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FOREWORD

This book brings together for the first time the great amoul@
detailed information on the character, functions, compositio%
tions, and affiliations of all types of replacement units which
comprised in the German Replacement Army. This mate s
presented in such a form as to enable the user, after fa v@ ing
himself with the general arrangement of the book, toglookwupsany
desired information with a minimum of delay.

The book is intended for use of intelligence pergon
already well acquainted with the organization and n:K employ-

ment of the German Field Army as described in th der of Baiile
of the German Army, to which it is the sequel. Its primafy purpose
is to enable Order of Battle specialists, documf@;iloiters, and

interrogators to trace connections between fiel dfreplacement

units which prove invaluable in their he military
0 f war can be traced much re accurately,
aed allusions in documents can rified, and even

careers of pri

its in the field can be estab by a proper use of
n'addition, the Army of, In is provided with
disposition of replacemNnits in the German
rior, and the Army of @Jc tion will be aided in

supervising’ the demobilization of the G Army.
beginning and the in-
e basic material, namely,
t units, from three different
hrkreise (section III), in
nits themselves showing their
its (section 1V), and in numeri-
ir affiliated replacement units
ions of the replacement system

locations and their affiliated fiel
cal tables of the field units showing

(section V). It also contain$ %

111



v FOREWORD

of the Air Force ground organizations (section VI) and of the
Waffen-SS (section VII). ;

1t is emphasized that with this book even very incomplete and
inaccurate information can be checked and evaluated by a liberal
use of the two indexes and a thorough understanding of the inter-
connections of the different types of tables. m

Place names usually are given only in their German formg
forms for localities in annexed or occupied territory will be f i
the Index of Cities and Towns (section IX).

This text should be used in conjunction with the followi her
publications of the Military Intelligence Division: @

Order of Battle of the German Army (February 194

The Exploitation of German Documents »

Military Headquarters and Instellations in Ger March
1944)

Staff Officers’ Field Manual: Enemy Forces, Orga jon, Tech-
nical, and Logistical Data, FM-E 101-10 (1942)

German Military Abbreviations, Special Series .12 (April 12,
1943)
All comment§ his publication, as well as 1ons of factual

detail, should b

to the Diss G
Partment&

itted promptly and may be addressed direct
Unit, Military Intelligb ision, War De-

n 25, D. C.
R 4
\

o
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Section I. INTRODUCTION

1. Scope of the Book

All units and all personnel in the German Army are 3$sign
either to the Field Army (Feldheer) or to the ReplacementmArmy
(Ersatzheer). The Order of Baitle of the German Army dealt ily
with the functions, composition, and disposition of
units; the present volume, which is designed to suppl, de-
scribes all known replacement units and lists their & s with
units of the Field Army. Italsoincludes sectionson t f%mement
system and the known replacement units and a ions of the
ground organizations of the German Air Force (antiaircraft artil-
lery and ground combat troops) and of the Waff

Wherever possible, duplication of material al ontained in
the Order of B@iileof the German Army is avoid Thus it is as-
sumed that use
organization ofVGesfmany into Wehrkreise,
tion, and th al principles of the repla

em of conscrip-
t training system
e%anid with the organi-

zation a nctions of field units as gcr d in section III of
“that bdok. itional technical infor on on these subjects is
includéd Here ©nly where it is believe al to a proper utiliza-
tion of ss of tabular data whlr@ltutes the main part of
eplacement Army is co d by Generaloberst Fritz

VBM as the specially designat uty of the Commander in
Chief of the Army (formerly B ITSCH, now HITLER) to

take charge of all matters not concerned with operations in
the field. It includes not nl lacément units but also all per-

manent military installati rmany and all tralnmg units, a
21 2 1




2 THE GERMAN REPLACEMENT ARMY

large proportion of which are now located in occupied territory.
The permanent military installations are dealt with in the publica-
tion Military Headguarters and Insiallations in Germany. The train-
ing units are largely under the control of reserve divisions and as
potential combat units are beyond the scope of this book. Their
numbering and nomenclature are identical with those of the ¢

sponding replacement units with the substitution of Ausbild

or Reserve- for Ersatz-. Throughout this book the following \%

clature is employed: N
“Replacement training unit” is used only for an Ersgizeinheit
before it was split into its replacement and its training el in
the autumn of 1942, ’ -

“Training unit” is used for an Ausbildungseinheit @ # kind
after it was separated from its parent replacement #rai anit.

“Reserve unit” is used for a training unit which i})&.of a re-
serve division. ‘

“Combined replacement and training unit” is used for a unit con-
taining both replacement and training elements, ch were either
not involved in the general separation in 1942 or e Subsequently

reunited undeg @

is used for an Ersatagipheil in its present
bined replace-

“Replacemsé
sense, including
ment and tr unit.
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2, Chain o mand of the Replacemﬁy

Thefullftitlgof FROMM is Chief of quipment and Com-
mande the Replacement Army er Heeresriistung und
Befejiishaber “des Ersaizheeres). This is concerned only with
part of his title; in addi-
tion esponsible for the designf\grogurement, storage, and sup-
ply to the Field Army of all the of equipment that it needs.
Figure 2 shows the chain of and in the Replacement Army,
classified according to its thre@al functions of conscription,
training, and replacement N

