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FOREWORD

1. Purpose.—The purpose of this handbook, which is a revi-
sion of TM 30450 (17 December 1941), 1s to give both officers
and enlisted men of the U. S. Army a 13} erstanding of
their principal enemy in Europe. In order 1t the Germans
successtully, it is vital for th S. so]dle ow at least in
broad outli1 o units o he @Werman Armed
Forces are t nized, M we something
me{®d of close cooperation

Pions.—No attempt has been made to give

co1 1ls any of the subjects discus*l igg the hand-
k. Further information on the individual afms ranches
of the German Army is available in the numerdlis S{cial pub-

lications which ) it . are in Whe Wourse of

preparation by th :
1* s, locations,
1th in the Order of

that the U. S. snldwr
German ml]]t.ny :,Jelu

eration b t‘t
Force b part of a single
and close

here there is an English equiva-
bre the translation of German

3. Lan
lent for
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3-4 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

words gives to the reader a clear picture of their meaning, both the
English and the German terms are often given. However, in the
case of German ranks that have no exact equivalent in the U. S.
Army. no translation is given, since it *would actually be more
misleading than helpful.

4, Revisions.—All errors or suggested changes and additions

to this handbook should be reported to the Dissemingtion Unit,
Military Intelligence Division, War Depm-tment,.‘\'a{n 25,

100
2P0 ‘\’.‘ '
a\‘)O .\".
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SecrioN 1
ORGANIZATION AND STRENGTH OF UNITS

Paragraph

General principles of organization. . __ - 5}
G 1 o ] o S o e o S e A LTt = 6
Organization of higher units. 7
GHQ tmulﬂ (Heerestruppen } -

iples of organization.—a. Flg
yvears since W933 has the organization nﬂhu erman in-

antry division remained the same. At any giver ide dif-
ferences have existed between supp '.'lly snml s of or-

rrani'mtion. and i
1ans be

elr‘ne

ke prompt ad\-'antalge of technical
ssons learned in combat.
Gewml.—The trumpositi‘ of

10\\'5' Qtdlld ud t)pes 0
training,
larger o
fantry
light mac
light mort!
organizatic > tactical employment of which is based on fire

rted by a 1‘1ﬂe team) and a
hbat unit is the foundation of all
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5 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

and maneuver. It is found in the regular infantry in all types of
divisiong, in the motorcyele company, and in the engineer com-
pany. Similarly, all signal units, whether belonging to the signal
troops or attached integrally to larger infantry or artillery units,
are composed of a combination of one or more basic radio and tele-
phone groups, the equipment, organization, and training of which
ave identical. The same principle is applied in the organization
of all field and combat trains. The 7'ross, or traih off@ach com-
pany, troop, or battery of the Army is identically
only such minor differences as are negassitated by

transportation inv nposed e Fin-
heit gluupw——tlw train, )l o=

io- Moss, or bagg: age

on the standard light column (a
5, 30, or 60 tons’ capacity), whex
sare initially mdte up for issue and n(tmpu‘lttr
multiples of 30-ton lots. This Ainkeif principle has impo
vantages. Through its a 1plu.|t]0n supplygmmd veplace
equipment are greatly sifpli i
ployment gf lhl%l( units o
ardized a s l‘addition,
the prin arger organiza-
tions can ; wWrons of these standard basic
units.

(2) Tact:N@Bself-sufficienc combat units—Each combat
unit in the German Army, from the basic infantry ]11.1‘[0011 to t
complete division, is so mgamzed armed, and eg 1 as to
able to accomplish its mission 1
unit is providedgorganically wi
it 1s expected to! i
reference to otl
organic armamen

s can be Wan

Jons are provided as
v that mission, Thus
the basic infantry smallest tactical unit in
the German Army ®s light machine guns and a light mortar as

RESTRICTED 4




ORGANIZATION AND STRENGTH O0F UXNITS b

its organic_support weapons. In accordance with the Einkcit
principle. the basic unit of all other branches is similarly armed
and organized with a view to its self-suflicient employment. The
same principle is applied in the organization and armament of
the infantry battalion, regiment, and division, and of all other
units.

(3) Administrative self-sufficiency of combatyunits—With re-
spect to personnel and transportation, ead
sible for administration is so or wamaed as
the next higher unit. rlhe T istrative
Army arve

mdependent of
f the German
All other

ese thre@or nnistration

o inistrative nmt, .md each is
1 sufficient transportation for this task.
ranization, together with ﬂii faamation of

™ ) as many light columns as%her battal-
ions in the division, is largely responsible for the W flexibil-
ity o’r German tavru,al umta Witl administitivelindepen-
jnber of ons can

t]](‘il‘

»altered quickly t8 suit the- t-acllc.l[ ]ll‘t?{]:: 01 tht
(4) March-combat growp—Each division or similar 1
German Army is organized so that it can 1 en up in

more self-suflicient tean " g bs,  Thd
combat group of the in imtry 1
reinfore : \ ith*osuhly an
antitanl Wy g ol | tached.

with whi FrOUPs can be shifted to 101111
Iarger com he administrative organization

5 RESTRICTED




G-7 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

6. Arms.—Every unit in the German Army is classified under
one or another of the following arms ( Waffengattungen) :

a. Infantry. 4. Army antiaircraft units.

b. Cavalry. k. Medical units.

¢. Panzer troops. . Veterinary units.

d. Artillery. . Military police units.

e. Chemical warfare troops. n. Local defense unigs.

/. Engineers. 0. Constructio®uni

g. Railway engineers. . Administrati

h. Signal troops. q goagancla ooy

7. Transport trc vehicle 00PS.
7 i Tision: ari-

hsioW®,  The dl\v:mn
. and is the largest unit
on. The following types of {Ii—
the first five figure unpu ant

(1) Infantry division.

(2) Motorized division,

(3) Panzer (armored)\@ivisi

(4) Mo, Iltdlll dl\[h.i(m.

(5) Li - ;

(6) C y \\lu now qutﬁ) (see

(11) l\Inblllm'
ment to field or

]
T has a signal battalion

and various servi ssigned to it, but the al-
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ORGANIZATION AND STRENGTH OF UNITS -8

lotment of divisions is flexible, varying according to the situation.
The following types of corps exist:

(1) Infantry corps (for controlling a group of divisions in
which infantry divisions predominate).

(2) Panzer corps (for controlling a group of divisions in which
Panzer divisions usually predominate).

(3) Mountain corps (for controlling ‘l groyp of divisions in
which mountain divisions predominate).

(4) Corps command (for mntlollmg a
ritory in which certain defensige units are 'at
be brough@up to nopmal c ength afll s
an infantr) :

-~

1 occupied ter-
but which may
into action as

1 Wardlp of reserve divi-

ore corps may be grouped for tactical and
oses to fm m an army. E.u,h argy staff has

assigned to it, but the allntmunt of c.m'ps is ﬂt-m])l
ing to the situation. The followingdggpes of arn
(1) Ordinary i

(2) Panzer ar

 of operations or an impin‘tal
rmy group has a signal re®

a large staff to deal with the many operational and adn
matters in its territory. including the rear g

cominan ms, in addition to the tempo-
rary a t ¥ groups, corps to armies, and
divisions s. these higher units receive reinforcements from

7 RESTRICTED
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8 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

the GHQ pool.  This pool consists of all artillery, Panzer troops,
engineer units, swndl units, chemical warfare battalions, and mis-
cellaneous units which ale not assigned to divisions or are not
otherwise permanently allotted. In addition, units of the Ger- .
man Air Force, including antiaireraft units and army cooperation
units as well as regular bomber and fighter formations, are al-
lotted to the higher commands of the Army accordlll to need.
b. Typical allotment to an army.—The To]lm\ 1_typical

allotment of GHQ troops to an army as Ob‘-sC] ved P German
document published during the Frencl g \

(1) Awtillery.
One artillery

o i
(2) SOPTS
Jne engineer regimental headquarters,
Two engineer battalions.
One commander o strughian ur .
Fouy bridge-buildi B

(3)

(4)

irters troops.

One mfanuy company.
One infantry antitank platoon.
One armored car compan}
c. Typical allofment to corps¥&'T 1r_"1 al-
lotment of GH $ \ Gel an
document menti
(1) Awtillery.
Two artille

Two artiller glmental homlqualtel S.
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ORGANTIZATION AND BSTRENGTH OF UNITS 8

(1) Artillery—Continued.

Two medium artillery battalions (105-mm guns).

Four niedium artillery battalions (150-mm gun-howitzers).
. Two heavy artillery battalions (210-mm howitzers).

Two heavy artillery batteries (210-mm howitzers).

One heavy artillery battalion (240-mm howitzers).

One heavy artillery battalion (300-mm hgwitzers).

Four heavy artillery batteries (3 10O Wowitzers).

Two artillery observation battalions

Engineers.

ne chemica™varfare battalion.

9 RESTRICTED
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(=4

| INFANTRY DIVISION I

1
| 1 1 1 | 1 | 1
Division Reconnaissance Artillery angi Antitank Signal
Headquarters Battalion letantry Regiment ‘a.tt attalion Battalion Berylee
|
| 1 I !
Telephone Radio Light
Regiment Company Company Column
| 1
Observation Medinm
Battalion * Battalion

1

Battalion
Headquarters

Survey
Platoon

! The observation battalio

_ Battery
Combat Train

Echelon

1st Ammunition

<ehelon

2d Ammunition
Ech.

