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NOTICE

1. I, formcion Bu letins, which have replaced Tentative Lessons Bulletins,
have a dual purpose: (1) To provide all officers with reasonably confirmed
information from official and other reliable sources, and (2) to serve as mate-
rial for lectures to troops.

2. Nondivisional units are being supplied with copies on a basis similar to
the approved distribution for divisional commands, as follows:

Inf. Div. Cav. Div. Armd. Div.

Dy Fqie ooz 8 Div.Hq_mp ____ Div.Hq___________ 11
Ren. Troop_ - .- __ BQ o W .} 1wRen. Bn___________ 1
Sig. Co__-- Q. ¢ 1WSKE. TiRog__g__=__ 1 Engr. Booe. oo o oo 1
Engr. Bn_.___ ___ 1 Ren SS9 1 Med.Bn_____.______ 1
Med.Bn_____| _| L Enir. Sqo e 1 Maint. Bon_________ 1
OMBn. ___.________ 1 Med. Sq-cooooooo 1 Supply Bn___._____ 1
Hgq. Inf. Regt.,, 1lea. 3 QM Sq____________ 1 Div. Train Hq_.._ __ 1
Inf. Bn.,, lea ______ 9 Hgq. Cav.Brig.,,2ea. 4 Armd. Regt.,4ea___ 8
Hgq. Div. Arty______ 1 Cav. Regt.,4ea____ 16 FABn., 1 ea______._ 3
FABn.,lea_______ 4 Hgq. Div. Arty...___ 1 Inf. Regt._ ___._____ 4

— FABn,lea______._ 3 —

30 — 32

34

Distribution to air units is being muarde vy ‘he A 2 of Arm P Air Forces. An
additional distributiol _is Mciiz 1ac: to | ho arriored forces, tank destroyer
battalions, and antitay k units.

3. Each command thould.circulat: available copies among its officers.
Reproduction within the military service is permitted provided (1) the source
is stated, (2) the classification is not changed, and (3) the information is
safeguarded. Attention is invited to paragraph 10a, AR 380-5 which is
quoted in part as follows: ““A document . . . will be classified and .
marked restricted when information contained therein is for official use
.only, or when its disclosure should be . . . denied the general public.”

4. Suggestions for future bulletins are invited. Any cors Spondence
relating to Information Bulletins may be addressed directly to t e Dissemina-
tion Branch, Military Intelligence Service, ¥ar Deépar' men , Wasling ton, D. C.
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Tore vord

This bulletifi 11 ¢ tiazislation of a captured German training
manual on . 7.i€¢ German Armored Division, which was pub-
lished in December 1940. At that time the number of German
armored divisions was being increased and their organization
changed. Comments by German commanders in Libya as late as
October 1941 indicate, however, that the principles expressed in
this manual have proved satisfactory with littlelor no modification.

The charts that follow have been added td'tn: original German
manuscript. They have been.comfiled from G 2 sources.



TARLE OF CCNTENTS

Paragraphs
Chap e I. Claricteristics alnd’organization. ______.______ 1-5
Chapt'r 20 Rc = ¢f tie armored division__________________ 6-12
Chapte 3. Employment of the armored division. .. _______ 13-23
Chapter 4. Components of the armored division____._______ 24-55
Section: L. Tank brigade . - povmas o sopeeecwassmas 24-31
II. Motorized infantry brigade_ __________._____ 32-37
ITI. Artillery regiment_ ________ ______._________ 38-40
IV. Antitank battalion_______________.____.____ 41-44
V. Armored engineer battalion. % _{._________ 45-48
VI. Armored signal battalion_____¢__ _________ 49-52
) VII. Light antiaircraft batCallon___ 1 .1 ________ 53-55
Chapter 5. ReconnaissarcelC__ .1 ___ LT ___ 5674
Section I Gefera . | .. ___[ . 56—57
ILRirg®CRnJsswe®_______________________ 58—-64
III. (Molnnized reccanaissance battalion_________ 65-68
IV. Unit combat reconnaissance. ._____________ 69-71
V. Cooperation between air and ground recon-
DAL SSAMICEL, s s s s o o, s 72-74
Chapter 6. Movement 75-98
Section I. General 75—-84
II. March organization_________________o__4__ 85-91
III1. Securityonthemove_______________g S& 92-98
Chapter 7. Deployment_. _______________._gm CeeoZl--- 99-102
Chapter 8. Attack____________1 _; ol oo oL 1 103-143
Section I. General . __ 2" L L ___0 . 4 _____ 103-107
I1. Conduct of the'otteck ot _____ 108-126
II1. Attack fiom anfassemb'y position_ _________ 127-143
Chapter 9. Pursuit_ __ . 144-149
Chapter 10. Defense._ - _ e 150
Chapter 11. Withdrawal from action_____________________ 151-154
Chapter 12. Special conditions__________________________ 155-165
Section I. Attack against a permanently fortified posi-
{5 o) ¢ ISR 155-156
II. Attack acrossariver_._______________....._ 157-'59
III. Fighting in built-up areas_____________ R 160
IV. Fighting in woods and mcantains, _ £ ___ __ 151
V. Fighting in smqke andfog’ | . ___/ _¢l62-165
Chapter 13. Rest____..._...®¢ N __A W W _J§ =& 166-168
Chapter 14. Services___.____. _(__ ' . ___________ 169-183