ﬁ lowing details are relevant to
this chart:
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4 . THE GERMAN REPLACEMENT ARMY

a. Conscription.—This being a matter that concerns all three
branches of the Armed Forces, it is supervised by the Military Re-
placement Office (Wehrersaizamt) of the Armed Forces High Com-
mand (0.K.W.). The interests of the Army are represented by the
Replacement Branch (Abteilung Ersatzwesen, Abt. E) of the Gr
for Replacement and Army Matters (Amisgruppe Ersaiz- und F%
wesen, Ag EH) in the General Army Office (Allgemeines Heegesa
AHA). Orders are issued through the various Wehrkr %
quarters (Wehrkreiskommandos, Wkr. Kdo.) to the Recruifm
Inspectorates (Wehrersatzinspektionen, W.E.I1.) and fromgthée to
the Recruiting Subarea Headquarters (Wehrbezirksko %/ o0s,
W.B.K.), which control the Reporting Offices (Wehrpelded
W.M.A.) and set up from time to time in their districts
ing Staffs (Musterungssiibe, Must.Stb.).

b. Training.—In the Replacement Army all train%cept that
of the Panzer troops is supervised by General der Pioniéte Walter
KUNTZE as Chief of Training in the Replaceme rmy (Chef des
Ausbildungswesens im' Ersatzheer, Ch Ausb.). Tl%}of the Pan-

zer Troops is 1 e.hands of Generaloberst Hej ERIAN as
Inspector Gené Panzer Troops (Generalinsp r der Panszer-
truppe, Gen.Insp.d. Pg.Tr.).

Subordin KUNTZE are the Inspec the various arms
(Waffeninspe » who control the tgain their respective
arms th Inspectorates of Arrw/aﬁeninspektionen),
known ly as the Arms Section enabteilungen) of the

- General AgmyOffice. The following are®he glames and authorized
abbre nsfof these inspectorates:

ttion der Infanterie, In 2 (In torate of Infantry).

ton des Reit- und Fahrw, W s¢In 3 (Inspectorate of Rid-
Wiflg and Driving).

Inspektion der Artillerie, In ectorate of Artillery).
Inspektion der Pioniere, In spectorate of Engineers).

Inspektion der Festung st (Inspectorate of Fortifica-

en.
tions). ad \
Inspektion der Pangze +¥In 6 (Inspectorate of Fanzer
Troops).
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Amisgruppe Nachrichienwesen, Ag N (Signal Group). Former-
" ly called Inspektion der Nachrichteniruppen, In 7 (Inspec-
torate of Signal Troops).

Inspektion der Nachschubiruppen, In 8 (Inspectorate of Supply
Troops). Formerly called Inspekiion der Fahriruppen.

Inspekiion der Nebeltruppen, In 9 (Inspectorate of Chemj
Warfare Troops).

Inspektion der Eisenbahnpioniere, In 10 (Inspectorate of Rai
way Engineers).

Inspekiton der Technischen Truppen, In 11 (Inspect
Technical Troops).

Inspektion der Krafifahrparkiruppen, In 12 (Inspec of
Motor Maintenance Troops). .
Sanititsinspektion, S In (Medical Inspectorate).
Veterindrinspektion, V In (Veterinary Inspectorat
Feldzeuginspektion, Fz In (Ordnance Inspectora%

The former Inspectorate of Cadet Schools (I nspek/&r Kriegs-
schulen, In 1) apparently suspended activities when the cadet schools

themselves were superseded by special courses the special
service schools (Waffenschulen) or by special wa e officer-candi-

date schools. ghesgand all other Army schoglsyare either under

the direct conl @ UNTZE or are superviged by the Inspector

of Army Trainthggafid Education (Inspekteus Erziehungs- und
Heeres, In EB), who is

Replacement Army is & €d in training units,

@ sible to him.
which ta orm either of reserve units er reserve divisions
and reg€rve corps subject to the direct and of FROMM (or
for op€ratonal purposes of the field nal headquarters), or

of combi eplacement and trainigg unifs (Ersaiz- und Ausbil-

testen) in Germany, which er the same command as
units.

[ in the Field Army is led by Oberquariiermeister
II—O Qu II—in the Army C@t&ﬁ (Generalstab des Heeres,

Gen St d H), who naturally opdra n close liaison with the train-
ing authorities in the Replage Army.

¢. Replacement.—Commnia he replacement units as well as
responsibility for meeting teplacement requests of the Field

JD



6 THE GERMAN REPLACEMENT ARMY

Army is delegated by FROMM to the Wehrkreis headquarters in
their capacity as Deputy Army Corps Commands (Stellvertretende
Generalkommandos, Stv.Gen.Kdo.). Each of these now normally has
one mobilization division (Division Nummer . . ., Div.Nr. . . .) to
control the replacement units, either directly, as in the case of inde-
pendent units of the supporting arms and services, or througi\%
infantry and artillery regimental staffs (Grenadier—Ersatz-R%
Gr.Ers.Rgt. and Artillerie- Ersatz- Regiment, Art.Ers.Rgt.) i
these replacement units that are the main subject of this book:
Replacements of officers and of Armed Forces officia fr-
machtbeamte) are the responsibility of the Army Pergon ce
e

(Heerespersonalamt, HPA) and the Army Administr ffic

(Heeresverwaltungsamt, HV A), respectively. .