Battery

Battery

Battery

Ammunition
Column

Figure 2.—Organization of the infantry division.
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ORGANIZATION AND STRENGTH OF UNITS 9-10

9. Infantry division (Infanterie-Division).—The infantry
division of the normal type consists of a headquarters, a recon-
naissance battalion, three infantry regiments, an artillery regi-
ment, an engineer battalion. an antitank battalion, a signal bat-
talion, and services. (See fig. 2.) Its approximate strength in
personnel and transport is shown in figure 3: in armament, in
figure 4. (See sec. V, Infantry. p. 51, for 1 details.)

H-Dr

Units - | vehicles | Horses
1rivision headesy 2
Reconnaissance g 213
Three infantry 42 1,923
Artillery regimen 226 2,211
ngingaasttalio 2

19 52

52
21%
16,977 I 4,680
e 3.—Composition of the infantry divisinl‘
Weapons | Ren Bn | 3Int Arty | e TOTAL

Roegts Rogt

Machine pistols (exeludi
armored cars)
Machine guns, ligh

T

150-mm gun-howitzers. .. S| (RS-
105-mm guns R S ‘ ______ a

1 Includes two in Div HQ and for

througho

stead of t e artillery r&iment accordingly containg only
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10 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

two instead of three battalions of 105-mm guns. and two batteries
of 150-mm howitzers. Each motorized infantry division also in-
cludes a motoreyele battalion, and there has been a tendency to
add a Panzer component consisting of at least one battalion. The
approximate strength of this division in personnel and transport
is shown in figure 5: in armament, in figure 6. (See sec. V. In-
fantry, p. 51, for further details.)

1
1Pz,

Hv
Armad-| 1.
C

Division headquarters.._.._ .
Panzerdattalion ... i —l

Antitank i : 30! S P
Mbotorized 2 I
Services T

TO'I‘.-\L...‘.......,,....I‘l-i.'Sl-!?_ 1.453_! 2, 561 ISl SJ

Figure 5.—Com

Machine guns, ligh
Machine guns, hea
Antitank rifles.____ 3
20-mm tank guns. . > ____
50-mm tank guns________
75mm tank guns______
37-mm antitank guns_ .
s0-mm antitank guns____
Si-mm mortars. ... :
8l-mm mortars. . ... .-
75 mm infantry howitzers

150-mm infantry howitzer

105-mm guns__. = 1
150-mm gun-ho
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ORGANIZATION AND STRENGTH OF UNITS 11-13

The several types
of Panzer divisions that exist are alike in all respects except for
the organization of the tank component. In the more recently
OIgamzod Panzer divisions the reconnaissance battalion has been
discarded and its functions have been taken over by the motorcycle
battalion, which has been removed from the motorized infantry
brigade. An armored ear company has been added to the motor-
cycle battalion, and certain other adiuqi‘nﬂlts been made to
the organization of the motorcycle battal nake it suitable
for ch\ isional reconnaissang ; 7.)  The ap-
el and trans-
See see. 1X,

t, a moun-
in signal
personnel

battalion, and services. Its approximate strend
and transport is_ghown in figure
(See sec. V In‘m

( leichte Af?ur'fcwl)-z'?ﬂisio-nfm
unique in their composition. Of the remainder, th

contain two infantry regiments, an artillg
motorized), a reconnail

enginee antltanl'
sonnel,
that of L

1. and
strgmoet!Bn per-

1 (see par. 10).
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T

| PANEZER DIVISION '

l

]

Headguarters

Division

Motoreyele

Tank

Battalion Regiment

Siznal
Battalion pie

Headqguarters

Motoreyele
Rifle Company

Motorized
Infantry
I

Battalion

|

Tank
Battalion

Motoreycle
Rifle Company

Headquarters

Motoreyele
Rifle Company

IMeavy Weapons
Company

Armored Car
Company

FAN

bservation

Light
Battalion

Artillery Iingineer PR
Reginwent Hlll‘L—t:lIf(}n HRCVIces
Headquarters —




ORGANIZATION AND STRENGTH OF UNITS 13
: Other | Lt Hv
- O and Pz.Kw.| Pz. Kw. Pz. Kw
Units ’ Mitrel | Mtr | Armd- | Armd- o
EM vehioley ] C II I1I IV
Division headquarte:: 185 a9
Fanzer reginient 2,416 170
Motoreyele battalion | 1,153 236
Motorized infantry hngad? 4. 409 314
Panger artillery regiment 2,102 132
Panzer engineer battalion = a70 101
Antitank battalion . | 552 4“
Panzer signal battalin | 420 27
Serviees. gt i _.] 2,157 120
TOTAT s 140378 |

Figure §.—Comyp

i1} antimnk guns
50-mm tank guns.

S0-min antitank guns
Al-tnm mortars E— 6 |
75-mm infantry howi itzers
150-mm infantry howitzerd
105-mm gun-howitzers.
105-mm guns :
m gun-howitzers

Panzer

TOTAL

division.

O and
FM Mtrel

Other
Mir ve-
hicles |
|

Division headquarters______________
Bieyele battalion- - - - _-o_.__.___
Two mountain infantry re

Mountain
Antitank

191

V131 | 447 |_§58_ _

15

Figure 10.—Composition of the mountain division.

56
117 | 439
714 | 3, 506
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| | 1

) pg | 2Min | Min | win | gp | Mtn |
Weapons | B Inf Arty Engr Bn S8ig |TOTAL
2 Regts | Regt | Bn | Bn

Machine guns, light_____
AMachine guns, heavy ___
Antitank viflede o ounntoanoe
20-mm AA/AT guns_ _ .
37-mm antitank guns___
50-mm antitank guns___
H0-mm
81-mm
75-mm }
105-mm gn n-how 1l /t“f“:

AD,

(8) j 21 v of High Con®and in war— ] ‘ i
Organization of subordinate commands__—
Regional orvganization (Wehrkreise) -

14. Organization o

b. Supre é is the Supreme (“‘cmmmnd(‘of
the Armed Forces, and both theoretically and p uulu ally exercy
this command in person. Under him, the High
Armed Forces (Qberkommand@der V ach
Marshal Wilhelm Iu-lte]
tion, coordina
and war. Ea

command (Arn

nand of

is ré

s inWPeace
s own high
igh Command, Air

1 For the ranks in

ee figures 13 (facing p. 32), 14
(p. 25), and 15 (p. 36

e also plates VII and VIII, following page 50.
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ADMINISTRATION, COMMAND, AND STATTF 14

Force High Command), which is responsible for carrying out in
its own sphere with its own General Staff the directives of the High
Command of the Armed Forces. (See fig. 12.)

Supreme Commander
Hitler

Arm{ « Forces High Coummu!

Keitel

ir Foree High Command
CGroring

Air Foree General Staff

of thc Su prenie
ing and xlb“l‘-itlll o

e t-]n-e‘e br anchcb. h.u ing

- its decisions. Operations in any

d by the local task-force ¢

Tives from Hitler’s heat'lqnm'ﬂ
d. Formation of task forces.—When any given operat

templated, the followin pm{,etlme is adg
(1) Hitler, after tho '

ton Staff and issues a general

‘ommand calls a meeting of the
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14 HANDBOOK ON GEEMAN MILITARY FORCES

Commanders-in-Chief of the Army, Navy, and Air Force, at
which the problem as a whole is discussed and a commander is
nominated for the operation in question,

(4) After renewed consultation with the Chief of the High
Command, Hitler appoints the commander for the operation. who
may come from the Army. the Navy, or the Air Force.

(5) When the commander is appointed, he }icm s a direct
subordinate of the Chief of the High Command.

(6) The Chief of the High Command issues a

tive to the commaygler.
1 staff.
yperation.

rements.
e operation submits his p]
requiretients to the Chief of the High Command for hlq ap
Generally the commander gets all that he requests, even Wclu
the specific units of his ¢aoice.
(10) The selected uni
@1):
rective f
a specified
pares deta
(12) Hi
and time for the operation.
(13) The commander of the operation confers with all subo

nate leaders and goes over theglletailed plans o mits pr
719 g nmand of

to the betrmnmg of the oper ati
efeizleﬁnber des Hee*res].

ut having the status of a

g di-
1t :llly tr amed for
7 the commander’s staff pre-

the Almy (0bH!
mander-in-Chie
He is the actual
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ADMINISTRATION, COMMAND, AND STALY 14

cabinet member. He supervises the organization and training of
the Army in time of peace and is field commander in time of war.
This command includes both the exercise of field command and
the administrative duties at home. This function for the present
has been assumed by Hitler. The High Command of the Army
(Oberkommando des Heeres) is organized into eight main sec-
tions, as follows:

[1] Ll()’yufruaf’s Oﬁr((’ (Arfyuf(mfu?" ~'1‘e 0 acts as a cen-
il It is in no
< Department.
e_has full ap-

aeneral Staff Cm'ps ofﬁcers are appoint-ed
b Chief of the General Stnlﬁ 1erwise, all
tters regarding initial commissions, promotic _
retirements of ofﬁtma are luuulled by the PerfimeWOflice ex-
clusively. Its po - shielf m inter-
ference. This offl i

taff of

berquartiermeister [ —Qperations.

