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movement cartridge catch will automatically be disengaged, so that magazine spring can expand
to feed up first round

Pull back and release cocking handle,
Cessation of fire

On ceasing fire with a hot barrel, pull back cocking handle, secure it by means of its catch ani
make safe. The reason for doing this is that the gun stops with the breech closed on a live round and,
if the breech is not promptly opened again, the round in the chamber way ** cook off," i.e. be hirad
by transfer of heat from the barrel.
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PART V.—ITALIAN MEDIUM MACHINE GUNS

17. Introductory note

Certain
s ammur
The 7-7 mm
Mark VII ammunitiol

|
18. 65 mm. Medium M.G., Mod. 14 Fiat (Revelli). (Fig. 10

dritish -303 in

nting

Maximum (cyclic) rate of fire : 500 rounds per minute
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General particulars
Calibre : 7-7 mm, (-804 in.)
Weight : 27 1b,
d 44 in,
ic) rate of fire (firing British Mark VII ; mmu on) : 800 rounds per minute,
Sights : ight : 4y in. ball on pillar. Batksight: 14 in. ring with cross-wires on pillar,
System of operation: Rec coil, assisted by muzzle blast. Barrel and breech block are locked
together during ‘l.st ,';
d: D

Safety
Shift safety lever
Preparation for firin
Set safety lever t
rear, and then let it g

e to the

Partial stripping

dy group
buffer end cap

keeping its catch disengaged. Remove
@ nove back block upwards. ull back
1 cim plate from body. Remove inspection

it cover plate backws ni until }JJ’O]
and Lift m|t ;m..r pla Shift feed pawl slide t




]

W. Barrel group

Press in barrel casing catch in front end of body. Unscrew harrel casing clockwise and remove.
The barrel can only be removed after dismantling the locking and accelerator mechanism. This
necessitates the removal of the locking link cotter and the accelerator axis pin, and it is not, therefore,
an easy or rapid proceeding. -

To reassemble the gun, reverse the procedure for stripping. N

20, 8 mm, Medlum M.G., Mod. 35—Fiat (Revelll). (Fig. 12)
Mitraghatrice Fiat, Mod. 35

‘This M.G. is a
substituted for the 6
Some, though not al

The barrel and
which is pivoted in tM: by, i
locking wedge until it frees the breech block. The breech block is then forced to the rear by the
thrust of the spent c:

‘There is no automatic lubrication of cartridge or chamber,
General pardculars

Calibre : 8 mm. (-315 in.).

Weight of gun : 39 1b. 12 oz. .

Weight of mounting : 50 lb. (approx.)

Length overall : 48} in.

Maximum (cyclic) rate of fire . 600 rounds per minute.

Sights : Open " V ** leaf backsight graduated 200-2,400 metres; barleycorn foresight.

Mounting : Tripod.

rel and belt feed being
izine of the older model.

-
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Cooling : Air.
Feed : Non-disintegrating metal belt normally holding 50 rounds but can be assembled in
various lengths.

Safety

Adjust change lever ou rear cross-piece to vertical position marked SICURA for ** safe "
Provision for single shot and automatic fire

Shift change lever to left opposite LENTO for “ single shot " and to right opposite RAPIDO
for " automatic fire "
Provision for controlling rate of fire

Shift arrow-sl
vertical position for
Preparation for fi

Insert belt into
and control lever for #i ¥
on rear of breech block and d'||.r\\1n,._, it to go forw;

The firing lever is located between the traversing
Removal of belt

Depress quick release lever below feed block on right side aud pull cut belt,

r highest rate and to

shot " or ** automatic '

. iling back cocking handle
again,

andles on the rear cross-piece,

Partial stripping
i Barrel changing
After firing about 3(
should be changed as f
Press barrel catch inw
is clear of body extension, ar

M)- 400 rounds in bursts of about 10 rounds every 4-5 seconds the barrel

s and rotate barrel to leit. Then push barrel forward until breech
finally withdraw barrel upwards and to the rear.
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Insert new barrel, reversing above procedure.

il. To change breech block

Remove breech block as follows :—

Pull rear cross-piece fixing pin to left. Hinge down rear cross-piece. Remove inspection cover
from right side of body. Remove cotter from rear end of body above inspection plate. Disconnect
feed lever spring from feed lever cam plate. Disengage locking wedge connecting rod and spring
from seating. Breech block can now be removed by pulling back cocking handle.

Assemble new breech block to gun as follows : Insert breech block in barrel extension and push
it forward, while pressing down front hook of conmecting rod. Connect feed lever spring to feed
lever cam plate, Press lnckmg wedge connectmg rod and sprmg into watmg Replace inspection
cover. Position re : Set ] (O and press trigger.
Push firing pin ho :

Alternatively, br i iatilly /ing cotter, but locking
wedge must then be f SLTeWR ofen i i ew breech block.

lil. To change firi ]

Remove firing pin and spring as follows : Pull rear cross-piece fixing pin to left. Hinge down
rear cross-piece. Remove cotter. Pull breech block to rear until bent of firing pin has passed over
sear. Remove firing pin.

Assemble new firing pin and spring as follows : Set change lever to RAPIDO. Push firing pin
and spring into breech block, at same time pressing thumb-piece of firing lever. Replace cotter.
Replace rear cross-piece and fixing pin.

Holding-open device

A hand-operated holding-open device, either in the position shown or on top of the body, enables
the breech block to be retained in the rear position and facilitates clearing of sto g, etc. To
operate this device, pull back cocking handle and push forward thumb-piece of holding-open device.
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Cleaning and ofling

It is essential that the chamber and cartridges should be clean and well lubricated. The sanie
applies to a lesser extent to the mechanism of the gun.

The -0il should be freely applied and larger supplies of oil ate necessary than with most other
medium M.Gs.
Laying
The gun can be laid ** direct "' by means of the open sights, or * indirect " using the elevation
and traversing scales on the tripod mounting.

The traversing scale is graduated from 600-1,000 mils (34-56 degrees), the central position being
the 800 mil graduyag 45 degrees] and the elevatio: ale from 621 mils (35 degrees) depression

to 444 mils (25 deggies) el i For \& e mil iy angular measurement,
see Sec, 42,
Range table

A range table isl il A [}

21. 8 mm. Medium M.G., Mod. 37—Breda. (Fig. 13)
Mitragliatrice Breda, Mod. 37

This M.G. has a fixed barrel and is gas operated.

The breech is positively locked at the moment of firing, the breech block being forced up (without
tilting) by the action of inclined surfaces on the piston extension, so that a projection on its upper
surface engages in an opening in the top of the body.

The cartridges are fed from plate chargers holding 20 rounds, each round being housed in a
separate compartment. After firing, the empty cases, instead of being ejected, are replaced in the
compartments of the plate charger.