3. Recent Development of the Replacement Army Q
d the

The general functioning of replacement units an anner of
their affiliation with field units are explained in sectign 11, paragraph
7, of the Order of Batile of the German Army, togeth an outline
of the stages i pFaining system

development of the replace

since the begi the war. The followi her details re-
garding the effe of the separation of repla t and training
functions i will be of interest to the 'list studying the
Replacer{% and will be of valug in“agdgrstanding the rest
of this b ~

a. Atycor el.—To control the repldc t functions (i.e., the
dispat tmained replacements to t ield Army) of reserve
divisi n@mber of reserve corps (Re orps) and one or more
rese Panizer corps (Reserve-Pan. rps) have been formed.

' @ ed to Wehrkreis headqu relating to these functions

y simultaneously addressed g/ the reserve corps, suggesting
that they act as channels for re ment requisitions in the same
way as Wehrkreis headquartergsy On the other hand there is evi-
dence that some of them, at Jeast,€ontrol one or more defensive
infantry divisions of the Fieﬁ% s well as their reserve divisions,

and to this extent they se similar to regular infantry corps
or at least to corps comma ihere Kommandos 2.0.V.).

* N———
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b. At division level—FEvery reserve division which has been iden-
tified so far was formerly a mobilization division. Each one con-
trols a group of reserve regiments and supporting units from its own
Wehrkreis, but the allotment of battalions within the regiment no
longer necessarily follows the original pattern, which was base
the subordination of infantry regiments to the field division om
same number. Sometimes the battalions may even los
original numbers altogether and be numbered simply I, IT, I
In other respects, also, the reserve divisions seem to have

the character of defensive field divisions to an increasin nt;
several have gone into action on the eastern front, whil ave
firmly established themselves in coastal sectors in the are
probably no longer concerned primarily with training

In almost all cases there is now one, and only on ilization
division in each Wehrkreis, except the four new Weh ise, to con-

trol the replacement units. New ones have been created either with
numbers 300 or 310 higher than departed reser iyisions or by
conversion of 2.0. V. divisions.

—The separation of repl nt and training
he first instance at batgalion level, since the
g 1

former replacerfendsfraining regiments were egsentifilly only control-
ling staffs. e proportion of these stame the staffs of
reserve regimeittg in occupied territory afidydid® 6t necessarily leave
behind co

onding replacement regiment st@ffs. Thus there are
now comsidgrably fewer of the latter tha@ously, and they may

controlupfto six or even more replace battalions. The subordi-
nation o se battalions to infan replacement regiments no
long eeessarily corresponds to that ofimfantry regiments to field
di the same numbers. S@new infantry replacement
regimentg'in the 500 series have b identified.

In view of these changes man e identifications and affilia-
tions of infantry replacement r ts listed in this book may no

longer be valid. e

d. At battalion level.——UlSie&original system each infantry re-

placement battalion nor ontained a reception company
(Stammkompanie), four trai mpanies (Ausbildungskompanien)
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of which the fourth was a machine-gun training company, and one or
more convalescent and transfer companies (Genesendenkompanien
and Marschkompanien). At the time of the split the training com-
panies were withdrawn under the battalion staff and a new replace-
ment battalion staff was created to control the remaining c
ponents having purely replacement functions. In some c
apparently, the new training battalion established a Marsc%
pany of its own as a pool for trained men awaiting transf«&

Field Army, while in other cases it seems to send the
Marsch company of the replacement battalion.

Training units which were not physically separate
corresponding replacement units were recombined wi ,
order to save administrative personnel, under staffs kno rena-

dier-Ersatz- und - Ausbildungsbaiaillone (combined in&&replace-

e
eir
in

ment and training battalions). These presumably e the same
components as the original replacement training battalions.

The above remarks apply correspondingly to t ms other than
infantry. In some of them all replacement and{gfining units are
now under corg staffs; this is true of th cal units, the

armored recoi @ e units, and possibly er PDranches of the
Panzer troops. » -

4. Movemen eplacement and Trajnin S )
Despit: that the original repla training units were
intend in at the home stationsfo{#fgir corresponding field

om one part of Germany other and from Germany

il re or less as the rear eche f the latter, for vary-
there have been numerous(shi f units in the Replace-

n section ITI these moves

escribed in detail for the un each Wehrkreis; they are

summarized here for the whole o any according to the motives
which impelled them. :

a. To make room for attacki eld forces.—In the early years of

the war, when Germany still ighbors to be attacked, the re-

placement training units
several months before an of

drawn from the border regions
was to commence in order to free
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the barrack space and other military facilities for the assembling
field forces. After the area was no longer being used for this pur-
pose the replacement training units generally returned to their home
stations. The following instances of such evacuations occurred:

(1) In November 1939, the replacement training units from
areas bordering France and the Low Countries, namely Wehrk%
VI, XII, and V, were moved to the extreme east of Germ a
took up their stations in newly acquired territory. Th a&
Wehrkreis VI went to Wehrkreis XX (mostly former [Poli -
tory), those from Wehrkreis XII to Wehrkreis XXI (wes Po-
land), and those from Wehrkreis V to the Protectorate (Cagchgslo-
vakia). All these units were returned to their original-Reme sta-
tions in September 1940, after the French campaig Q .

(2) The replacement training units from Wehrkr(:k re trans-

ferred to the Protectorate in September 1940, jus those from
Wehrkreis V were leaving that area. This made room foftthe initial
preparations in East Prussia for the campaign against the Soviet
Union, and also for the temporary housing of 1{Germans re-

patriated from Baltic states. The units ret o their home
i, after the offensive h@n successfully

stations in Jul

launched.
3) InF 941, the replacement trai nits of Wehrkreis
VIII, the Silési ssembly area for t}y campaign, were

ce and Lorraine, which Nlt time were in pro-
thcially annexed from Hra and in which Wehr-
I were taking over the miliary/administration. The

[ in these areas until af split in the latter part
the replacement ele returned to their home

cess of
kreise
units

of 194
“statio d the training elements e, formed into reserve divi-
sio oved on to other part Erance.