Abteilung 1.—Operations.
A ?afp?a’miq 5 Tlxll]‘-;p{alt O
1
JaIL L ) 11

Iinn:ti Planning.
mg.
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14 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

Oberquarticrmeister 111 —Organization.
Abteilung 2.—Organization.
Abteilung 8—Technical Services.

Oberquartiermeister 1V —Intelligence.
Abteilung 3—Eastern Section.
Abteilung 12—~Western Section.

Oberquartiermeister V.—Historieal.

Abteilung 7—Historical. |
(4) General Army Office (Allgemeines Heeresagat 8
fice performs numerous important fugetions incluing
the Inspectorates the vadious s orgal i
follows:
my‘ub 1cations Ad-

the Army.
and Organization Section.
spectorate. ‘

V.—Inspectorate of Infantry.

VI.—Inspectorate of Cavalry an ‘se~dmw1\1"
L : s

nspectorate of Signal Troops.
X71.—Inspectorate of Transport Troops.

X171.—Inspectorate of Chemical Warfar
X1V .—Inspectorate of Whilwavgimsine

= 1vided into
the following ei¢’

Section,
ngineer’s Office,
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ADMINISTRATION, COMMAND, AND STAFF 14-15

111, —Periodicals Section.
/1" Regulations Section.
V.—Research Section.
Vi.—Development and Testing Group (with twelve sub-
sections which deal with the weapons for the
various arms).
VII—Industrial Mobilization Group.
VIII.—Acceptance Section. |
(6) Administration Office (Heere@—T’,
office is divided into the folloviagtour secti

wgsami) —This

and Finance.

tiol rmy Bm]dmgs

Wile Troops (Chef der Sr:’nw??e?? Trup-
writy was created in 193 was given
*rvision over the following tfoo

Panzer.
Cavalry.
Motorized Weonnaise .
Motoreyele.
'I‘ ps is believed to
C BT Y : llw ithority conferred on the

whzer Arm (General Inspekteur fiir
ippointed early in 1943 anim : Te-

training suj

spons wrectly to Hitler.
(8) Inspectorate of Cadet Schools ([?is;}(’ﬁ tion dogl K
sehulen) —This divisioy, of tlw Al]]]V Commar
minor importance. Its vhat a
for West i u ‘gare *ated
in the -
15. - te commands.—a. Gen-
eral—In I b 1s no chief of staff in the divi-
sion. The Wuti aff and the chief of operations
are perform®®by a General Staff Corps officer known as /¢ (Op-
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15 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

erations). All higher headquarters above the division have a chief
of staff as in the U. S. Army.

b. Staff organization—The staffs of armies, corps, and divi-
siong are all organized in the same way and consist of the fol-
lowing sections:

(1) Section I (Genervalstab).—(a) This section is staffed ex-
clusively by General Staff Corps officers and isisuz divided
into four parts, as follows:

Za. Operations.
Ih. Supply and Administraty
Ie. Intellig 3
[d. Trainin
s n t cohcern itself with

an g : ' ‘rman staffs the primacy of the
opelflti A 1 stioned.  In corps and armies, when
the &

Al is absdl, the operations officer R# i
capac In divisions the operations officer normally
staff. as there is no separate chief of staff.

(2) Section II (Adjatantur) —This is heac bW :
i W 1tine mders
T 1€ le‘gal branch

mten).

(4) Nee
of all the vila" ces, such afupply, medical, and veteringgy.
(5) Section V (Wehrmachtsseelsorgedienst, comprising Heergs-
geistliche) —Chaplains’ service.

¢. Formation of staffs—Foxgorganization of 10 sectiofiks
) es A an®

of a staff are divided into tl
(1) Tacticalfroup Jeiggrin
[e of section I
(2) Supply .
b of section T o ( v he whole of section 1V of
b(4), above.
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ADMINISTRATION, COMMAND, AND STAFF 15

(3) Personnel, ete., group (Adjutantur) —Comprises sections
11, II1, and V of 5(2), (3) and (5), respectively, above. The
postal section, pay section, divisional services, and divisional
headquarters troops are attached to this section.

d. Attached officers—The following officers are attached to
the various staffs:

(1) Army.—(a) With the h[‘.‘t(](}ll‘l]tf‘l nf
senior officer of each of the following :111
engineers, antitank, and signal twops
(b) The% officers .1ct as teg advisel@ to
i 11 matt@@s r
Ha 7e

ach army is a
gy, a1t11181y,

1€ army conm-

staff of
s within
tactical
: and

b) These officers come directly under the (&ef
the corps. They command the units of their ov
the corps and ar
tmmmg

Fiih N, ¢ - Wllery in a division and acts as artillery
advis@h L 18 ander,

(b) The following officers are believed to be attache e
following groups of the division staff:

(1) Tactical group.
Division artillery

f the division motorized trans-

548832° 43— —3 23 RESTRICTED




15-16 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

(2) Supply group.
Commander of the light columns and the division train.
Division provost marshal. .
Division postal service commander.
Engineer officer
Signal officer
16. Regional organization ( Wehrkreiseh—a
Germany is divided into a number of military
kreise). Before the present war each of these Fhs @mmanded
by a senior officer who also comn the cofs D@ring the
same number as We We/ adgaels.

(for questions of supply matériel).

General —

cadguarters of
Wekrkreiz and of Peacetime garrison divigions

corps
Kimigsherg 1st, 11th, Al 2
1st ('.'a.\'a?‘\' B
I7____ __ Pomerania and Meck- @ Stettin = 2d, 12th, an\g@R2 ¥
lenburg.
Ifl__._. Brandenburg_.______ Berlin_____ and 23c

g nzer and

T o Saxony 1a.n((l1 Nort 4th, and \@th.
detenland.
Ve g -'3I|i,‘1l'| 35th.
ViI... Y 16th, and 26th, and
1=t Light.
VII.._ Tth and 27th, and 1st
Mountain.
{7 & . 8th, 18th, and ‘38tl‘md
i nd. oth Panzer,
X _. Hesse and Thuringia__ | Kassel___ 9th,15th,and 29th, angh2d
| _ Light and 1st Pai\@r.
= SR Schleswig-Holstein | Hamburg_____ 0 cand 22d.
and North Sea coast- |
al area. |
XJ_____| Hannoverand Prussian 1d 31st.
Saxqlv
ANIT___ Middl 1l 36th.

].bl]l

1, and 46th,

) Su(icl and 4th Panzer.
XVII__.| Upper a 44th and 45th, and 2d
tria. Panzer and 4th Light.

XVIII.. Tyrol, C
Styria.

Salzburg®® ___| 2d and 3d Mountain.
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ADMINISTRATION, COMMAND, AND STAFF 16-17

(2) After.the Polish campaign, Wekrkreise XX (Danzig) and
X X7 (Posen) were formed in the conquered territory.

(3) Alsace has been incorporated into Wehrkreis V'3 Lorraine
and Luxemburg, into Wehrkreis X1I; Eupen-Malmedy, into
Wehrkreis VI; portions of northern Yugoslavia, into Wekrkreis
XVIII:and the Bialystok district, into Wehrkreis 1.

(4) The missing numbers in the above series gere assigned to
four special corps staffs for the tactical sup®vis f the peace-

, 20th, and 29th Motorized.
1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th Light.
1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th Panzer.

Rl?p]elct.‘m(ﬂlt tlalllmg system
Professional ecadre____

‘ment and mobilization prior
[he present war were organized
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and carried out in such a manner as to give Germany the best
possible us2 of her manpower., Despite the years between 1918
and 1935, when Germany was forbidden by the peace treaties to
have universal military training, the 4 yvears that followed were
sufficient to provide enough trained soldiers to carry the Polish
campaign to a victorious conclusion. The Nazi government also
completed preparations to assure that there would La no repeti-
tion in 1939 of the German experience of 1914%wh 1e hasty
and ill—pl:umed mobilization of hundreds of tWhusMds of re-
serves in a short period of tll]l(‘ . Germafind@stry and
agriculture into 4 § ! which

regovered during

('l&])ll}f—i(ll"\' military

s Xis ; y than a century prior to
Wi ' ressly forbidden under the terms
of t 1919, but when Hitler cang

the trzunlng nf a l(nge army. The b‘m(. I(n\ gove
present system of militgy on 21
This law was far more

were not
in deferré llmdnced in ]f)%» made §fpry”
German ma av'ul ible for military service. In the event of g

the entire nation was placed at the disposal of the High
mand, which decides the nuu
colors, Thus the new law pr

bilization of &

Forces in war
> age of 18 1

called out at an}
19. Period
for all male Gen

d ends when they become
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RECRUITMENT AND MOBILIZATION 19-21

45. This applies, however, only fo peacetime service, as in war-
time the age limit may be extended by decree. When conscrip-
tion was reintroduced, the period of active service was fixed at
1 year, but in 1936 this was extended to 2 years. DBefore the war,
active military service usually began at the age of 20. The first
registration (Musterung), however, took place when a young Ger-
man became 18.  This was accompanied by‘ prdiminary mediecal
examination, classification according to his plyml fitness, and

tration is car-
hozirke) with

for deferment. Army offigialg@handle re-
uiting for the Navy and Air Force as well as for the y itself.
his call
cllung).
gavily

L

Reserve [—fully trained. under 35.
Reserve [—partially trained, undeg
1der 35.

il,aul 35.

