the target to the machine-gunner (the
field glasses may be used), for example:

Direction: farm houses, pile of bright stones. One finger to
the right, an enemy machine gun.

The gunner shows that he understands, for example:

There appears to be smoke from the machinc zun  fire; (or)
The machine gun appears to be about 100 yards hehil | a bright
ereen bush. ' '

The squad le der gives the fange for exal ple, RANGE
700), and indicz es e loc ticnh of th gun po ition. He
n v prects e te sumbe ol rouids to be fired (for
ex mple; A0 0UN Hs).

"hil¢ these rdirsa 2 being given, the assistant (No. 1)
ofte - a1acd py the amuanition-carrier (No. 2), m.kes the
light machine gun ready under cover as close belilna  he
firing position as possible, sets the range. and loids 1 e
light machine gun.

At the command P¢ s, IRE A v LL the gunver Lrings
the ma hine gun ‘orw rd o the firs pisition, unlocks
the plec , and Cpe s 1 e

The a sistoat bois 1 puiting the gun into position;
then he Lo down, usually a few paces to the left or to
the left rear and under as good cover as possible, always
ready to assist the machine-gunner: for example, in re-
moving stoppages or in replacing him. Only when there
1s ample cover available will he remain beside the machine-
gunner to assist him. The ammunition-carrier lies to the
rear under cover. '
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If haste 18 ordered, or if it is necessary to open fire in
uncovered terrain in the face of enemy fire, then target
and range are ordered briefly and quickly: for example,
1. squap, 2. POSTS, 3. MACHINE GUN IN BUSHES, LEFT
OBLIQUE, RANGE 450, 4. FIRE AT WILL.

If fire is to be discontinued, CEASE FIRING and imme-
diately thereafter, as a rule, TAKE COVER are ordered.
Before the gunner leaves the position, he locks the gun.
If the gunner has fired the preseribed amount ¢ ammuni-
tion, he independently discontinues fire, locks ‘ne gun,
takes cover, and awaits further orders, _

{(b) Opening of fire with litat m chine gua a d rifles
successively be ins vith he ‘ollowl g comu and:

1. L1041 o ACt NE FUN, & POSTS 3. 400 YARDS TO OUR
F ONT A 7.0 D ORI TV, FINGERS RIGHT, A MACHINE
G N, TangE 00, 4, 'IRE AT WILL.

" Aduiilg the fire Lght it becomes necessal, t¢ use
riflelnen—for example, if to the right of the enemy a-
chine gun riflemen also appear—then the furth r con-
mand is given:

1. prvLEMEN. 2. 1 OS 'S, 3 H STILE RIFLEMLA  TO
THE B OUT OF Tr 0 M .CH NE GUN, JanaL 400, 4. FIRE
AT W LL.

The f llov ng o/« exeanpl s of the opening of fire by the
entire sq od: '

1. RIGHT OBLIQUE, AT THE WOOD, RIFLEMEN, 2. POSTS,
. 3. ENTIRE 8QUAD, RANGE 350, MACHINE GUN, 100 ROUNDS,
4. FIRE AT WILL; (or) 1. ENTIRE squaDp, 2. POSTS.
3. RANGE 400, ATTACKING ENEMY TO FRONT, 4. FIRE AT
WILL.

If haste is ordered, or if fire must be opened from posi-
tions offering no cover in the face of enemy fire, then
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target and range are usually left to the riflemen, and the
order becomes 1. POSTS, 2. FIRE AT WILL.

Fire 1s discontinued at the command 1. sQuap a4,
2. CEASE FIRING, and usually this is followed by the
command FuLL covEr. Before the rifleman leaves the
position for full cover, he must lock his rifle. If the
ammunition ordered for the surprise attack has been
fired, the riflemen stop fire of their own accord, lock their
rifles, and take cover.

The commands 8QUAD A, CEASE FIRING and Fu . COVER
are to be passed along by all the rifiemen. 11l t' 2 other
commands and orders are to !¢ pa ted alon win the
situation requirc :

¢. ‘in'. for Y qini 3 in the Fi : Figu!

) € nera’ —-For ti > mechanical drill of the squad, a
situ #ion Lhat conform. to reality in every part cula is
not required. It is sufficient, for example, to assume it
the squad 1s in a defensive position and arrange  as a
combat group.

Upor a prearrange. fla signa | ¢ veral argets in suc-
cession and 4y vai ous ran es me - a pear. If there is a
shortag of persiin el ¢ m e Uy which an enemy may
be repre ent 1, ar_ ta.get may be designated for the
purpose ¢ ‘ranung. The essential thing is that the squad
leader be trained to recognize the target ~quickly and
correctly, point it out distinctly and briefly, and give the
correct, fire order. If he is given several targets simul-
taneously, he should learn to recognize and combat the
one that is the most dangerous and most important for
the time being.