During“the absence of the rep nt training units from their

home Wehrkreise in the above gases, special machinery had to be
set up to handle both the replagémen®requisitions of the field forces
and the flow of conscripts ﬁlx units. Normally replacement
requisitions are transmitted¥isg field division to the responsible
‘Deputy Army Corps Com @ Wehrkreis headquarters), which
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sends them on through the mobilization division to the appropriate
replacement unit in the form of orders. When the units moved
away from a Wehrkreis the mobilization division which went with
them was designated as the direct recipient of requisitions from the
field units, thus skipping the channel through the Deputy A
Corps Command. For all other administrative purposes as w

for the general supervision of their training the units cam%
the command of the Wehrkreis in which they were locate

tact with the home Wehrkreis was not, however, completel
off. '

New conscripts would normally be given orders cal
Reporting Office or Recruiting Subarea Headquarters t toa
replacement training unit not far from their home town. n the
units moved far away it was necessary either to s Mse men
individually or in small groups on long train journe fore induc-
tion or to assemble them in special collecting points known as
Wehrkreis-Ersatz-Depots. The latter were also for receiving
men who returned from the field as convalescentg gr for any other
reason, and th sometimes then had to ported to the
appropriate r @ ent training units. Aftet theMunits returned
to the Wehrkreig these depots were dissolved _
ewly acquired territories.— moves of replace-
its mentioned under oy and a number of
urrent with or subseque o them served the
additio se of garrisoning the afir or conquered areas
adjacefit t§ Ggfmany proper and thus relieved the field forces of this
responsibili At the same time barfacks®and training grounds in
Gerpfa ere freed for the formation of units for the constantly
exg erman Army, and the its were given training away
from : and under conditions n e those in the field. The
following moves of this category e noted: ‘

(1) The moves into the Pro ate, the annexed Polish areas,
and Alsace and Lorraine wlgic_ ere described above.

(2) The move of replacemégtrdining units from Wehrkreis IV

into the Protectorate (most shemia) and of units from Wehrkreis
XVII into Moravia imme following the departure of the

P -
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Wehrkreis I units from those areas. The Wehrkreis IV units left
toward the end of 1942, and their place was taken by units from
adjacent Wehrkreis XIII. '

(3) In Wehrkreise XX and XXI, the annexed Polish areas, the
units from Wehrkreise VI and XII which were mentioned under a
above were replaced after September 1940 by units from adja
Wehrkreise II and III, respectively.

(4) After the departure of the Wehrkreis VIII units from%
and Lorraine in 1942, these areas were occupied by units M&:
original parts of Wehrkreise V and XII, into which they w eing
incorporated. Q

(5) Wehrkreis XVIII units moved into Oberkrain
venia) in 1942.

(6) Wehrkreis I units moved into the newly arfhexe eas of
Zichenau and Bialystok in 1942. \

(7) Wehrkreis XII units were stationed in Luxem in 1942.

(8) Between 1940 and 1942 a few replacement training units went

into areas which were not annexed but which wer to the Ger-
man frontiers and far from the theaters of operatiqus. JThus certain
units from We X moved into Denmark, ehrkreise VI

lands, from Wehrkreis @ Belgium, and

@ cept those whose

from Wehrkrel into eastern France.
as the evacuation of as8embl3™4

It will be that all the above mo
primary

in border rkreise into adjacent occupied ®r annexed territory
immediftely across the border. The mtrﬁ!?xts thus amounted to
a slightt exdensfon of the German zone e Miterior in all directions.

After paration of replacementiand ttaining functions in the
aut 1942 the replacement elemem®sy of the units which were

7ly acquired territories ofie cases returned to their

ho bafions to resume their nor duction and replacement
functions, and the training elem re usually incorporated into
reserve divisions and moved fa eld. In other cases both ele-
ments remained in the new gr d took the form of combined re-

placement and training
their present status is disc

't&satz— und Ausbildungseinheiten);
der d, below. :
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c. To garrison occupied countries with troops on a combat footing.—
The disadvantages of the removal of replacement training units
from their home stations, from the administrative point of view,
were almost sufficient to outweigh the advantages. For this reason,
as has been shown, none of the moves except those dictated by mili-
tary necessity were very far from home, and the practice of garri
ing more distant occupied territories with replacement traj
units was never resorted to under the old system. It was pr
these considerations as much as it was the growing shortage
power which caused the German authorities, in Septemberg#942, to
break up all the basic replacement training units into theile—
ments, even though in some cases they were reunited thge
name. This made it possible for the replacement unit
their home stations and for the training units to €njg
freedom of movement. The latter were thenceforth{use@win large
numbers to occupy different parts of France, the Ikountries,
Denmark, Poland, Lithuania, the Soviet Union, Croatia, and north-
ern Italy in the form of reserve divisions. Combiffed’ tgaining could
thus be carried on under more realistic conditiong; afild numerous
divisions were released { vice on active

ofsreserve divisions into
ince 1942 is shown in fig @ It will be noted
11 cases the units from®% give ehrkreis went to

rest them, so that few of the 1ine8 of movement cross.
This ill Be useful in determinin pproximate areas in

which fmed’ frgm any section of Germ now being trained.