45.
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22. Wartime modifications of draft procedure.—Draft of
men for the German Armed Forces has been greatly accelerated
since the outbreak of the war, though in its broad outlines it has
remained the same.  Mwsterung and Awshebung have now become
one process, while the induction age has been lowered from 20
to 18, and older classes have been called up.  Members of the
Ersatzreserve IT and Landwehr IT are subject togall, and occupa-
tional and other deferments ave strictly limited? adermore,
a continual “combing-out™ process is carried on ¢ men of
military age from industry and agr o and refkice Wem with

foreign laborers,
et ‘1\‘: or the
accepted for the

fugther effort to
¢ even younger men arve

Voservices.

ning system.——a. Recriiggng
order to simplify the task of each “(‘l'lll:lll*l"(
commander in wartime, the German Army is divided@int
Field Avmy (Feldheer)y and the Replag Trainn
(Ersatzheer). “]H'n t g ol d armic
out to ty i 10 Lghit @ (hem
the Z'rsc dralfting of per-
sonnel 1 the held either as replace-
~ commander in each military
ul when the regular tumm“[m
o the field. With the assistance of reserve oflicgr:
from the district he carried out the recruiting and training p
formulated by the Generval Aggy Oflice (A77gey
in Berlin.

b. Local co
crniting areas
vided into reer
of the military
some distriets 1

ments or
district (7
moved out

Coresal

g v
m, are di-
te).  Although most
w three recruiting aveas,
in four, while others in

areis con
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thinly populated areas contain only one. The military headquar-
ters of a Wehrersatzbezirk is known as a Wehrersatzinspelktion,
that of a Wehrbezivk as a Wehrbezivkshommando, and that of a
Wehrmeldebezirk (reporting avea) as a Wehrmeldeamt. There
is no military officer on permanent duty in the local registration
district (Musterungsbezirk), the smallest of the local replacement
training service areas, and local police :ulalor' jes represent the
military. N

¢. Recruiting areas.—Greater Germany led as follows
for purposes of recruiting :

Number of

Wehrkreis Wehrbezirke

11
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Number of

Wehrkreis ) Wehrersatzbezirk Wehrbezirke
N o Schleswig-llolstein__________ G
W e e Hambure - G
¥ QNN . | ./ ;- (| | IO, I — 9

HAMOVEF. o asise s ns as . 8

Magdeburg 7
Koblenz. - . 10
Mannheim 10
Roegenshurg 5H
\ui nberg. 11
5

H

12

3

It will be noted that igathe .1lm\v table
AT/, and X7ZX ave mi-Wlhe 4o » |
15 explai X
areas, wi
and beari
signed to
correspondi
Germany at large (see par. 160).

24. Professional cadre.—a. Officer Corps—The Germl
Officer Corps iz normally a body
officers devoting themselves e of thel
i sran ingpur
wo-thirds
Prior to 1939, the
was estimated at a little
ree numbers of retived

Orps
(“u]l TI elikreis
Ussing numbers were as-
orized corps. which had no
v drew their personnel fgm

‘ofessional

profession. Tl
chasing power
that of U. S.
strength of the
under 30,000, T
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RECRUITMENT AND MOBILIZATION 24

officers have been recalled to duty, and in addition there is a
very considerable body of young reserve officers who have been
obtained from the ranks after service at the front and the com-
pletion of a 5-month training course.

b. Noncommissioned Officer Corps—(1) Time of service—The
German Noncommissioned Officer Corps is composed largely of
professional long-service volunteers. Fnrﬂle ajority, the term
German noncommissioned Officer Corps i¥ co sed largely of
special adlm)uetmtlve and technical abilfly, S@ve beyond the
normal 12- i ‘en up tRA25 Wears. Prior to
ed to have
, or between

‘y. eng
of cour <=e, it ]’l‘lk b(‘l"ﬂ

. The German None (Dll’l]lll‘w‘-l("tl
T built up by t\\o mothods, as follows:

(a) The bulk of noncommissioned officers are
the units. Youngg recruits : y adopt
nmacmmmu,loupcl npany

an colges. Whe decision,
h be accepted as a non-
con s not made until toward the close
of t hen the company commander has had
a th bzerve his character, intell

ability to perform the duties of a noncommissioned o
must also have attained the rank of Gefreiter (acting

during his normal ser appo to the
Unteroffizier is made by r on th
mendati 9

ee honcommissioned

el officer schools.  There
erman Army, each ranging in
1e course in these schools lasts 2

are five o
strength b
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vears. Volunteers are accepted between the ages of 18 and 20.
The course, in general, is a practical one, although a few theoreti-
cal subjects are taught. Upon graduation, the successful students
are appointed Unteroffiziere and assigned to regiments.  These
schools give the Army High Command the opportunity to equalize
the quality of the noncommissioned officer in regiments. Many
German regiments recruit from rural areas whicbdo t furnish
an adequate supply of noncommissioned officer materi; o such
regiments the High Command assigns young gifiluafle of the
11()1‘|c0111michione{] officer sc ll('l{:ll‘-.

— Befor@bei alled

‘ ﬁ ne months
hm Terman recruits

: e hardened physically, and are
acculon i1 o = under military discipline Im-
o in specialized branches x‘:n‘ i
the n¥ and air sections of the Hitler Youth Organis
(Marine Hitler-Jugend and Flicger Haf?m*-]uq. ;m’} 111 (}
schools, and in competit]
tion Cmps (Nationalsoz

b. Norgal militgg

r ﬂ’v.‘\'F

pegget ik the
ut %m‘en iber.
Nphasis in all training was
e mndividual. Commencing in
February, mpany tactical problems \‘
given. Dur “\Luch the dl\ isional inspections were held w
respect to companies. In the last Im]f uf \Luch and tlu- first he
of April, battalions and even
cises of a nature which seldor
arms. During
ning with the

From 1

placed on

2The German nond
U, 8. Army. The Ger
definition of that term

equivalent to those of the
unissioned officer in the German
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and two-sided map maneuvers, tactical rides, and terrain exercises.
Sometimes signal units participated in these exercises. Never-
theless, it is doubtful if one could speak of “combined training”
in the peacetime program until 1 April.

(2) Summer.—Between 1 April and 1 August, annually, every
German unit spent 3 weeks in one or another of the barrack camps
located on the maneuver grounds. Thesgscanghs are large and
generally hold three regiments qimu]tanz‘ml t all times it
was the intention to place mfantry and artifleryWbgeether in these
camps. D 1110‘ this field-ty g period Whe iWantry and ar-
tillery wer: e the titics\tthe German
march-com

maneuvers took place during
'I‘]wsp maneuvers were intended pri-
Usually
ey were of a divisional natlne. At least in Two rkreise,
however, and sometimes in three, corps maneuvei@ weW held an-
i ] 1 five to @eht Wivisions)
roops vlre

owever,

)]y s,
F (xelm.m Army

Training SAFOwing to the restrictions 1‘])0
sailles Treaty, there was a peuod of 15 ycalb duripg,
Germany did not have universal service. The classes Jobm W19
thl‘OUO‘}l 1934 did not regeive military tr Follow
eat resefolr
El‘]‘ o®inten-
Yergone several of

these per
d. War
still appl

ne principles as outlined above
ccept that the schedule has been
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speeded up and is-not so closely tied to the calendar. By the end
of 1942, virtually all the combined training was shifted to occu-
pied countries, especially to France. so that the troops in training
might perform the additional duties of occupation forces and be
available for defense against invasion.

e. dir Force training—Each soldier of the Air Force. upon
being inducted into service, goes to an Ersafz ({gainige) battal-
1on, of which there is at least one in each T-Vr'i;#i‘f'i ere he
is given his basic training as a ~nlchn .m{] in a i certain
plellmmal\ mechanical training in During
this period there uutf- ially

ified for atz # i e 1e-
is s erta¥fl cases to large

-]

racks
of m1Yry construction to house her e:xpand]uo' Atm\
summer of 1940, the German Army was Hmtnll,f_fh]}-
with modern barracks tgeaccommodate a 50 di\'i.-':i
living and messing arri ' es
mately e
certain e
advance
b. Trairg . Army now has at least 32
general traf@line in GeNyany) which vary in size. S
contain are0Hf as muc h as 200 square miles: others are much
smaller. Troop units are normally sent in succession to one
another of these troop trainings erounds for a ;
cise and target training pel i0¢ in POossesse

contonment |J.i ‘Tl'
wo-thirds

have target ra
possess artillery are numerous spe-
cial training gr arms, and there are

several ordnance

porle d to be in

Q.
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27

27. Pay and allowances.—a. Peacctime—The peacetime
base pay rates for the various ranks in the German Army are
shown in figure 14. In addition to these base pay rates, in peace-
time officers received rental allowances, which varied according
to the cost of living in different localities; officers and men re-

Service grade

Pay group!

| After
Initial] 2
yearly

sery-
loe

years’

After
4

years’

sery-
lce

After
]

vears'

serv-
ice

12

serv-
ice

After |

vears' |

After
14

Serve-
e

vears'

After
16
years'
serv-
ice

Figure 14.—Secale of peacetime base pay in the German Army.

medieal and vetering
ount is given in Reichamark; 1 R \J "il} 40 (see par. 126).

