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PART ONE: JAPAN

Sectionl. LAND MINES, GRENADES,
AND BOOBY TRAPS

1. GENERAL

The Japanese, as compared with the Germansy ha
used land mines and booby traps on a small sc &
date. This is largely due to the fact that the Jap

were on the offensive until our invasion of Guadal-

canal—and even there the enemy held most of nd
for several months afterwards and, almost toSghe £nd,

maintained hig¢h héges of annihilating us. rule,
no enemy wil es and booby traps omig big scale
if he expectg 16

bve over the area himgelfiysometime
te¢ future. When the ese are
forced to the defensive on a “lamg cale, with
little hope vancing, they are expe use mines
and bodby graps extensively. The us siich weapons
wouldéeerfainly be expected of an e who has been
high eceptive and treaeherm@ many other
| goldiers are alert and general idea of
the appedarance and function ofgmines and booby traps,
they should mnot entertain great fear of these

weapons. As one Guadaleapal oBserver pointed out,
we should never assume tlfaK ea recently oceupied

1
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by the enemy, or equipment therein, is safe until it
igs thoroughly checked. A death caused by an enemy
booby trap is considered a needless and useless sacri-
fice. Enlarging his remarks about the Japancse, the

observer said: &
Ny

Whenever the enemy abandons an area which has been held
against siege, or which has been in his possession for any lengt
of time, he will usually attempt to lay traps for the forces occumO
ing the area. These traps usually consist of simple improVvisec
devices, such as antipersonnel mines placed under loose bo
likely to be walked on, antivehicle or tank mines placed in “thg
tracks of a narrow road, or devices fastened to doors or laidy
narrow paths.

The purpose of such traps is twofold: (1) to cause
front-line casualties, and (2) to slow the a ¢g of
the attacking forces.

At the pres

three types ¢ mines and two types renades
which can be“ased in such traps as t scribed
above.

8

2. LAND N

a. Antivehicle @
The ese antivehicle mine, bofficidlly known as

93,9s commonly called ‘‘the

ewfig. 1). The weapo ighs 3 pounds,
and has a diameter of 63/ in¢he®and a thickness of
134 inches. It is filled wi ounds of a picrie
acid compound. The migne ainer, which consists
of two light-metal seeti \painted either yellow
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or olive drab. In the center of the top is a brass
dome or plug, which screws into the mine and covers
the fuze. The plug, 114 inches in diameter, has a
34-inch red band painted around it. On opposite
sides of the circular weapon are two rings, spaced
2 inches apart, which often have small loops of rope
secured to them. 'The rope can be used in carryin
the mine, in hanging it up when it is not in use, or

S
RN .
LT

in dragging it across the path of a tank. b
= o= -~ _ RS - S’Hr

igur @ anese Antivehicle Mine (Type !Q
ncxploded by pressure app n the
mally more than 200 pof pres-
to activate the weapon, .g min® chances
. Actually, a shear wi 11ich holds
the firiflg pin™in a cocked position érmines the
press ecgesary to explode the gnine!” The wire
may varyeinl strength according @ tactical use
gapon. Some reports 1 e the use of
s which require a re of only 70
pounds%¢ break., Pressure appl 0 the brass plug
first erushes the top cover; t s plug then con-

tacts the top of the firing pif, eby putting stress
on the shear wire and causini@wit to break. When it

breaks, the mine explod \
546768°— 43— —2 Eb
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JAPAN—LAND MINES, GRENADES, ETC. 7

firing-pm spring locking plug limits the spring at the
npper end of the igniter body. The steel balls are

held in place by the firing pin, which has a continmally
increasing internal digmeter from the open end; and L
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as the firing pin is depresse
spring, the steel balls are f rom their position
by pressure of the firingpi ring on the firing-pin
assembly, thus allowing eWg pin to go forward.

inst the firing-pin
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JAPANESE HAND GRENADE
WITH PROPELLANT ATTACHMENT
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Figure 4.—Japanese renade (type 97).
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nE

Figure 3a.—Japanese Model 99 Light Machine Gun (showing distingu:
) rear monopod).

e i
Figure 5b.—Japanese Model 9 'Nhiue Gun (showing barrel
partly n).
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GERMANY—BARBED-WIRE OBSTACLES 45

a. Obstacle in Depth
This type of obstacle is constructed to a depth of

about 33 feet. It consists of ordinary wire fences (v
erected at intervals of about 5 feet and connected with N

crisscrossed plain wire (see fig. 7). The spaces be—&

b g
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ces are filled with barQed Wire in spirals.
wals are fastened to each er and to the
the crisscrossed wire en obstacles of
pejare erected in woods, tr re often used to

support the wire.
Wire obstacles in depth sually installed in
places where they will be,s ed as far as possible

S



Section VI. FURTHER INFORMATION
ABOUT GERMAN TANKS

g

1. ARMOR ARRANGEMENT O
The sketehes on the next three pages show the ar

arrangement and armor thicknesses of the Pz. Kw. 3,‘%

Kw. 4, and Pz. Kw. 6. A question mark followi

ficure indicates that definite information regardi %

thickness of a certain plate is not yet available.

figures enclosed in parentheses indicate the presence of

two plates, which are separated to form ed
armor’’; this arrangement occurs only twice, 1y

@hs have
encounte ] * e Trivers
of Lastgrn emy’s in-
terest ifl a %able stand-
ard P ' Q under their

' f the Pz. Kw.
itlonal armor, and
ans- that future
developments in armor and ament would neces-

sarily involve still further iggreaSes in the weight of

this tank. While the treﬁ% rd increased weight
55
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Figure 10.
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88-mm gun 1in 3.8 to 7.9 in (approx) . Smoke-generator Rear of turret,
\ dischargers 3.2 in, vertical,
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Figure 11. @