. ue the garrisoning of @cguired areas.—It has
showwm that since 1942 some of lacement training units

’ 1 areas immediately bey@e old borders of Germany
ement and training units.

In addition, other units of this dateg@ry have been sent into these
and similar areas. In Wehrk X and XXI training units
(Ausbildungseinheiten) from,, reis II have appeared, and the

corresponding replacementpun re back at their home stations.
All these units just beyond rontiers seem to come under the
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control of mobilization division staffs, or possibly in some cases
special administrative division staffs (Div.Kdo.2.b.V.), which are
usually additional to the mobilization division (Dsv.N7.) controlling
replacement units back in the Wehrkreis proper. As they have not
achieved the status of reserve divisions, these division staffs con-
stitute a sort of intermediate stage between the system of repls ?
ment training in the Wehrkreis as originally conceived an ’
system of replacement in the Wehrkreis and training in occupi
countries as now practiced in the majority of cases. This 1
respects parallel to the intermediate system which was applied in
these same areas just before the split, and it appears to he
same advantages from the point of view of manpower 3 aiing
efficiency and the same disadvantages in administr@ com-
plications. 4

Both the present locations and the home stations Me units
are shown in the lists in sections III and IV of this &

In the following instances belonging to this category, most of
which are continuations of the-moves described @b, above, it

should be remembered that the character of this ment is not

yet entirely clga & that any of the units iny may turn into
either reserve g 0s or some new form of nization.-
(1) Traini

from Wehrkreis 11 ar 10ned in adjacent
Wehrkreise d XXI under Div.Nr. 1@t is possible that

o a reserve division and l\ n transferred, with

replacement and trai its from Wehrkreis

_ ined replacement and tgaining” units from Wehrkreis
éystationed in adjacent M@ possibly under Div.Nr.

g units from Wehrkreis V
ave moved into the adjacent
gsibly under a newly formed

are stationed in Alsace, and som
Epinal area of eastern Francg,
Div.Nr. 465.

(5) Combined replace
XII are stationed in Lorrai

N training units from Wehrkreis
some may have moved into the
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adjacent Nancy area of eastern France, possibly under a newly
formed Div.Nr. 462. :

(6) Combined replacement and training units, or possibly only
training units, from Wehrkreis VI are believed to be in adjacent
eastern Belgium. :

5. Record-Keeping in the Replacement Army

The apparently cumbersome system of replacement afﬁh&
can be operated efficiently only because of the traditional
fondness for complete and carefully kept records. By an gl@berate
array of forms and documents which are drawn up by the ng
authorities, replacement units, training units, field unitSmand hos-
pitals and which are passed back and forth among them @ com-
plicated and frequently changing regulations, it id"i d that
each agency concerned shall at all times have all % y data

- concerning every soldier in its care and shall do its share in
keeping such records up to date and in properly advising the other

agencies involved.! The following brief review eqrecord-keep-
ing duties of each such agency may help users of ook in inter-
preting docu isoners’ statements, and ike.

a. Recruiting rities.—The competent@cing authority
(Wehrersatzdq glle) is usually the reportingseffice’( Wehrmeldeamt)
near the man of residence. For ofﬁcfor Armed Forces
officials, i me localities for enlistéd as well, it is the Re-

iti ea Headquarters (Wehrb, %mmando), and for

ulates. At the man's

NSl possession while he is a
@ a soldier and follows him
to unit throughout his y career. It also starts a
folder on the man known as th€ pefmanent military record book

(Wehrstammbuch), to which arda all the papers subsequently
sent in by all the units in gvh e serves. When the recruiting

1 For further details concerni
tion of German Documents, issued
1944. '

rms and documents, see The Exploita-
ilitary Intelligence Division in February
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authority orders the man to-report to a replacement unit it sends
this document to that unit for temporary keeping, and it must also
send it to the replacement unit at any future time that the man is
serving there. ‘ .

b. Replacement unit.—When the recruit arrives at his replacement
unit he turns in his Wehrpass and receives in exchange a Sold%
(literally a paybook, actually a service record and identi i
book). This document remains in his possession until his di
from the Army, and every unit in which he serves is entere
in the Wehrpass, though in somewhat different form. The %- ass

simply records the units in chronological sequence, with d he
Soldbuch is an evidence of his responsible replacement ghigat any
given time, so that any reserve hospital, for example, w ceives

him will know what replacement unit to contact for lrﬁ ions on
his release. Both documents also contain much infow regard-
ing such matters as promotions, campaigns, decorations, Bespitaliza-
tion, equipment issue, pay, and personal data.

When a replacement unit sends a man to a tr unit or to a
field unit, it mustgenter itself in section B of page is Soldbuch,
which is head to the Field Army by (N, (zum Feldheer
It must then forward Wehrpass to the
er a lapse of 3 weeks re e Wehrstammbuch
thority. N t@

;t—The training unit, rrival of the soldier,

enters i is Wehrpass and in secti of page 4 of his Sold-
buch, ¢ ield Unit” (Feldtruppen%spite the fact that it
does helodg to the Field Army. I a roster sheet (Kriegs-
stammxellenblait) for him, on which axg entered all significant facts

8 his previous career and s, séfvice in the present unit,
is training record. Thi% sheet is sent back to the
g leaves the unit.
d. Field unit—The field unit \tnust®go through the same opera-
the Wehrpass, Soldbuch, and
it must inform the replacement
erftnef his joining the unit in the field.
ot necessary, as the replacement