-] 2,400 | _.

ceived liberal childre

who ness

_I 2,340 |

2, 742

2, 044

2, 046 2,838

I 2,520 | 2,646

4 2, 514

I 2, 256

) g Vo i i
lh]‘«‘ lable as they npply only to special ‘egor such as

i

N mnun il :
- aBwance.
ormally received

onth
esent war each member of the
reduced “War Pay” (Wehrsold)
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27 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

according to the schedule shown in figure 15. But there are liberal
family allowances as well as a special bonus, usually one Reichs-
mark a day, for front duty. A further special bonus was given
for service in Africa.

gf::p Service grade

Oberbefehlshaber der Wehrmachtteile
Chef des Oberkommandos der Wehrmachl - _____
Generaloberst _ ____ ] 2 88
General______ -

o N =

Generalleutnan 520
Generalmagor_ _ 160
Ob#rsf 1, 800
1, 440
1, 296
1 152
972
10 64
11
nifel
Oberfeidwehd
IO s vrm s e e S D o s s T i
12 | Feldwebel _ ___ . _____ . 6
Oberfihnrich . - ____
13 Unmfpfdwpbel ee 54
14 504
15
432
16 *’

1 The amount is given in Reichsmarl; 1 RA=§0.40 (see par. 126). For the discrepancy betwe
peacetime and wartime base pay, see par. 27

Figure 15.—Scale of warlime i an

c. Professiona e inWhd-
dition to their ¢ 3 ce iting ap-
proximately to thfdi the peacetine pay
rates. This applid@to : ong-term enlisted men,
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RECRUITMENT AND MOBILIZATION 27-29

but not to ordinary wartime conseripts. Reserve officers may ob-
tain a similar compensation allowance on application.

28. Mobilization in the past.—a. At the outbreak of war in
1914 the entire strength of the German nation was mobilized in a
single week, & procedure which interrupted gravely the economic
life of the nation. The effects of this 100-percent mobilization of
trained man power were never afterward {glly dvercome. It was
a very rigid procedure, and there was appar no method of
varying its extent or speed. In the coursdif Nlveek, the active
Army was 2 and soni@ 35 Weserve divisions
as well as ; Ersatz, and
1, tha aciive ATmy of 800,000
bou 10 days’ time.

L=

ent ]Jut the whole life of (1 rm
Agl iculture rippled,

lyzed, nnd govers :
29. Present i : 2 *takes

umtmumg \Ien are wummtmed to the (n]m‘% in
by mail, not in annual classes by public proclamation.
number actually neede
up, and great care is ta

system, if&ident, e of secrecy. Furthermore,
no units dgk e ew recruits, but all units contain
more or 1 1 : ion$bf men with different degrees of

37 RESTRICTED




20-30 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

training and belonging to the different age groups. This insures
a high degree of uniformity of quality of all German combat
units.  Soldiers entering the German Army are assigned to either
fighting or supply units according to their ages.

b. Early in 1943 the German Army announced that men in the
fighting arms (infantry, Panzer, artillery, engi neer, chemical
warfare, and signal troop units) must be 37 or ygungar, whereas
men in command headquarters and in higher umt troops,
and men in engineer units employed i in rear area
older. Fighting troops m tmplcal ; e must be
while supply troo
men 42 or ol

ple%t’llt t_‘)pe of uniform in
t worn durin

proof, and in
enlisted men a

1 Color plates of nnif and insignia follow page 0,
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UNIFORMS, INSIGNIA, AND IDENTIFICATIONS 30

Officers are distinguished from enlisted men only by insignia of
rank and other comparatively minor markings and variations

. in their dress.

b. Normal field uniform (plates T and IT).—The following par-
ticulars apply to the uniforms of the great majority of German
soldiers in the field:

(1) Field blouse.—The field blouse (Zeldjfuse) is made of
greenish-gray cloth, with a collar usually 8T a 1 darker shade
of green. The collar may be folded back §l m§#e an open neck.

(4 sz?(c’ cap.—The field cap (Feldmiitze), ““cl
the U. S. Army garrison cap. is made of greenis

is worn by officergaand enlmtu:l ne arms. ) ai
. ' S ¢ ts ueo
b11 seam dml top edg( of

A\ Tew held c'lp (F:n)’aezhmm‘ze) in the
s recently been adopted. )

(5 fee! helmet —The steel helmet (Stahlhelm) 1
seamless sheet steel, and is painted both nmde and ou de ltll
rust-resistant, dull fie ay paint. and enli
wear the same helmet.

(6) Fgck— : sgard®haped
canvas i le ; lq amouﬂzwe cover,
(which . s 5 ¢ at), and also at times the

overcoat, $&e 1 around the pack. For mountain
troops, th

. 548832° 434 39 RESTRICTED



30 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

inally adopted by the Afrika-Korps, is coming to be used exten-
sively throughout the Army.

(7) Other equipment.—Other equipment carried by the indi-
vidual includes leather cartridge pouches, a shelter-half with ropes,
a canteen and mess kit, a haversack, a gas mask, a gas cape (an
impregnated cloth cover for protection against gas), entrenching
tools, and side arms. Officers wear brown belts Gomghimes with
the strap of the Sam Browne type), and enlisted
c. Field umform of special units (plates II to

Tank crews wear black uniforms
and black field caps. Armored-car
or grayish-green umform siflilar

; the black uniform the collar patch has the
crossbones insignia.
(8) Mountain troops —The DS wear WA
e t]le

tain cap (Gebirgsmiitze worn

troops,
ordinar or gray cloth
trousers py puttees, and high shoes.

The olive- N ind jacket is a distinetive acces-
sory of the for use in snow and in sp@ial
types of terrain, mountain troops may also be equipped with sngav-
shoes and various kinds of coveralls.

(4) Chemical warfare tro

sisting of jack
d. Special
or terrain, spec
(1) Winter u
and face masks ar
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UNIFORMS, INSIGNIA, AND IDENTIFICATIONS 30-31

hoods may be issued wherever snow makes camouflage necessary.

(2) Tropical uniforms (plate 11T).—Khaki and olive-colored
uniforms with web equipment and linen-topped boots are fre-
quently employed in hot and arid regions. (The tropical uniform
has recently been adopted as the official summer uniform, and has
been extensively used not only in Africa, but also in Italy, the
Balkans, and the Crimea.) .

31. Army insignia (plates I to IV} an I to IX).2—a.
Unit insignia.—No unit insignia are worr rman troops in
the field in_wartime.

b. NatioRQl deriggmps W —The 'Bim@ktal insignia of
the type wo Sreplaced W the German Army
1 olors, and the national

ational frosen‘e (l)thE‘i I to IV, and IX).—TI
rosette (Reichskokarde) is a small cireular insigne in
and black sewed on bel@w the national gD on theWel

: wde of nftal

the German Avmed Forces, see also figures 15, 14, and 15.
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31 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

piping around the edge of the shoulder strap, but it may also
appear elsewhere.

(2) Principal colors—The following are the principal dis-
tinguishing colors:

Infantry—white (weiss).

Mountain infantry—light green (Zellgriin).

Tank troops—pink (rosa). 9

Motorcycle troops—grass green (wiesengriin)
now pink).

'

W warfare ti@bps—bordeaux (bordeauzrdl).
ransport and supply troops—light blue (Aellblayg.
Medical troops—dark blue (kornblumenblaun).

Veterinary troopsygerimson (karmg
Propaganda troopf-li

d. Insk d —(1) Shoulder
straps— TR insj 's ormally worn on the shoulder
straps. i : illustrations that the shou“er
straps fall i ve main groups according to the amount of o1

or braid on the strap.

(2) COollar patches—As an
ficers wear a red collar patch
lower ranks noy

(3) Sleeves—With @ -' 1Torms which do not have
shoulder straps or Tmadhes, suc now suits, wind breakers,
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UNIFORMS, INSIGNIA, AND IDENTIFICATIONS 31-32

protective suits for tank crews, canvas jackets, and work clothes, all
ranks may wear a special sleeve insignia introduced in September
1942. These consist of woven oak leaves and bars. in gold for
generals and light green for other ranks. These insignia are
worn on the upper left sleeve.

32. Air Force uniforms and insignia (plates V and VI).—
a. General—The basic uniforms of the Gerpggan Air Force are
blue-gray. Both the roll-collar type of d the fly-front
flight blouse (Fliegerbluse) are commonl The field cap
(Flicgermiifze) is more rakig the fiel the Army.

b. NatioQ! devg T al emb alled Hoheits-
zeichen in

e. Distinguishi
in the Air Force
der patchegas in

shoul-

th‘ s
incipal colors:

wireraft artilléfy—bright red (hochrot). .

Signal troops—golden brown (geldbraun).
d. Insignia of rank worn bythe@ ir

Force bear the same
On th !

pairs

arious groups, and
caves or oak wreaths. Non-
commissi hve in addition a band of silver
braid arot i e collar,

43 RESTRICTED




32-33 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

e. Parachute troops (plate VI).—Parachute troops wear special
loose-fitting blue-gray trousers and the flight blouse. For jump-
ing, a knee-length coverall is worn over this uniform. Men who
have made a minimum of six jumps wear a special badge depicting
a silver diving eagle with a swastika in its claws, the whole en-
closed in a gold-colored wreath.