Page

19
20
20
22
24
26
27
27
28
33
37
38
39
40

40
41
42
42
43
44
45



GERMAN TANKS

MARK I TANK

Length: 12 ft. 6 in.
Width: §'ft.

*‘ Height: 5t. § in. A
— 1 TANRK HUNTER
47-mm antitank gun
mounted in chassis
; of Mark I tank A
— ——5 MARK II TANX
=@ Length: 15 ft. 4 i, ,
—_ Widwh: 7 £t.2 in.
Heighit: S5 in,
__dv [
== L)
ASSAULT GUN
] 75-mm gun mounted in
=S chassis of Mark III
1
= [ MARI 1'T TANK
T Lefigth: 10 ft. 8 in.
) Width: 9 ft. 9 in.
& Height: 7 ft. 9 in. !

3 MARK IV TANK

'a Length 19 f{ 2 ip

Wilith: Siin.

I Heu_ht g1t 70 n.

Drasvry by Joseoh R. Mogan-Drafting Section- I-G. G-2 WD. 0F20-42(d)
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THE GERMAN ARMORED DIVISION

Chapteryl
CHARA(TERISTICS ANIL CRGANIZATION

1. The arpiGi=a d widion is intended for strategic roles. It
combines| great’ tire pewer with high mobility, and its armor and
speed restrict the effectiveness of enemy weapons.

2. Its strength lies in attack. It is especially suited for surprise
appearances on the battlefield, rapid concentration of considerable
fighting power, obtaining quick decisions by break-throughs, deep
penetrations on wide fronts, and the destruction of the enemy.
The attack of the armored division has & Scrious effect on the
enemy’s morale.

3. The nature of the 1=riain s\ a decisive factor for successful
employment of“ine'armiorcd ivision.  Full use of its speed can be
insured by choice ol e04d roads with bridges of adequate capacity,
and by their being kept clear of other troops. Speed across
country depends upon weather, formation of the ground, nature
of the soil, and density of vegetation. It is slower than on roads.
The full striking power of the armored division can best be devel-
oped in attack over rolling country with few features. Marshy,
wooded, and rough country allows movement off ther. Gad only for
short stretches, with reduced. mobility It ma: ‘xclude the
employment of tanks.

4. The components« { g1 ai mcrel dirisionl are so proportioned
that the detachment oi irfdivilual inits, especially of tanks, or
their attachment to othei units, restricts the fitness of the division
for employment in strategic roles.

5. The main striking force of the division lies in its tank brigade.
Its offensive infantry element is the motorized infantry brigade.
In addition the armored division comprises motorized recon-
naissance elements, motorized artillery, antitank units, "arinored
signal units, antiaircraft machine-gun troops, and supjly and
maintenance services. In active campa gns@aiiol servation squad-
ron (serves also for artillery oliservation) end | iight antiaircraft
battalion are attached to the division

465689°—42— 2 1



Chaptir 2
POLEOF TiIk ARMORED DIVISION

6. The armored 'division normally fights in the framework of
the armored corps, but is also suited to carry out independent
operations, in which case reinforcement with motorized infantry
and artillery is usually necessary.

7. Its supreme role is to obtain decision in battle. Within the
framework of the armored corps it cam carry out the following
tasks:

a. Break through @n enemy protective creen to make early
contact withithe emem 7’s main forc ;

b. Obtain carlys{os es inil of topographical features and sec-
tors of decisiv: itanotriance for further fighting;

c. Gain surprise in an attack on the advancing enemy to frus-
trate his plans and take the initiative from him;

d. Attack an enemy incompletely prepared for defense;

e. Attack on a narrow front against a prepared enemy;

f. Restore momentum to an attack which has come to a stand-
still;

8. Break through on a wide front agsindt a de noralized enemy;

h. Exploit success and_corn pl te the des rusticn of the enemy
by deep penetration or/dant stticks

i. Pursue a defeatcd (nesiy;

j- Carry out strategic envelopment;

k. Attack to destroy enemy tank units;

1. Cooperate with parachute and air-borne troops.

8. The armored division acting independently can carry out
the following strategic tasks:

a. Reconnaissance in force in cooperation with strateg ¢ aerial
reconnaissance;

b. Early occupation of sectors imporidnt fo fur her operdtions,
of politically and economic! Hyfimior art lo ailtics, and of indus-
trial installations;