Kriegsstammerollenblait. Ina
unit from which the man
Under the original plan thi
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unit knew automatically which field unit 2 man would join since it
gave him orders to report to a field unit to which it was affiliated.
At an early stage in the campaign in Russia, however, it was often
found necessary to divert replacements to field units other than
those for which they were intended, and since then the affiliati

Sfrom the replacement unit to the field unit has been violated still %
frequently in view of the interpolation of the training unit

view of the increasingly stringent manpower shortage. The

tion from the field unit to the replacement unit, on the other

still carefully maintained and must always be entered by field
unit in section D of page 4 of the Soldbuch, headed ‘‘Prese pon-

of the man, and if it is different from the unit which%e
have no knowledge of his existence unless and untikls
transferred back to it by the field unit or by a hospital.

e. Hospiial.—When a man enters a hospital it_must naturally

notify his unit, giving particulars of his wounness and an

estimate of the time required for cure. After 8 week§gtintil recently
ield h@spital (half as long for Ai personnel), or
yon acgeptance into a reserve hd8pital, the institution

ble replacement unit, as g rom the Soldbuch,
a member of its conxalompany. It will
ctions from the replacer%mit whether to give

h or to send him straig to the convalescent
is discharge. The rep@nt unit requests the
op him from its rolls orward the Wehrpass
uments. I
e papers not mentioned imsthé%bove account but which
y forwarded from unit it under various circum-
stances are the health record (Ges; sbuch), the suitability card
(Verwendungskarte, known as W-Karke), the roster kept by the °
replacement unit (Truppensiamgm?olle), and the record of punish-
ment (Strafbuchauszug). &

In view of the intricate
ing the transfer of docume

ctually

4 weeks—in a
immediately
notifies the
that the man
then receijmesd

Nhe rules and regulations govern-
ing to personnel it is not surpris-
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ing that German officers and noncommissioned officers frequently
make mistakes in carrying them out. :

6. Sample Case Histories of German Soldiers

in the accompanying maps and charts show how German sol
are transferred to various units and places under different ci

FIELD ARV‘b

The two case histories which are outlined below and illustratjd«

REPLACEMENT ARMY

Wehrmeldeamt
Hannover 1a

Gr Ers. Bt
588

Stamm—Kp.
HANNOVER, Wkr: XT

Gr Ers. Btl Res: Gr: Btl.
211 211

Marsch - Kp.
HANNOVER , Wkr: L

A

3. Kp-
HOLLAND - BELGIUM

AMELN then FAL-
BOSTEL ,Wkr XL

igure 4.—Sample case histormnsfers.

) exemplify the system lacement affiliations, the
ogpitals and furloughs, an herf aspects of the relations
: le Replacement and F iel@es. They also throw.some
light on the formation of new upi ring 1943 and the effect of
Stalingrad on the mobilization_program. Both are actual cases
which are considered typical of the Tethod of processing soldiers of
their respective categories. 4l gis mmended that they be studied

carefully and that all unit liations be looked up in the ap-
propriate tables.
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a. Sample Case History A.—This is the brief career of a recent
recruit who was inducted in January 1943 until he joined his regular
field unit. (See figs. 4 and 5.) Born 1925 near Hannover. . Called
to the colors in January 1943 by his_local reporting office (Wehr-
meldeamt) and ordered to report to the reception company (Stamis
kompanie) of Infantry Replacement Battalion 588 at Hann%
Wkr. XI. Sent with nine other recruits immediately after in%