33. Uniforms and insignia of militarized gad
organizations.—a. Waffen-SS.—TheWaffen-S8 ?see
(2)) wears a uniform identical to the Army field @ni
members can be di y troops
tmn of the nation on t
iongd cafers on the
‘ A fulther distinction
hlch differ from those of the
on the collar patches. Also, oak
, while diamond-shaped d‘lce or
pips, inttate the lower ranks of officers.

b. Storm Troopers (SA)—The regular unifmm of
(see par. 103(') is the brxgwn shirt and t

with a bl

par. 103¢)
breeches, an 2
coveralls, Th€ national emblem is mounted on a “heel enc]om o
a swastika, and is worn on the cap or black crash helmet \0

mally white Arabic numerals :

cating Mot.) on the right col] W of th
unit. Insignia ¢f rank e andgre
worn on the le 1 ate of nnL

are worn on thefight 3 XK wears the same
arm band as the
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UNIFORMS, INSIGNIA, AND IDENTIFICATIONS 33-34

d. Reick Labor Service—Members of the Reich Labor Service
(Reichsarbeitsdienst), which is frequently designated by the
abbreviation RAD (see par 103b), wear a uniform consisting of
a brown shirt and a brown-gray blouse with a dark collar, a
visored cap, and slacks or breeches. They also wear the Party
arm band like the S4 and NVSA K. The insignia includes a white
spade on a black background worn just gloveghe arm band.

e. Technical Emergency Corps—The field v '‘m of the Tech-
nieal Emmgency Corps (T@c}amscﬂe NoWilf&8, which is fre-
quently deg > par. 103d), is
similar to ands on the
e Nothilfe in
¢ Wehrmacht in black.
VOorn on the upper left sleeve, superim-

The Z’eno emblem, a cocr\\ heel, is worn

ational-

/. National Soaw?zsf Awiation Corps. —Member
, wear a

sozialistisches ﬁ!sej()?korp«s or NSFK (see pal
brown shirt an
They also wear

nungsmarke) is issued on moblhzatmn and is worn a
by all personnel. The tag is of mnc and_is oval-sha
uring about 2 by 3814 into ha
perforated line. arking

cer@f and sent
0 the body. Most
captured give a unit, a sub-
y the blood group, and a number.
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34 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

o " o o =]
168 54367
9/JR.61 A 84
Y 19Ir/6 ¥8

89T
@ 014 type. ® New type.

LOGFC
168=PFPersonal number
9/JR.61=9th Company of the ‘
61st Infantry Regiment
A=—Dblood group A
Figure 16.—Markiggs on identification tag pungsmarke t 1d

es:uile d lost the
nit as received a new one
may reveal the existence of a
A new type of identification tag

group.
b. Paybook.—The paybook (Soldbuch) is_issued on

and is subsequently carri

(7) Dates
and dental trea

(8) A record
ments made to hi
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UNIFORMS, INSIGNIA, AND IDENTIFICATIOXNS 34-35

(9) A record of furloughs, including dates and places visited.

(10) A list of decorations received.

35. Decorations and awards.—au. Iron Cross.—The Iron
Cross award (Zisernes Kreuz) is for conspicuous bravery in face
of the enemy or for outstanding services in leadership. The four
classes of the Iron Cross rank in the following order:

Grand Cross of the Tron Cross ((foss
uz des Eisernen

Nreuzes).
Knight’s Cross of the Iron Cross (ZA%er
O, as 5 B.’m'nr ).

V. Weiet Eluew

CroS$e awarded only to those already
The present Iron Cross, 1st and 2d
that of the last war in that ghe ggrastika and

uz des Kisernen

crown. The It'on Cross, Ist Class, is usually w he blouse
pocket of the left breast, and thg oht’s Crdk the Tron
Cross is suspend
ight’s Cross of

st and 2d Classes, has beeyaco
eichsmarschall Goring.  Men who gained “IE‘!(]
in the World War I may be awarded a silver bar which
national eagle and swastika, and the date

b. War Merit Cross—@'he Y eri
kreuz) ig
for awa

1EW 3w
/( ?’%qs-?'

nn!
& ora

KiWht's GgisSh f it Cross (Ritterkreuz des

igible

W: ross, ass  (Ariegsverdiensthreuz. 1
Klasse).
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35 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

War Meritt Cross, 2d Class (Ariegsverdienstkreuz, 2
Klasse).

These awards may be made with or without swords. Swords are
awarded for especially meritorious service in the zone of enemy
action or for exceptional services in furthering the war effort.
The cross is awarded without swords for meritorious services in
which enemy action played no part. The War Mggit
swastika in the center, embossed on a plain surfac
with oak leaves. The ')d Class is in bronze. The 1s
Knight’s Cross ar srlvel Ay i

r 1941, consists of a dark—gra)"
tar, about 214 inches in diameter.

background surrounded by a gold or silver laurel wre
the yem “1941” at the bottom. The Gelm Cross is

’lntly Aasault Badge (/n-
ze, consists of a rifle with fixed
leaves, the whole surmon I“d

by the Gel man eag]e and swastlka It is worn on the left ble\
] 1

pocket of the blouse immediately beneath the Irg
other decoration. It may be i

zeichen),in bron
ing a tank, the w
tika. It is worn

RESTRICTED 48




UNIFORMS, INSIGNIA, AND IDENTIFICATIONS 35

diately beneath the Iron Cross or any other decoration. Tt may
be given to soldiers of the Panzer troops who have engaged in at
least three attacks on the enemy on 3 different days.

f. Assault Badge for Other Arms—This award (Sturmabzeichen
anderer Wajfengattungen), in silver, depicts a stick grenade
crossed with a bayonet and surmounted by the German eagle and
swastika, the whole surrounded by a Wlelﬁ ofgbak leaves. It is
worn on the left breast. It is given to ofifcer commissioned
officers, and privates of other arms which @opdite closely with
the infantry or tankq or tog idual mef@ber@of other arms
who fulfill

is awarded

. s given in
ee classes, all of which are worn on the left re: cket of

the blouse, as follows:

lst Class, i more t r times.
three orWour

011 r Twice.

edging on which is affixed agnini
ed to individuals for the destruction oraig

tion of an enemy tank by use of the antitank rifle, rifle]
or explosives,

(2) NaWk S < Shield (Narvikeschild) deco-
ration is in\$he owing the Edelweiss (of moun-
tain regimer®®, an anchor surmounted by the German eagle hold-
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35 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

ing in its claws a wreath which surrounds a swastika. This deco-
ration is awarded in silver for the Army and Air Force and in
gold for the Navy, and is worn on the upper left sleeve of the uni-
form. All members of the Armed Forces who participated in the
Narvik action are eligible.

(8) East Medal—The East Medal (Ostmedaille) was awarded
to those members of the Armed Forces who servegson
front from November 1941 to April 1942. 1In lieu o
soldiers may wear a dark red ribbon with wh
stripes.

(4) Slecve Bane
derdW ehrm

sleeve of the 11111f01 m blouse.
(J) OH??JB(.' Slm!rr’»—'l he Crimea Shleld rim-Schifl) -

to 4 Jul@1
rinfin Penin-
od; or remained
pm 10d of 3 months. The
f the Crimean Peninsula with
i Wrmounted by the German eﬁle
holding in 1ts claws a Wleath ciuuoundnlg a swastika.

(6) Kholm Shield—The Kholm Shield (O'k 5
awarded to those members of Arme
honorably in the defense of
the Soviet Un
the leadership o8F al i : Sirtion is worn
on the upper I if onze and shows the
German eagle su '0ss below which is the
inscription Cholm
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HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES
PLATE I

ARMY CONTINENTAL UNIFORMS: OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN

&

NATIONAL EMBLEM

OFFICER, SERYICE DRESS

eant Pyrote
Captain, Artillery i

ENLISTED MAN'S SERVICE CAP
Cavalry

OFFICER'S SERVICE CA
Artillery

Af

OFFICER'S FIELD CAP ENLISTED MAN ENLISTED MAN'S FIELD CAP
Signal Troops Private, Infantry Infantry

From JLAN, No. | TM-E 30-451



HANDBOOEK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES
PLATE 11

ARMY CONTINENTAL UNIFORMS: MOBILE TROOPS

TANK TROOPS
Acting 15l Sergeant

ED} CARS, ASS
2d Licutena!

s

PANZER LAPEL CAVALR FIELD LAPEL
Panzer Signal Unit Private, 1st t‘{ln_u.u Assault Guns

From LAMN. Ho. 1 TM-E 30-451
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PLATE I11

ARMY TROPICAL UNIFORMS: OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN

NATIONAL EMBLEM

BLOUSE AND BREECHES VERCOAT
Ist Sergeant, Artillery ransport Trol

8

COLLAR PATCH SHIRT AND SHORTS SHOULDER STRAFP
Private, Signal Troops 1st Sergeant, Artillery

From JLAN. No. 1 TM-E 30-451
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PLATE 1Y

ARMY CONTINENTAL UNIFORMS: MOUNTAIN TROOPS

SLEEYE DEVICE
Worn on

SERVICE DRESS
2d Lieutenant, Signal Troops

OFFICER'S MOUNTAIN CAP
MOUNTAIN SERYICE CAP WIND JACKET {The new Army fleld cap resembles the
Infantry 2d Licutenant mountain eap.)