{

MOVEMENTS
OF A RECENT RECRUIT
TO THE FIELD ARMY

LECEND: _ MOVEMENTS OF

= SOLDIER
~~~~~~~~~ > = FURLOUGH

&

to a camp at Nijmegen, Neth " for a brief period of basic
training. Transferred shortly tReredfter to Culenborg, Netherlands,
to join a training unit from his reis, the 211th Reserve Infantry
Battalion in the 171st Res ision. Itsresponsible replacement
unit was the 211th Infant acement Battalion at Hannover,



20 THE GERMAN REPLACEMENT ARMY

and it was to the transfer company (Marschkompanie) of this unit
that he returned on completing his training. Sent to Hameln in
June to join the 895th Infantry Regiment, a component of the
265th Infantry Division which was in process of being set up by
Wehrkreis XI. He was now for the first time in the Field Ar
although located in his home Wehrkreis. ~An existing’ WehrKre
XTI replacement unit, the 12th Infantry Replacement Battalien
Halberstadt, had been made responsible for the new regiment,
he would have been sent to this battalion if for any reason
been transferred back to the Replacement Army. :
The mobilization of the 265th Infantry Division was te ily
interrupted when it was decided to reconstitute the di¥isio
stroyed at Stalingrad at the expense of the new units %W had
been planned. In the general redistribution of m er inside
Germany which followed on this decision it happ% at this
man’s company (6.Gr.Rgt. 895) was sent to the FallingB®stel train-
ing area on the Liineburger Heide (still in Wehrkr::'z XI) and there

s de-

split up. He and seme others were sent to th afinel coast to
join the 146th Regiment of the 65th Infantry Div a unit which

had begun foy 1942 but which had appa y had to give
) @ help re-form the Stalin divisions.

up some persq

His pres epldcCement unit as a membefOfghe 146th Infantry
Regiment is th Frontier Infantry. Rent Battalion at
Saarbriic ‘ehrkreis XII. This baffalion was originally the
replace ining unit left behind by h Frontier Infantry
Regimgnt, fvhich operated as an independ€nt/GHQ unit until after
the mpaign in 1941, In e the 125th Regiment
becameya of the 164th Division, %hen belonged to Wehr-
krei nd later it was motorize nt to Africa; all this in-

iation. This meant that the
was relieved of its respon-
it bears, and it was event-
Jacement unit for a number of

ges in its replacement
125th antry Replacement Ba
sibility for the regiment whose

ually designated as the responsible
including several fortress bat-

new units set up by Wehrkrei
&fantry Regiments of the newly

talions and the 145th and
hus this is the unit to which this

formed 65th Infantry Divi
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soldier will return if he is transferred back to the Replacement Army
because of illness, wounds, demobilization, or any other circum-

stances.

b. Sample Case History B.—This case concerns a seasoned soldier

who was wounded in the Soviet Union and returned to the Replace

REPLACEMENT ARMY

ﬁ: MOVEMENTS

OF SOLDIER

— = === = — = REPLACEMENT
AFFILIATIONS

49
LTAVA

PO

servela

'

-
-
-
’ Re:
-

Rese

reit]]
Rcichsﬁof HK’-??%?E‘“ l
[cHc

rve la
st psli
Wkn XVIT

POLTAVA

arett
en

Lds.Sch. Ers.Btl. ¢

_LUDENSCHEID WrlL

- Uffz. j
: Lehrdang

KREFELD, Wkr YT

D;. /l\g’f Rgf.
I. Battr

Figure 6.—Samp

% FRANCE - ITALY
y B: transfers.

le ca; 1
(See figs. 6 and 7.) Born in 1 inducted in November 1938.
Took part in the Polish and campaigns, and in 1941 went
to the Soviet Union with Battery of the 76th Motorized

Artillery Regiment in the 6

er Division. The responsible re-

7
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Infantry replacement battalions (Gr.Ers.Btl.) : (Continued)

44 Bartenstein
46 Goldap
151 Rastenburg (now at Bialystok)
162 Lyck
176 Heilsberg
301 Kbonigsberg

311 Bischofsburg m
312 Tilsit N
346 Allenstein (now at Lomscha) N
356 Allenstein (now at Praschnitz) ‘
389 Sensburg O
400 Létzen (now at Augustow)
Pz.Gr. 413 Insterburg
492 Schréttersburg N
493 Modlin
494 Zegrze \
Jag. A Arys &
Jig. B Arys

Antiaircraft-machine-gun replacement battali@.Ers.Btl.):
31

Reconnaissag gplacement battalions (A rs.Abt.):

erburg
2061 "Allenstein rs

Panz naissance replacement %\on (Pz.Aufkl.Ers.
Apt.)

4 f'Insterburg

replacement battalion .Ers.Abt.):
1 Allenstein ’

Artillery replacement regimental stdffs (Art.Ers.Rgt.):

1 Insterburg
11 Allenstein




WEHRKREIS I 91

Artillery replacement battalions (Art.Ers.Abt.):

1 Kbnigsberg
11 Allenstein
21 Scharfenwiese
s. (mot) 37 Mohrungen
s. 47 Heilsberg
le. 161 Insterburg

206 Gumbinnen N
217 Allenstein N
le. (mot) 228 Pr.Eylau O

Observation replacement battalion (Beob.Ers.Abt.

1 Kbnigsberg -
L 4

Engineer replacement battalions (Pi.Ers.Btl.): Q

1 Koénigsberg
206 Lotzen

311 Modlin ‘
Constructiongengineer replacement battalion i.Ers.Btl.):

i N
Signal r ent battalion (Nachr.Ers@:
pnigsberg L 4

replacement battalion w-drawn) «(Fahr-Ers.

Konigsberg Q
@ ply-troop replacement b@l'o (Kf.Ers.Abt.):

1 Bartenstein

5

Motor maintenance replace t cdmpany (Kf.Park-Ers.Kp.):

1 Kénigsber:
g g s

Medical replacement b MSan.Ers.Abt.):

1 Tapiau
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Veterinary replacement battalion (Vet.Ers.Abt.):