From LAMN. No. | TM-E 30-451
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. PLATE V¥V
AIR FORCE UNIFORMS: OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN
HEADGEAR INSIGNIA .

NATIONAL EMBLEM ‘

o

EMBLEM
left side
elmet

EN 'ED MAN

Private, Antiaireraft OFFICER

Constructio

ENLISTED MAN'S SERVICE CAP

NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER
1st Sergeant, Flying Troops
OFFICER'S FIELD CAP ENLISTED MAN'S FIELI} CAP

Fram LAN, Mo. | TM-E 30-451



HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES
: PLATE VI

ATR FORCE UNIFORMS: MISCELLANEOUS

ey
(%

OFFICER'S SHOULDER STRAPF (above)

COLLAR PATCH (below)
Colonel, Antinireraft
(Generals: gold braid)

|

TROPICAL BLOUSE AND MMER FL
BREECHES

Sergeant, Sl[’n al Troops

NONCOMMISS S - ENLISTED MAN'S
SHOULDER y SHOULDER STRAP (ahove)

COLLAR PATCH (below)

15t Sergeant, Private, Signal Troops

PARACHUTIST'S UNIFORM
Technical Sergeant

From LAN. No. 1 TM-E 30-451
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PLATE VYI1I

ARMY INSIGNIA OF RANK

SHOULDER STRAPS
Shoulder straps indicate both
rank and arm. The arm is Indi-
cated by colored plping around

the edge of the strap.

GENERAL OFFICERS

FIELD MARSHAL
Generalfelds all

ned off
ollar in whole
Sonderfiihrer) of

e distinguished by collar braid, which
or in part. This brald also Indicates
lastoned grades. Speciall

FORCES

of the strap.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL
Oberstleutnant
General Stall Corps

MAJOR GENERAL
Generallentnant

BRIGADIER GEN
Generalmaj

COLLAR PATCHE

AN
AN
rerscsctedl

GENERAL OFFICERS

SRS IIBLE IS
AFE LIS IISIII S
\“ oy

OFFICERS, GENERAL STAFF

From JLAN, Neo. |

pmmissioned grades wear shoulder straps of their arm and
with red-white-black thread intertwined with the cordg

1ST LIEUTENAN
Ohberleutnant
Military Police

OTHER OFFICERS

TM-E 30-451




HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES
: PLATE VIII

ARMY INSIGNIA OF RANK
. NONCOMMISSIONED ENLISTED MEN OFFICER AND NCO

(Chevroned grades wear private’s

OFFICERS shoulder straps.) CANDIDATES

SERGEANT MAJOR
Stabsfeldwebel CORPORAL, ADMINISTRATIVE
Mountain Infantry Stabsgelreiter

OFFICER CANDIDATE
Fihnrich
Enginecrs

MASTER SERGEANT CORPORAL
Oberfeldwebel Less than 6 years' serviee
Tank Troops Ohergefreiter

. o et
VOLUNTEER CANDIDATE
Kapitulanten-Anwiirier
Infantry

STAFF SERGEANT ERGANZUNGS CAND
Unterfeldwebel PRIVATE, I1ST CLASS Unterfihrer-Anwirt
Chemical Warfare Troops Obergrenadi Artillery

cssnsssssannnnnsnne ssssssnssnen

COLLAR PATC

ENLISTED TYPE 1
{May also be worn by officers)

ENLISTED TYPE 2 ENLISTED TYPE 3

From JAM. No. 1 TM-E 30-451
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. PLATE IX

COLORS OF ARMY ARMS

"
.
H
.
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
H
i

Colored pipings to indicate the arm app on the should
strap, on the service cap, on the field cap, sometimes on

the collar patch, and on that “e of dificer’s field blouse

which carries piping on the cuffs, collar, and on

the edge of the blouse fly. Th¥ppli@ion of colors to

other rec

CAVALRY,CYCLISTS

CHAPLAINS
Kavallerie, Radfahrer

Heeresgeisiliche

ARTILLERY
Artillerie

SIGNAL TROOPS
Nachrichtentruppen

L L SRR
GENERAL STAFF

COR ahriruppen, '

Nachschubtruppen

ARMORED
INFANTRY
Panzergrenadiere

ENGINEERS

Grass Green

MOTORCYCLE
TANK TROOPS TROOPS
Panzeriruppen

Kradschiitzen
(Probably Now Pink)

(ORI
ZER
RECONNAISSANCE

{(Now Pink)

SPECIALIST
OFFICERS
Sonderffhrer

- OFFICERS, RECRUIT- CHEMICAL WAR- PROPAGANDA

H ING AGENCIES FARE TROOPS L -

E (Now While) Nebeltruppen Propagandatruppen

From JLAN. No. 1 TM-E 30-451




UNIFORMS, INSIGNTIA, AND IDENTIFICATIONS 35

j. Miscellaneous— (1) General—Among other military medals
likely to be found are the Memorial Medal, the Sudeten Medal.
and the Memel Medal. All three medals are in bronze—the face
shows two nude warriors bearing the German flag. with the
national emblem as their stepping-stone.

(2) Memorial Medal—The Memorial Medal (Erinnerungs-
Medaille) marks the annexation (Anschlyss) @f Austria. The
ribbon is dark red with black and whité®ed The reverse
side of the medal bears the 1115(1‘1pt10n Ein in Reich, Ein
Fiihrer and the date 7.5 Mirz

Th@revérse side of the
?7‘?0?(*71 Ein Fiihrer with
bbon is black-red-black.

10 Memel Medal marks the return of
'many. The reverse side o he edal bears
mseription Medaille zur Erinnerung an die ehr des

Memellandes and the date 22 Mirz 1959. The bo is green-
white-red. ‘

T I |

e R(’wmmfﬂ ______________________ a7
bty IP"'III)EIII: e e

Paragraph

Panzer division____
Mmmram 1nfantn' regi
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36 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

36. Introduction.—a. General—Despite the important role
which has been played by specialized branches of the German
Army, the infantry has been and remains today the foundation
for German offensive and defensive operations. Panzer divisions
have penetrated enemy lines and operated as spearheads far
behind them, but final decisions have been forced by aggressive,
quick-marching, ground-holding infantry unitsgprogided with
great firepower. The German Army has recogmize

mental importance of the infantry by selectinf pat

capable officer material for this brang d by provllin

to meet almost ankituati t ont an'\Whfa
- . . : infﬂtr ni

D problems which will
emy. Heavy infantry weapons

1fantry howitzers and its oge plgioon
m (heavy) infantry howitzers. In this way, ar y
does not have to be taken from main artillery objectivesand@he
i Similfly, $he
engineerfirec

supggly dlumn.
1NQauta¥ied as a division.
of Infantry in the Army

ization, tra@linds equipmentgpf the infantry throughout‘he
Army. ExcePtions are the motorized infantry regiments in

battalions, which together wi Apance un
are coordinated under the In: (Inspe
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INFANTRY 36-37

(2) Motorized infantry regiments (Grenadier-Regimenter
(Mot.)), in Panzer divisions called Panzer-Grenadier-Regi-
menter.

(3) Mountain infantry regiments (Gebirgsjiger-Regimenter).

(4) Motorcycle battalions (Kradschiitzen-Bataillone).

(5) Motorized machine-gun battalions (Maschinengewehr-Ba-

(6) Motorized antiaireraft machine-gun battalion ((/-

abwehr-Bataillone (Mot.)).
(7) Security regimer
387. Infantry regi
man infofltry regs i
own co1 i
provided
support ar
(See fig.

t)—

in Y regiment is also
titank defense, and close-
s three battalions of infantry.
f the infantry battalions are

companies
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AHLIIALSHY

INFANTRY REGIMENT

I

[

Regimental
Headquarters

Services

Mounted Infantt
Platoon

Engineer Plutoon

Howitzer
any

v

Infantr

Infantry

Antitank
Company

Battalion

Battalion I-——-

[

—

Headguarters

dght Infantry

|

Heavy Infantry
Howitzer Platoon

— |
| |
150-mm Howitzer 150-mm Howitzer
Seeti Hection

Antitank Platoon

Light Machine-Gun

Section




INFANTRY 37-38

numbered consecutively from 1 to 12 throughout the regiment,
numbers 4, 8, and 12 being machine-gun companies. The approx-
imate strength of the infantry regiment in personnel and trans-
pert is shown in figure 19; in armament, in figure 20.

ik i H-Dr i
Units O and EM ! ‘rcl vehicles Horses
Regimental headquarters___________ 3 |- _

Signal platoon____ . . _____ b 1 PR
Mounted infqgitry platoon_____ 3 b D

ntry howitzers. . _______
150-mm infantry howitzers__________

section, achine-gun company, and
trains.  ( ximate strength in personnel,
transport, in figure 22,
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A LDIYLSHH

INFANTRY BATTALION

(Grenadier-Bataillon)
(25 officers—8150 enlisted men)

| oA d.a 4 5 ] ]
Bn Hg Sig Sec 1 Rifle Co 2 Rifle Co ‘ Rif@ Co 4 MG Co Trains
6 officers 4 officers 4 officers 1 officer
15 EM 35 EM 183 EM 26 EM
6 H-Dr vehicles
2 to 5 Mtr vehicles
IH |
Co Hq 1 Plat ns
Co Comdr N P
4 NCO’s ‘ 1 M
EM & wagons
1 trueck
[ T |
Plat Hq 1 8q L Mort Sqd
Plat Comdr ; ! 3 Men
1 NCO 9 1-50-m
4 EM i 1 G0-mm mort,
& Ri
2 Pistols

| |
4 Hv Mort Trains

1
| Plat 3 NCO's
25 EM
20 H-Dr
vehicles
1 truck
|
Plat Hg Hv MG H\ \IG ‘
2 NCO's Sec
4 EM (Each Hy MG See h-m 2 Hv MG’s,
each served byl gun Con d 5 EAL)
ort Sec \llm't Sec 3 Hy \llorf See

v MOrt Sec has a Sec Hg of 1 NCO and
a ]~.. and 2 Hy (81-mm) mortars, each
served by 1 Mort Comdr and 5 EM.)



INFANTRY 38-39

| T ]
¢ ¥ ]
. |E |8 515|%|
< =
= |=s | 2 = 5 z 3
Units 8 | 2% | £ g '; e |8 l &
- =4 L= = D - - et
> =t
ElE ||l |28 |B|3]C
o | = 15 o | 3 =<} & = = =

Battalion headquarters. il
Signal section____________________
Trains

(1st) rifle (ompam
(2d) rifle company
(3d) rifle company >
(4th) machine-gun company

TOTAL.. ..

consists of & headquarters, an (lllt]tdl]k
h three antitank rifles, three rifle platoons,
toon is divided into one lig¥% m@tar squad
and fom rifle ::s(]ll-l(l‘*; each rifle squad (squad |1
men) includes one light machine gyn_and one ci e pistol.
: TY mac stols.
e-gun 1p; con-
pl‘)ons. one heavy

jo

ctions, each m'med with two heavy
platoon consists of thr% martar
m mmlar

ized infan
infant
instead W t
is‘omp]ete]y

v vehicles. The
. signal, and motorcycle, are
dquarters company.
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40. Motorized infantry regiment (Panzer-Grenadier-Regi-
ment) in Panzer division.—The motorized infantry regiment,
which forms part of the motorized infantry brigade (Panzer-
Grenadier-Brigade) in the Panzer division, consists of a head-
quarters, a headquarters company (including a signal platoon,
an antitank platoon, and a motorcycle platoon), two infantry
battalions, an infantry howitzer company, and segvic
proximate strength in personnel and transport is sho
23: in armament, in figure 24.

1,968 |
2, 286 |

4

8l-mm mortars_____ -
75-mm infantry howitzers_________
150-mm infantry howitzers________

&

ms i rou

Figure 24.—A

41. Mountal
ment).—a. (fene
cially organized

country, having a con-
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INFANTRY 41-42

siderably higher number of men in its three mountain infantry
battalions than there are in the three infantry battalions in a nor-
. mal infantry regiment. The regiment also has a large number
of horses and mules for earrying loads over mountain trails which
could not be crossed by vehicles. Most of the heavy weapons have
been eliminated in order to facilitate mountain operations.
b. The mountain infantry regiment corfists @f a headquarters,
a signal platoon, three mountain infantry ¢, an antitank
D company, and =ervices, TIte approximate h in personnel
and transpgat is shown in fig in figure 26.

H-Dr Horses
Mtr | ohicles
vehijeles | 7™ =

Pruns, heavy._________________
AEbgnlc Pl oo e g 36
37-mm antitank guns________________._
50-mm mortars_ _________
8l-mm mortars_ _________
75-mm mountain howitzers

adschiitzen-Bataillon).—a.
brierly an organic part of the
e Panzer division. In newly
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42-44 HANDBOOK ON GERMAN MILITARY FORCES

formed Panzer divisions, however, the motorcycle battalion forms
a separate unit, replacing the reconnaissance battalion. In order
to give it added strength and firepower, each of these newer units
contains an armored car company.

b. The old-type motorcycle battalion consists of a headquarters,
three motorcycle companies, a motorcycle machine-gun_company,
a heavy weapons company, and services. If affroximate
strength in personnel, transport, and armament is §

DY T i
Heavy weapons company .
31 1 e e s

e-gun battalions are used
to reinfor 1 in defensive sectors, and oceca-
few of these units have Rgen
identified, aifhothing is known about their organization beyond

the fact that they belong to the GHQ pool.
44, Motorized antiaircgaft machine- .
(Flugabwehr-Bataillon (M&%)) irc hine-gu
isioms t

This type of be
tion, three antiai
strength in pers
figure 28.
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CAVALRY AND RECONNAISBANCE UNITS 4446

Other | Track- 20-1mm

Units Oand EM | Mir jaying | LMG | AA/AT
vehicles | vehicles guns

____....._ ,,,,, u ) LR T x Sl
Battalion headquarters____ _ . _ __ 25 |
Signal seetion_. - i 45
Three antiaireraft companies_______ 555
T A [ e S S e

TOTA oo cesamis e

Figure 28.— Composition and

w‘ns curity regiments,
armies. protecting lines of
Ping up guerrilla bands operating be-
Such units are controlled either by a

! Wision <@t or by a =pecial bricadegtafi@ The Ger-
an Army has made extensive use of such units be German
lines in the Soviet Union.
10

h\ ANCE UNITS

o}
L

Paragraph

y 46
Aufklirungsabteilungen) _‘__
I e battalions (Radfahrabteilungen) _____________________
Mownted cavalry wnits________
48. General.—The ' ins its pQlitioWas
one of the arms of the ¥ J there h b

no cavaldy divisigas in thghcorfersion
1 Division in 1942.
(See parW9. Kion, a special 8§ unit, does
not come e Inspector of Cavalry (Inspek-
teur der v High Command. The most
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important function of the cavalry arm at present is the training
and control of the reconnaissance battalions which form an im-
portant part of most German divisions. In addition, in the
GHQ pool there are independent bicycle battalions which also
belong to the cavalry arm.

4'7. Reconnaissance battalions (Aufklarungsabteilung-
en).—a. General organization—There are thredusuf types of
reconnaissance battalions—those organized for 1
divisions, those for motorized divisions, and thos

horse cavalry troop. a blcycle ;om-
: r:omp Any. Its 1ppr0mmm‘¢;t1

Bicycele compan
Heavy weapons
DPRAY cweminsa

TOTAL.. .-.-.._-| 575

Figure 29.—Composition and armament of the reconnnissance hattalion jg infantiry divisi

(2) In motorized divisions. - talion i
the motorized @livisi atai teiff) ar

armored car
company, and a
sonnel, transpor

: y weapons
hate strength in per-
'n in figure 30.
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CAVALRY AND RECONNAISSANCE UNITS 47-48

= Q|2 &
s E g 2 g B s g = é
= —_ (@) = =
Units = = B - o = g & g » g g g % =
= = = [ = b =t o= T nfe) B
clE | |na|H Q| |B |27 RE|g |8 -
Battalion headquarters.| 78 - 1 A U Q. [ (VSR V! SN IV S
Armored car company__| 150 | 14 | 12| 18 [ 3 I ) P Etesun Gy | SRR TSR e
Motoreycele company .. .| 210 | 86 | 16 || _____ 3
Heavy wcapons com-
ny _ 0] 18| 3 2 |
nghr. column | 49 {1 O 1 IS G )
TOTAL .. 637 | 116 | 104 | 18 6 2 3
-
Figure 30.— Com ¢ moiorized division
(3) In ol nnaissance
i .

1on headquarters,
tcucy(.]e company, a heavy
light column. The approximate
ion in personnel, transport. andgrmament

)

m ﬁmue 51,

. Units

ah-min Mort,

)

| 20-Inm guns

1
|

TOTAL. ... ?371 130‘ us | e 12| | 2| 3

Figure 31.—Composition and ar t of the reconnaissance

—(l. !
;i *wo cate-

®visions and those which are
‘hed to infantry divisions.

naissance

GHQ pool
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b. Individual units.—(1) In mountain divisions.—The bicycle
battalion in the mountain division consists of a battalion head-
quarters, two bicycle companies, and a heavy weapons company.
The approximate strength of this battalion in personnel, trans-
port, and armament is shown in figure 32.

Dand EM
| Other Mtr vehicles

battallon headqu‘uter
and a motm'('vcle comy

Battalion headquarters_.
Signal platoon.

Three hieycle compmues
Motoreyele company_.

TOTAL_ . eeee.

Figure

49. Mounte
troops still rems
ments (Reiter-

ly mounted cavalry
'my are such cavalry regi-
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INFANTRY WEAPONS 49-51

mechanized. and the horse cavalry troops, one of which is found
in the reconnaissance battalion of each normal infantry division.
The remaining cavalry regiments belong to training commands.
It should be noted that the mounted platoon attached to the
headquarters of each normal infantry regiment is not classified
as cavalry but as infantry.

Section VII
INFANL 4 ikPO‘\
Paragraph
__ = 56

|
lII()ll.l]‘o e e 2

side arms, hand gy
heavier mf.mtly s
estdbossible_fi

. all arms and hand grenades.—a. Fisf
Luger.—~The Luger pistol (Pistole 08) is the_most comn
man side arm (fig. 34). ' ' ‘
and has a caliber uf 91

‘imless, straight-
2 of 25 yards.

have recently introduced tae
ventually this weapon (fig. 35)

case cartri
(2) Wal
Walther pis

Weole ;8), and
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