1 Allenstein

Local-defense replacement battalion (Ldsch.Ers.Btl.):

1 Braunsberg m
Special light infantry replacement regiment (]ég.Ers.R%

1 Arys N
Special penal battalion (Sonder-Abt.d.Ers.H.): O

I Stablack training area

i. Movements of replacement and fraining wunits.—B @u g in
September 1940 most of the replacement traifii s from
this Wehrkreis were stationed in the Prote@
returned in July 1941.

Since the autumn of 1942 combined replacement and train-
ing units of Wehrkreis I have been statior@he Zichenau
and Bialystok areas, which are newly inc ted parts of

438 reserve units from this rieis were trans-

te Russia under 141.R0.and to Lithuania

under s.Div. . \
{y @
Q <
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g. Divisions mobilized:

Infantry:
Present
Div (inf regts) . Date theater
6(18,37,58) _ __________ pre-1939_______________________
16 (see 16th Pz and
16th Mtz)_____________ pre-1939
26 (39, 77, 78) - e .. pre-1939_______________________
39 (113, 114) . ___. summer 1942 _ _ _ __________.____
69 (159, 193, 236)_ ... __ summer 1939
’ (from reservists)______________
86 (167, 184, 216)_ . ______ summer 1939______________ e
95 (278, 279, 280) . . _____. September 1939
' (from reservists)___________%
106 (239, 240, 241) . _____ December 1940______ . _______
126 (422, 424, 426) _ . _____ October 1940_ . ____ SR
196 (340, 345, 362)_______ early 1940
. (from Ersatz units)_____
199 (341, 357, 410) _______ late 1939__________________ %
211 (306, 317, 365) - ______ summer 1939
. (from Landwehr perso, _.._East
227 (328, 366, 412) _______ summer 1939 m
(from Landwehr perso ___East
summer 1939
(from Ergdnzungs@igits) - - - East
summer 1939
(from Erginzu ) PR East
csummer 1943 _ S _______ Balkans
late 1940______ "% . East
late 1942 ____ c\ _ J" ,,,,,,,,,, West
(991, 552, 553?)_ _____ late 1941 __Q & 8 __ East
1 (669,670, 671)_ ______ May 1942 _ @ o ____________ East
538,539)_______ winter 1940~42" _____________ (considered
) disbanded)
(126, 736) i West

Light:
1 (see 6th Pz)
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g. Divisions mobilized (Continued):

Panzer:
6 (4, 114)_______________ autumn 1940
(from 1st L) ________________ East
16 (64, 79) . ___________ summer 1940

(from 16th Inf) __ _____.______ East

25 (146, 147)_ ___________ early 1942 .. ________________.__ East

Reserve:

156 .. autumn 1942 N
(from Div.Nr.)_______________

166 . . ___ early 1943
(from Div.Nr.)____________ ,

h. Replacement units:

. Mobilization divisions (Div.N}.): ? ]

176 Bielefeld » Q

526 Wuppertal

Special administrative division (Div.Kdo.z.b.
406 Miinster '

Herford
11 “Kélin
227% Bonn?

2 Aachen
4 Lingen?
536 Diisseldorf?
ry howitzer replacement@anies (Inf.Gesch.Ers.Kp.):
6 Osnabriick
26 Diisseldorf
(mot) 57 Wouppertal
86 Herford & \
211 Koéln-Miilhei
254
536 Diisseldorf
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k. Replacement units (Continued):
Infantry antitank replacement companies (Inf.Pz.Jig.Ers.Kp.):

0
16
26
69
211
227
253
254

26

Iserlohn
Rheine
Diisseldorf
Soest
Koin-Miilheim
Bonn

Aachen

T
o~y

Infantry signal replacement companies (Inf .Nachr.E@):

(mot) 57
211
253
254
536

Werth b.Bocholt
Koéln-Miilheim
Aachen L 4

Diisseldorf

(mot) 57 Borken
69 Minden

Miinster
Rheine
Wuppertal
Maiilheim/Ruhr
Geldern
Lingen
Minden
Herford
Herford
Detmold
Herford
Detmold @

Koln-Miil Hex
Koln-Riehl
Aachen:

H
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WEISSENFELS, 1V: 114, 115, 223,
232, 244

WEJHEROWO (NEUSTADT in
Westpreussen), XX: 77, 196, 198

WELS, XVII: 182, 186, 187, 233, 240

WENDORF, STETTIN-, II: 99, 248

WERDER, III: 318

WERSCHETZ (VRSAC), Serbia: 336

WERTH, Kreis Borken in Westfalen,
VI: 130, 221

WESEL, VI: 126, 131, 236

WESERMUNDE, X: 157

WESTHOVEN, Kéln-, VI: 132, 244

WETZLAR, IX: 148, 153, 154, 240,

246

WIELKAWIES (GROSSENDORF),
XX: 196

WIEN, XVII: 78, 83, 182, 184, 185,
186, 187, 188, 205, 212, 214, 215, 216,
218, 219, 222, 225, 236, 238, 240, 246,
249,250, 252, 318, 327, 328, 330, 334,
335 - :

WIEN-EBERSD

WIEN-KAGRA

WIEN-LAXEN VII: 187,
236

WIEN-STAM ORF,
XVII: 319

WIEN-ST ORF,

N-BIEBRICH, XII: 42

WILDFLECKEN, XIIT:* 148, 336

WINDISCH-FEISTRITZ,
XVIII: 192, 219

E * WILDFLECKEN, located 4ig Nreis XIII, is the headquarters of a

training area which is partly in
is under the jurisdiction of the la
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WISCHAU (VYSKOV), B.u.M.: 51,
202

WISMAR, II: 98, 230, 252

WITTENBERG, IV: 110, 252

WITTLICH, XII: 172, 228, 233

WITTSTOCK, 111: 321
WELOCLAWEK (ESLAU), XX@"

201
- WOCHEINER VELLACH N

(BOHINJSKA BELA), \'

XVIII: 60, 193, 194, 243,
WOHLAU, VIII: 140, 144,
WOLDENBERG, Ne

T

WOLFENBUTTEL, XI;
WORGL, XVIII: 43, 58
WORMLITZ, HALE 9
WORMS, XII: 168, F's\
WUNSDORF, I1I:
WUPPERTAL, VI: 126, 199, 130, 131,

132, 212, 214, 217, 227, 231, 240
WUSTROW, 11+ .
WURZBURG, Xl : 176, 180, 181,

220, 226, 23 V246, 327

ZABERN RNE), V: 118
ZAMBER FTENBERG),
B.u Mg

MOS(), G.G.: 335

NAU (CIECHANOW), I: 86,
, 212

DORF, XIII: 252

AU, IV: 110, 114, 232

IM (ZNOJMO), XVII: 182, 186,
187, 188, 228, 241, 247

eis XIII and partly in Wehrkreis IX but.





